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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: THE NEW COLOGNE,

SOLD IN A CRIMSON BOTTLE, SMELLS

TERRIBLE. IT’S NOT WORTH A RED SCENT.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals A
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Dad disownsdaughter after wedding

DEARABBY: Two years ago, |
married awonderful man I'll call
“Kenny.” | am whiteand Kenny is
African-American. After | an-
nounced my marriage, my father
stopped taking my phone callsand
e-mails, andrefusesto haveany con-
tact with me whatsoever. He has
never even met my spouse.

| continuetosend my father cards
on his birthday, Father’'s Day and
Christmas, but | never receive any
response.

We live only three miles apart.
Should| giveup oncommunicating
withhim?I just cannot turnmy back
onmy own father, but it appearshe
hasdonethisto me.

| knew hisfeelingsoninterracial
marriagewhen| married Kenny, but
how long should a 45-year-old
woman let a parent’s disapproval
stand in the way of her own happi-
ness?

— DISOWNED DAUGHTER
INVIRGINIA

DEAR DAUGHTER: At age
45, you made a matur e decision.
You knewwhenyoumarriedyour
husband that there would be a
pricetagfor your happiness, and
thisisit.

Faceit: Your father isaracist
whose prejudiceis more impor-
tant to him than your happiness.
Pleasewastenomoretimehoping
hewill “mellow.” Liveyour life
and concentrateon your future.

Please stop banging on a door
that may never open. The next
move, if thereistobeone,isupto
your father.

DEARABBY: A friend of many
yearsisterminally ill, with only a
few daysleft on this Earth. When |
heard the news, | immediately
rushed to see her. We hadn’t seen
each other for about two years be-
cause of an argument.

The argument seems so trivial
now. Because of it, we missed two

| Abigail
Van Buren

Dear Abby

preciousyearstogether. | feel fortu-
nate that we got to talk and make
amends, and she knows how much
| loveher. Wecried themoment we
saw each other.

| thank God | got thisopportunity.
So many times we don’t have the
chance. Pleaseremindeveryonethat
they really do need to say “I love
you” today, because one day there
will not beatomorrow.

I'mglad | got to say everything |
needed to her, as well as goodbye.
My heart is aching. She'staking a
part of me with her. We always
thought we' d be herefor each other
all of ourlives. | can'tbelievel have
to carry onwithout her.

— LOST SOUL IN SYRA-
CUSE

DEAR LOST SOUL: Thank
you for an important letter, and
for thereminder that sometimes
it takesatragedytoremindusthat
lifeissofragileandtoput our pri-
oritiesin order.

When carrying agrudgetakes
over someone’slife, sometimesthe
most healing thing a person can
doissimply forgiveand moveon.

IntheJewishreligion,inthel0
days between Rosh Hashanah
(the Jewish New Year) and Yom
Kippur (the Day of Atonement),
thefaithful arecommandedtoask
forgiveness from anyone they
may have wronged or offended
duringtheyear.

InJudaism, God cannot for give
the sins a person has committed
against another unlessthesinner
hasasked that per sonfor forgive-
ness. If theinjured party rejects
theapology threetimes—and by

theway, in the Old Testament it
saysit’'sasintocarryagrudge—
the wrongdoer isthen released
fromtheobligationtoask for give-
ness.
Thisyear,the1l0daystoask for-
givenessbegin today.

DEAR ABBY: | have always
been an animal lover. | have had &
peek-a-poo, “Flopsy,” for 12 years.
She'sthelast of my pets, and loves
measmuch asl loveher.

Flopsy washitby acar and her hip
was fractured. Now | must confine
her toour houseuntil she'swell. My
fiance, “Lenny,” complains | have
spent too much money at thevet on
her. Lenny sayshecan put a20-cent
bullet in her and solvethe prablem.

Of course, | would never permit
it, nor will I do anything like that.
Flopsy doesn’t bother him. She al-
ways staysin the sameroom as me
no matter wherel go. | have no de-
mandingchoresinmy life,sol don't
seetheharm.

Doyouthink | should put her out
of her misery? Am | being selfish?

—ANIMAL LOVERIN
GEORGIA

DEARANIMALLOVER: You
are asking me something that
should bediscussed with Flopsy’s
veterinarian. If, at her age, shecan
regain her health and mobility
andfrolicagain, | seenoreasontc
euthanizeher. If shecan't,thenit
might bethekind thingtodo.

Something elsein your letter
concer ns me, however. Therela-
tionship you have with Flopsy
apparently does “bother” your
fiance. | suspect that heresentsthe
loveyou havefor her and thetime
and attentionyoulavishonher.Tc
have suggested “ putting a bullet
in her” shows he has a cruel
streak.

If you arewise, you will think
long and hard before marrying
someonelikethat.
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Mariscal had no trouble making her contract, athlete 2 43 Ambu-
losing only the two red acesfor plus 600. 28 cortal L ance
At the other table, with Elena Brucilovsky president A 44Bobby of
and Bronia Nosnik of Mexico sitting East- 30Raw . hockey
West, Nosnik opened the West hand withone 0% ! PR,
spade, leading to thisauction: session  [PIEIA[L] EITIA due
34 Mirth Sl i 46 Gridiron
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South could have saved the day by remov-
ing her partner’s second double to five dia-
monds, or four notrump (asking North to
choose aminor), but she elected to pass.

The contract could have been defeated, but
Northledthekingof diamondsrather thanatop

club.

Nosnik discarded her losing clubonthedia-
mond ace and later led a heart to dummy’s
gueento hold her lossesto threetricks.

Plus590at thistablegaveMexicoatotal gain
of 1,190 points, or 15 IMPs, onthedeal.

Tomorrow: A case of simplearithmetic.
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