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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Test Your Play
This excellent problem, published in the British

Bridge Magazine some years ago, was composed by
Paul Lukacs, Israeli expert.

West should begin by ruffing the queen-of-dia-
monds lead in dummy (it would be wrong to discard
a spade or a heart). He then draws both missing
trumps, ending in dummy, and leads the deuce of
spades.

If South follows suit with the five or six, or shows
out of spades, West plays his seven and is sure to score
the rest of the tricks regardless of which suit North
returns after winning the seven of spades.

If South produces the eight, nine or ten of spades
on the deuce lead from dummy, West wins with the
king, returns to dummy with a trump and leads the
three of spades toward his hand, planning to play the
jack if South follows low.

By adopting this line of play, declarer makes the
contract in each of the following six cases:

1. If South has no spade higher than the six.
2. If South errs and plays the five or six of spades

on the first round of the suit when he holds the eight,
nine or ten.

3. If South has the queen of spades, in which case
the number of spades he was dealt makes no differ-
ence at all.

4. If North has either the singleton or doubleton
queen of spades.

5. If the six spades held by North-South are divided
3-3.

6. If the potential heart finesse — taken as a last
resort after the spades fail to divide favorably — wins
because South was dealt the queen.

Only if all six chances go wrong would declarer fail
to make the slam on the recommended line of play. If
they all did go sour, declarer could easily be forgiven
if he decided to give up the game for a while.

Tomorrow: The pessimistic approach.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

The Pessimistic Approach
A fine declarer hopes for the best but prepares for

the worst. Here is a typical example. Assume you’re
in six hearts and West leads a spade. As soon as
dummy comes down, you see that the only signifi-
cant threat to the slam is that one defender was dealt
four trumps to the A-10, about a one-in-four prob-
ability.

You therefore adjust your thinking to that possi-
bility. If West has the A-10-x-x, you are doomed
whatever you do, so you assume East has them.

Ordinarily, East would score two trump tricks with
such a holding, but if you play your cards right you
can restrict him to one trump trick.

From the start you must plan to shorten yourself
in trumps. After winning the spade lead with the ace,
you immediately ruff a spade. You then lead a trump
to dummy’s jack.

Let’s say East wins with the ace and returns a dia-
mond — as good a defense as any. You win in dummy
and ruff another spade, then lead the king of trumps,
on which West shows out.

Your early preparations for a trump coup are now
richly rewarded. You still have the Q-9-7 of trumps
left over East’s 10-8, and, to coup him, you simply
have to equalize your trump length with his. You
therefore lead a club to the ten and ruff dummy’s last
spade as East discards his last diamond.

Next you cross to dummy with a club and then play
your club winners. It does not matter whether East
ruffs now or later; his 10-8 of trumps either immedi-
ately or eventually succumb to your Q-9.

(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston


