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Bush to offer
ald package
to Gulf Coast

WASHINGTON (AP) — Faced
withtheunprecedented destruction
of amajor U.S. city and communi-
tiesacrossthe Gulf Coast, President
Bushisusing an addressto the na-
tion to offer a package of new fed-
eral aid to help uprooted hurricane
victimsrebuild their lives.

Bushwasannouncing hisrecon-
struction plan in New Orleans on
Thursday night during a televised
address also aimed at mending his
imageasastrong leaderinatimeof
crisis.

It is Bush’'sfirst formal prime-
time speech during more than two
weeks of suffering along the Gulf,
with most of thevictimschased out
by floodwaters in New Orleans.
Bush planned to speak from the
heart of the French Quarter, while
across the city officials were still
working to pump out waters and
collect bodies|eft behind.

Bush planned to show sympathy
for the misery brought on by the
killer storm while charting ahope-
ful vision for the future. Many
people, including members of the
president’s party, have said he
should have given that kind of
speech soon after the hurricane
made landfall along the coast on
Aug. 29.

Presidential advisersdraftingthe
speech were working on plans for
legislation that would provide job
training and housingfor peoplewho
haveto start over, according to one
Republican official.

The advisers also were discuss-
ingtax creditsfor businessesto stay
in the devastated region, said the
official, who was consulted but
wanted to remain anonymous be-
cause Bush had yet to deliver the
speech.

Polling shows Americans are
willing to pay to rebuild New Or-
leans. According to a CBS-New
York Times poll released Wednes-
day, 73 percent expect their taxes
will increase asaresult of Katrina,
and more than half said they were
willing to pay more taxes to help
with Katrinarecovery, job training
and housing for victims.

Rather than speak before alive
audience, Bush planned to stand
alone and broadcast his message
directly into the camerafrom the
evacuated city’s historic Jackson

Square, accordingtoaWhiteHouse
official speaking on condition of
anonymity since the site had not
been announced.

The square and its most famed
landmark, the St. Louis Cathedral,
were on high enough ground to
avoid flooding but did not escape
damage from Katrina's 145-mph
winds.

Two massive oak trees outside
the278-year-old cathedral cameout
by the roots, ripping out a 30-foot
section of ornamental iron fence
and snapping off the thumb and
forefinger of the outstretched hand
on amarble statue of Jesus.

Bush planned to make a stop in
Mississippi before going to New
Orleans for the speech, but the
WhiteHousewould not givedetails
of hisplans.

After theaddress, hewasreturn-
ing to theWhite House.

Theformat of thespeech—Bush
speaking alone to a national audi-
encefromafamousurbansite—is
reminiscent of hisaddressfromthe
front of the Statue of Liberty three
yearsagoonthefirstanniversary of
the Sept. 11 attacks.

ABC, CBS, NBC and Fox shuff-
led their Thursday schedulesto air
his remarks live. Bush planned to
speak for about 30 minutes, begin-
ning at precisely two minutes after
9 p.m. EDT to accommodate the
broadcasters.

McClellan said Bush would de-
scribenew initiativesbut would not
announce the appointment of an
official to overseetherecovery ef-
fort. Some GOP alliesin Congress
have urged the president to do just
that.

Bush was to commit to meeting
peopl€e’s immediate needs and to
supporting local ideas about how
the new communities should ook,
McClellan said.

According to one White House
aide, Bushal soplannedtoacknow!-
edgetheroleof poverty inthedisas-
ter that has affected many who
could least afford it. Black Ameri-
canshavebeenparticularly angered
by the government responseto the
disaster, with an overwhelming
majority telling pollsters they be-
lievehel pwould havecomequicker
if so many of the people stranded
were not poor and black.
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By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

Thisyear’spopcornfundraiser
for Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts
will be handled a bit differently,
said JanBarnum, cubscout leader.

Starting Friday, Sept. 23, all
boy scoutswill beout sellingvari-
oustypesof popcorninapilot pro-
gram entitled, “ Show and De-
liver.”

The hope is that people pur-
chasing popcorn products, she
said, won'thavetowaitaslongfor
popcorn delivery using this me-
thod.

(Left to right) Mike Larmer, Boy Scout Troop 140 leader; Tonya
Sager, helpingwith Troop 141; and Jan Barnum, cubscoutleader

Scouts take part

The list of items will include
some of the old favorites, Barnum
said, such as microwavable butter
or light buttered popcornandkettle
corn, along with the ol d-fashioned
popping kernels.

Therewill alsobechocolateand
caramel tins available with a new
cheese-type popcorn offered.

Popcorn for local troops, along
with Atwood and Hoxie arrived in
Colby on Thursday.

“We have 450 cases of popcorn
for Colby alone,” Barnum said.

When the scouts begin selling
thisyear’spopcorn, all troop lead-

for Pack 140, checked off which
or pack on Thursday.

In pilot project

ers are hoping that everyone will
consider purchasing something.

“Thisisthe only fundrasiser for
the cub scouts,” she said, “and for
theboy scouts, it’ sprobably thebig-
gest event of theyear.”

The proceeds from the popcorn
sale benefit the younger cubswith
program activities and the older
scouts with paying expenses for
summer trips.

In Colby, thereis one cub scout
pack with about 40 young boysin
grades 1st through fifth, Barnum
said.

The Boy Scout Troops 140 and
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boxes were going to which troop

141 have about 10 and 23 boys
respectively, said Tonya Sager,
whose husband, Alan is the
leader for Trooper 141.

Mike Larmer, isthe leader in
Troop 140.

“Wehopethisnew way of sell-
ing popcorn is more convenient
to customers,” Barnum said.

All threegroupswill continue
selling and delivering the pop-
corn until Monday, Oct. 24, she
said.

For questions about the new
procedure or scouting, call Bar-
num at 462-6503.

School board to discuss policy changes

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

The Colby School Board will be
looking at new andrevised policies
for theboard handbook at its meet-
ing Monday.

Theboard will meet at 7 p.m. at
the Administration Building, 600
W. Third St.

Janel Andrews, secretary to the
superintendent, said they will be
going over the second reading of

Quality time

gional Prevention Center.
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Mike Tubbs, left, and Don Saddler, (not pictured) played bingo with Rachel Urban during an af-
ter school activity Thursday at the Colby Community Building. Nine different organizations have
volunteered to each sponsor a week of activities for children in third, fourth and fifth grades on
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. First Presbyterian Church of Colby was the sponsor this
week. Spots are still open and parents can enroll their children by calling Kim Chain at the Re-
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policiesrecommended by theKan-
sasAssociation of School Boards.
Shesaid it’'s something that’s done
every year, and the association
regularly updatesboardsaroundthe
statesif therearelegidativeor other
changesthat will affect them.

“Itmeetsdistrict needsandwhen
adopted, have the force and effect
of law,” shesaid.

Andrews said the Colby board
used to have its own policies but

later chosetogowiththestateboard
association’s policies because it
keeps on top of things.

Shesaidit'salsoinlinewithwhat
the state does and the updates and
notification of changes saves the
school district fromhavingtotrack
down that information.

“They do this part for us,” An-
drewssaid.

Someof theupdatesthisyear deal
with compensation and work as-

signments, supervision of medica-
tions, teachersand confidentiality,
harassment, intimidation, bullying
and menacing, field trips, truancy,
local wellnesspolicy and stateedu-
cation agency relations on quality
assurances. Other items on the
agendaarereportsfrom the princi-
pals, superintendent and curricu-
lum director and if necessary, per-
sonnel issues. The meeting isopen
tothepublic.

College board meets Monday

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor
The Colby Community College
board of trusteeswill meetat 5p.m.,
Monday, in the board room of the
administration building.
In addition to routine agenda
items, the board hear information
on an affiliated veterinarian tech-

nology program at Kansas State
University in Manhattan and a
progress report on the Higher
L earning Commission’sfocusvisit,
said Dr. Mikel Ary, president.

The board will discuss possible
datesfor holding aretreat and will
beapprovingvariouscontractsand
agreements.

Actionitemswill involve health
insurancefor employeesand staff;
aresignation; and October board
meeting. All board meeting are
open and the public is encouragec
to attend.

For questions or a copy of the
agenda, call 462-3984 or stop by
1255 S. RangeAve.

University considers campus expansion

OVERLAND PARK (AP) —
TheUniversity of Kansasenvisions
amajor research facility in subur-
ban Kansas City, with Johnson
County property ownerspickingup
thetax tabasstatesupport for higher
education continuesto decline.

“There'sreally not a research
presence here,” said Robert Clark,
vice chancellor of the university’s
EdwardsCampusinOverland Park.
“What happens when you have a
research presence... isthat you can
grow businesses as aresult of that
research and you can retain busi-
nesses.”

Theplanwouldusea2-mill prop-
erty tax increase to fund the $55
million expansion of the Edwards
Campus.

Itwouldfirst havetobeapproved
by theK ansasBoard of Regentsand
theL egislature, thenwould besub-
ject to acountywidevote.

Butif thereisno supportfromthe
county’spolicymakers, Clark said,

the school will not make aformal
proposal.

“We're not going to move for-
warduntil we' resureit’simportant
to the community,” he said.

The levy would raise about $14
million each year for the campus,
withthemoney goingtobuildanew
library, more classrooms, faculty
offices, research spaceand aschool
of applied science and technol ogy.

University officialswant to hire
80 new faculty members, aswell as
new staff, and expand the number
of degrees offered at the Edwards
Campusfrom27to45. Theperson-
nel additions would cost about $7
million per year.

The average annual tax bill ona
$200,000 home would increase
about $46.

Clark pitched theidealast week
toagroup of Johnson County may-
ors, with mixed reactions.

Lenexa Mayor Mike Boehm
calledita“marvelous’ example of

foresight, while Carl Gerlach —
mayor of the county’s largest city,
Overland Park — took await-and-
see approach.

Theplanwould a so help nearby
Johnson County Community Col-
lege, the president of the two-year
school said.

“It doesn’t compete against the
community college,” CharlesCarl-
sensaid. “ It allowsworking adults
to stay in the area without going
someplace and getting their ba-
chelor’sdegree.”

Rep. Ed O’ Malley, R-Roelanc
Park, said hewould support placing
the measure on the county ballot.

“The EdwardsCampusisajewel
for Johnson County and one that
many people do not fully appreci-
ate,” O'Malley said.

“Havingafully built-out univer-
sity presence in Johnson County
can do a tremendous amount for
economicdevelopmentinthearea,”
O’'Malley said.
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