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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A BIG THICK-
SKINNED MAMMAL FELT IMAGINARY ILLNESSES,
[T PROBABLY A HIPPOCHONDRIAC.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals L
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SITCOM THAT FEATURES
A FAMILY FULL OF ILL-MANNERED CHILDREN;
“THE BRATTY BUNCH.”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals D
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Family Circus =« Bill Keane

Bridge

Assume you’re declarer with the
West hand at Six Clubs, and North
leads the queen of diamonds. How
would you play the hand?

WEST
AKJ7
YKJ6
¢A ¢—
dATT642 $KQ983

Test Your Play

This excellent problem, published in the British
Bridge Magazine someyearsago, was composed by
Paul Lukacs, |sragli expert.

West should begin by ruffing the queen-of-dia-
monds|lead indummy (it would bewrong to discard
a spade or a heart). He then draws both missing
trumps, ending in dummy, and leads the deuce of
spades.

If South follows suit with thefive or six, or shows
out of spades, West playshissevenandissureto score
the rest of the tricks regardless of which suit North
returns after winning the seven of spades.

If South produces the eight, nine or ten of spades
on the deuce lead from dummy, West wins with the
king, returns to dummy with atrump and leads the
three of spadestoward hishand, planningto play the
jack if Southfollowslow.

By adopting thisline of play, declarer makes the
contract in each of thefollowing six cases:

1. If South has no spade higher than the six.

2. If South errsand playsthefive or six of spades
onthefirst round of the suit when he holdsthe eight,
nineor ten.

3. If South has the queen of spades, in which case
the number of spades he was dealt makes no differ-
enceat al.

4. If North has either the singleton or doubleton
gueen of spades.

5. If thesix spadesheld by North-South aredivided
3-3.

6. If the potential heart finesse — taken as alast
resort after thespadesfail todividefavorably —wins
because South was dealt the queen.

Onlyif all six chancesgowrongwoulddeclarer fail
to maketheslam ontherecommendedlineof play. If
they all did go sour, declarer could easily beforgiven
if he decided to giveup thegamefor awhile.

Tomorrow: The pessimistic approach.
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North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

EAST
#A432
YA432

NORTH
® A J9 o6
¥)J
®* AQI10
b A KIJI1I03
WEST EAST
»® Q8752 K 104
¥3 YA 108 5
® 96542 ® 73
*f I 4 0 752
SOUTH
“®» 3
¥YKQ9O97642
® KJS8
Qo6
The bidding:
North East South West
1 o Pass 1 ¥ Pass
2 & Pass 3@ Pass
3 NT Pass 6 ¥

Opening lead

ThePessimisticApproach

A finedeclarer hopesfor the best but preparesfor
theworst. Hereisatypical example. Assumeyou’ re
in six hearts and West leads a spade. As soon as
dummy comes down, you see that the only signifi-
cant threat totheslam isthat one defender wasdealt
four trumps to the A-10, about a one-in-four prob-
ability.

You therefore adjust your thinking to that possi-
bility. If West has the A-10-x-x, you are doomed
whatever you do, so you assume East hasthem.

Ordinarily, East would scoretwotrumptrickswith
such aholding, but if you play your cardsright you
canrestrict himto onetrump trick.

From the start you must plan to shorten yourself
intrumps. After winning thespadelead withtheace,
youimmediately ruff aspade. Youthenlead atrump
to dummy’sjack.

Let'ssay East winswiththeaceandreturnsadia-
mond— asgoodadefenseasany. Youwinindummy
and ruff another spade, thenlead theking of trumps,
onwhich West shows out.

Your early preparationsfor atrump coup are now
richly rewarded. You still have the Q-9-7 of trumps
left over East’s 10-8, and, to coup him, you simply
have to equalize your trump length with his. You
thereforelead aclubtothetenand ruff dummy’slast
spade as East discards hislast diamond.

Nextyou crosstodummy withaclubandthenplay
your club winners. It does not matter whether East
ruffsnow or later; his10-8 of trumpseither immedi-
ately or eventually succumb to your Q-9.
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five of spades.
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“Printing the ‘Down’ words in
crossword puzzles is like
writing Chinese.”
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“And this is a picture of PJ being
bathtized.”




