8 pages

CoLay

X

PRESS

Thursday —

September 22, 2005

>0¢

Volume 116, Number 150
Serving Thomas County since 1888

Preparedness Is key
to Red Cross mission

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

The Thomas County Red Cross
Chapter has made progress both at
home and in volunteering to assist
HurricaneK atrinavictimsinrecent
weeks, said Molly Oliver, disaster
chair.

Following the devastating blow
to the south, the local chapter sent
out apleain late August, she said,
with 40 peopleinquiringand 12in-
dividuals actually taking the fast
track coursesin training as volun-
teers.

“With Hurricane Katrina,” Oli-
ver said, “it provedtomeagainthat
individual s, communitiesandfam-
ily preparednessisthe real key in
preparing for disasters.”

Oliver said there were somein
Thomas County who weren't even
awarethe Red Cross had a chapter
here.

Along with making progressin
training more people to deploy to
other areasin distress, Oliver said,
thecounty tooisgainingvolunteers
intheevent of natural disastersthat
could occur right herein northwest
Kansas.

Inadditiontotrainingthe12 new
volunteers for assignments in the
south, Oliver said that the recruits
with not from Thomas County ex-
clusively.

“Wehad peopletrainingfrom St.
Francis, Herndon, and Selden,
which not only strengthensus here
but i sreaching out to moreisol ated
andremoteareasaswell,” shesaid.

For Oliver, there is till alot of

work that needsto be done.

“We needtotrain and educate as
many as we can to be prepared. It
doesn’t matter if it'sanational di-
saster or not.”

Anyone who can sit on the Tho-
mas County Red Crossboard of di-
rectors, serve on acommittee, vol-
unteer time in the local office, or
servein some small capacity ises-
sential to the continued survival of
thegroup, Oliver said.

“Becausewearesmall and serve
so much of northwest Kansas,” she
said.

“Wemust striveto keep partner-
ships with other outlying commu-
nities— even if someone can only
answer thetelephonethree hoursa
week, or help in any of amultitude
of ways.Weareonly asstrong asthe
peoplewho give,” shesaid.

For Oliver and thestaff at theRed
Cross, the contributions by Colby,
Thomas County and other areas
have been a series of “mini-mir-
acles.”

For example, two major drives
were organized to get food, cloth-
ing, money and moretothefamilies
who have lost everything; area
churches are sending aid; schools,
organizationsandindividualshave
donetheir part.

In addition to the thousands of
dollarsindonationsand contributed
items gathered by northwest Kan-
sas residents to ease the pain of
those suffering in the south, there
arestill othersstanding ready to do
something.

Thisweek, Oliver saidshevisited

Golden Plains High School and
spoketoafull assembly of students
who asked what they could do.

“These students asked me ques-
tions about how the Red Cross
works, wheredo donationsgo, what
is happening with victimsaffected
by Hurricane Katrina, and what
they cando asaschool,” shesaid.

Oliver said shemadesuggestions
to them about adopting a high
school in that area sending spirit
lettersor requesting that their dona-
tionsbespecifically earmarked for
refurbishing aschool and more.

“1 encouraged them to consider
takingtrainingin CPRandfirstaid
at their own school — noting that
preparednessis so important,” she
said.

Another way employers have
hel pedtherecent trainees, shesaid,
wasthat someagreedtolettingtheir
employeestrainwith someprovid-
ing provide leave timeto go to the
disaster aress.

“ Somany peoplearewalking out
of their lives to help others,” she
said.

In recent weeks, her husband,
Jim, along with Frank Powers of
Gove County spent time in Wave-
land, Miss. andreturned earlierthis
week. Another Colbyite, Ken
Frahm, has also volunteered to as-
sist victims of the hurricaneand is
expected back next week.

For questionsor howtohelp, call
theRed Crossofficeat 462-7161 or
stop by their facility, 350 S. Range.
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Oliver canbereached at (785) 460- Alone boat on one of the coastal highways near Waveland tells the story. Debris, mud and wreckage
were common sights for Jim Oliver and Frank Powers, Red Cross volunteers.

7653 or (785) 462-6133.

Colby man talks about Hurricane Katrina experience

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

Thefirst of two volunteersfrom
the Colby area recently returned
fromworkingwiththeRed Crossin
Mississippi.

Jim Oliver, Colby, and Frank
Powers, Gove County, served as
volunteers on the county’s emer-
gency response vehicle at
Waveland where victims there
didn’t evacuate.

“Thiswashigger than anything|
had ever experienced with the Red
Crossthusfar,” Jim said about the
assignment.

“Thefilth, sludge, theunsanitary
conditions, the death and destruc-
tion waseverywhere,” he said.

Oliver said Waveland wasabout

25 milesfrom Gulf Port, whichisa
small town of about 2,000 people
and right on the coast.

“These were people who made
thedecisionto stay andrideout the
storm,” he said.

Most of them, Jim said, believe
now itwasabad decisiontostay, but
many told himthey hadnogasoline,
no car, or thought they would be
aright if they moved to the second
floor of their homeor into attics.

“Everybody had a story to tell,”
hesaid, “but all of them agreed that
if they could have done it over
again, none would have made the
decisionto stay.”

He said that many of the news
broadcastsabout thepeoplecutting
holesintheroof to get out of attics

came from the area he and Powers
were serving.

Thefirst half mile of the coast-
line, Jim said, had been reduced to
sticks where once stood resort
homes along the beaches.

Thechaosand commotioninthat
particular area was also heart-
wrenching, hesaid. Althoughthere
were traffic signals, none of them
wereworkingandlaw enforcement
command centerswerebeing set up
when Jim and Powers began their
work.

“The chaos included | ooting,
dogsrun over inthe streets, people
pushing grocery carts around with
personnel possessions in them, a
parking lot turned into a hospital
with surgeries being done under a

Tropical fun

Colby High School students showed off their school spirit during “Tropical Thursday” today. Mark
Bartlett, Jacquie Fry, John Schmidt, and Jessie Stephens were alldressed up forthe day’stheme.
The school’s student council chose atheme for each day during Homecoming week. Tonight there
willbe ajersey auction, bonfire and pep rally at 8:30 p.m. at the Thomas County Fairgrounds. The
community is invited to come show their support for the Eagles.
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tent and a huge search and rescue
operation was underway with a
temporary morgue,” hesaid.

“Somany thingswereeerieand|
felt terrible, because typically we
don’'t deal withthingsof thisnature
asvolunteerswiththe Red Cross,”
hesaid.

Theroutineday for Jimand Frank
startedinWigginaat 6:30 a.m. and
generally wouldendat9or 10 p.m.
Each morning they would load the
vehicle with about 250 hot meals,
snacks and juices and drive the 55
milesto Waveland.

After distributing the 250 morn-
ing meals, they would return to
Wigginsand load up the 250 after-
noonmeal sand driveback toWave-
land.

Oncethepeoplereadizedthat the
emergency response vehicle was
bringing hot meals to the various
neighborhoods, it went smoothand
they really got thejob done.

“1 felt bad for these people,” Jim
said, “they had been through the
flood and there would be more
heartacheto follow.”

After serving 500 meals a day
(morning and afternoon), the two
wouldreturntoWigginswherethey
stayed in a school gymnasium on
cots.

When comparedtothevictimsin
Waveland, Jimsaidlifeinthegym-
nasiumwasn’t sobad—they could
shower, hadtwo or threefansset up
and an air mattressto sleep on.

After returning home late last

week, Jimsaidhedidn’trealizehow
much internalizing he had done
about the situation and how the ex-
perience had taken its toll on his
heart.

Currently the doctors are at-
tempting to bring the heart rhythm
back to normal onitsown.

Not wanting to dwell on his
health situation, Jimdid say that he
hopeshisheart will get back tonor-
mal onitsown— but wasunaware
that thework, stressand emotional
drainhad caught upwithhiminthis
way.

“That’ satough onetoadmit,” he
said.

For now, Jimisdoing alright anc
continuesto pray for thevictimsas
he watchesfrom Colby now.

After 13 years, Genesis continues
helping families in Thomas County

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

People in the county have been
getting assistance from Genesis-
Thomas County, Inc. for 13 years
now. They were first organized in
April, 1993.

Wynn Duffey, board president,
said the organization hasonemain
focus.

“It'smostly emergency food as-
sistance,” she said. “People can
come onceamonth.”

Duffey said they help families
when they need it, from helping
themthrougharough patchtofami-
lieswho need assi stancethroughout
theyear.

Toget assistance, shesaid people
must have been Thomas County
residentsfor at |east three months.

Many families are referred to
Genesis, and they can work with
other service or church organiza-
tionsinthe county to get assistance
whereit isneeded.

Or people can call the Genesis
office at 460-7930 to refer some-
one. Shesaid they havean answer-
ingmachinethat ischecked several
times during the week, so people
can leave amessage.

In 2005, an average of 49 fami-
liesamonth havebeen hel ped sofar.
Duffey saidit’sfluctuated, but they

havehelped asmany as55families
inonemonththisyear. Shesaidthe
numbers are about the same aslast
year.

Also, the organization is sup-
ported solely on donations, both of
money and non-perishable food
items.

Duffey said many churches and
service organizations collect food
and donateit.

Othersholdfood drivesthrough-
out theyear to help, including Post
Office employeeswho have an an-
nual drive aswell as Girls Scoults,
whose drive will be coming up in
mid-October.

“Those are both really big,” she
said.

Last year, employeesat Citizens
Medical Center held aweek-long
competitionto seewho could come
up with the most donations.

Duffey saidthat’sjustanexample
of some of the things done around
the county to help out.

She said if people want to help,
they can donate food or money, of
course, participateinafooddriveor
volunteer to fill food baskets.

The food bank is staffed by Re-
tired and Senior VVolunteer Program
volunteers, all of whomareover 55.
She said people can get involved
that way if they fit those require-

ments. This holiday season, they
will need volunteers in December
tofill Christmasbaskets. Theboard
isalso looking for one more mem-
ber.

Duffey saidthey can alwaysuseo
non-perishabl e canned goods like
soup, vegetables, fruit and cannec
meat liketuna.

They can also use peanut butter
andjelly, Jell-oand pudding, cereal
and boxed tunaor hamburger hel p-
er. Shesaidthey can’ttakeanything
that has already been opened or
home-canned.

The applications for Christmas
basketswill go out in mid-October
andthey will  sobemadeavailable
at several locations.

Churchesorindividualscanal so
refer families. They used to help
with school supplies each year but
shesaid other organizationsprovide
much assistancewiththat, but they
will if someone donates supplies.

“That’s something else that we
cando,” Duffey said.

Genesisisat theThomas County
Office Complex, Suite 6.

They are open from 10 a.m. tc
noon and 1 to 4 p.m. on Wednes-
days.

To make a monetary donation,
people can send them to Genesis,
Box. 214, Colby, Kan. 67701.
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