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This is what they’re all talking about!

• Local area news  • Comics  • Bridge
• Crossword Puzzle  • Dear Abby  • Weather
• Sports  • Features  • Statehouse Coverage

• Diverse Editorial Page

Delivered by carrier in:

 - Colby
  - Brewster
  - Oakley

Mailed to the following counties:
Cheyenne, Decatur, Gove, Logan, Rawlins,

Sheridan, Sherman, Wallace and Thomas counties.

NOW AVAILABLE AT:

Red’s in Hoxie

4 mo. $50; 8 mo. $62; 1 yr. $78

WE ALSO OFFER SENIOR DISCOUNTS.

785-462-3963
155 W. 5th • Colby

4 mo. $38; 8 mo. $53; 1 yr. $70

COLBY CINEMA
& ARCADE

SEPT. 30 - OCT. 6

COLBY THEATRE
SEPT. 30 - OCT. 6

Fri. & Sat.: 7:00 & 9:00
Sun. thru Thurs.: 7:00

FLIGHT PLAN
(PG-13)

1:40

JUST LIKE HEAVEN
Fri. & Sat..: 7:15 & 9:00

Sun. thru Thurs.: 7:15
(PG-13)

1:35

LORD OF WAR
(R)

2:00
Fri. & Sat.: 7:00 & 9:15

Sun. thru Thurs.: 7:00

Fri. & Sat.: 7:15 & 9:00
Sun. thru Thurs.: 7:15

THE MAN
(PG-13)

1:24

“                 They (foster children) feel they are
taking care of something. They’ll work hard
because they’re working for the animals.

Jeremy Blue,
co-operator of Critterland and Petting Zoo

‘Critterland and Petting Zoo’ open to animals and children
HOLCOMB  (AP) — Feel free to

call this home a zoo. That’s not just
a figure of speech.

Ina and Jeremy Blue operate
Critterland Petting Zoo, with many
different types of wild animals, be-
hind their house on eight acres of
land outside Holcomb.

The Critterland barn is filled with
assorted farm animals like llamas,
potbellied pigs, sheep, goats, min-
iature horses and miniature don-
keys, along with other not so com-
mon creatures, like a chinchilla (a
thick-coated rodent from South
America) or a coatimundi (a mem-
ber of the raccoon family native to
Central America).

Fortunately, these animals aren’t

the only ones who have found a safe
refuge in the Blue household.

Through their 12-year marriage,
the Blues have taken in more than
40 foster children and currently are
in the process of adopting two.

As they’ve discovered, the ani-
mals and the children essentially go

hand in hand.
“Being around the animals ... I

realized, for the children, is an ice-
breaker, a tension breaker,”  said
Ina, who also was a foster child
when she was younger. “When they
first come in, they’ re not told a lot
about their new home.”

Showing the children all the ani-
mals is the easiest way to make them
feel welcome, Ina said.

While the Blues have been plan-
ning on opening Critterland since
they first moved into their home
seven years ago, they weren’ t able
to actually start putting everything
together until the beginning of the
year.

“We moved in so to have more
foster children and one day all the
animals,”  Ina said.

When they heard about an exotic
animal auction taking place in
Oklahoma in April, they decided
the time was right.

“The biggest thing was going to
see all of the things we could have

at the animal auctions,”  Jeremy
said. “That fired it off.”

Extended family Foster children
are an especially important subject
for Ina because she was once one
herself.

“ Before we got married, I told
him I wanted foster children.”  Ina
said. “As I grew up, I knew it was
something I was going to do. It be-
came a way to help.”

The animals not only allow the
children to feel more comfortable,
they also can reinvigorate their
sense of purpose.

“They feel they are taking care of
something,”  Jeremy said. “They’ ll
work hard because they’ re working
for the animals.”

Interacting with the creatures is

a way to teach the children lessons
on how to interact with people, an
aspect of their life which hasn’ t al-
ways been normal, Jeremy said.

“For example, with the donkeys,
(I say) ’You can yell at them, you
can swat them, but they don’ t re-
spond to that,”’  he said. “Kids don’ t
either. When we take new children
to see the animals, there is always
an experience. It never fails; a kid
will leave the gate open, and we all
have to go out and chase the ani-
mals. That gives us an experience to
share and laugh about later on.”

Quiet time with the animals also
can provide the children with a
mental diversion, Ina said.

“Especially after visits, or after
courts,”  she said. “We don’ t have to
talk about their feelings. We can talk
about the rabbit.”

Since opening in June, the Blues
have given an estimated 25 tours of
Critterland and hope to give several
more now that the school year has
started. By the end of they year, the
Blues hope to open a Critterland pet
store in Garden City.

The zoo and the prospective pet
store are just the first of several en-
terprises they plan to open under the
title.

Thursday Night Cruisers give Salinans free car show
SALINA (AP) — For a classic

car fan like Doug Hamilton, there
was no better time to grow up than
the 1950s.

It was the era of fiery Ford road-
sters and chugging Chevy pickups,
chrome-plated Cadillacs and candy
red T-birds, souped-up speedsters
and cool convertibles, whose own-
ers came together each weekend to
cruise up and down the main street
of their hometowns to the energetic
beat of that new rock ’n’  roll music.

“Back then, I couldn’t wait to see
all the new cars as they came out in
the streets,”  said Hamilton, 59,
Salina. “ It was just the best time to
grow up.”

Hamilton has owned five 1958
Chevrolet Impalas since he was a
teenager growing up in Beloit. His
current model is painted a shiny red
and equipped with factory air, rare
for its era.

Hamilton thought his cruising
days were long gone until the for-
mation in June 2003 of the Thurs-
day Night Cruisers, an informal
gathering of classic car, hot rod and
street rod owners and aficionados.
Every Thursday night from April
through October, these men and
women meet at a local Wendy’s and
spend 30 to 40 minutes cruising
Salina city streets, finishing at a

nearby Dairy Queen. Cruise orga-
nizer Darwin Henry said the idea
behind the cruise was to give the
many classic car owners in the area
a place to come together on a regu-
lar basis and also provide the oppor-
tunity for owners to show off their
cars.

“We try to take a different route
each time,”  said Henry, 59. “We go
through at least one park and then
along a residential area or cul de sac.
It’s a lot of fun when a line of 15 or
20 cars drive down a street and kids
wave at us and people mowing their
lawns stop and look at us.”

At about 6 on a recent Thursday
night, with a clear evening sky and
mild temperatures, 26 cars pulled
into the Wendy’s parking lot. The
well-preserved and restored ve-
hicles included a 1948 Willis Jeep-
ster, 1955 Porsche speedster, 1974

Corvette Stingray, 1964 Buick
Wildcat Sport Coupe and even a
souped-up 1934 fire truck.

Juanita and Pat Masco own a
1956 red Ford pickup and spring-
time yellow 1966 Mustang convert-
ible. Juanita, 70, claims ownership
of the Mustang, while she said Pat
takes care of the pickup.

“That’s the way it’s supposed to
be,”  she said with a laugh.

Pat, 69, said he can remember
owning several of these cars long
before they were considered clas-
sics, when monthly payments aver-
aged $40 and gas was 15 cents a
gallon.

“ This definitely brings back
memories of the 1950s, when we
cruised up and down the streets and
went to drive-ins where girls on
roller skates served you,”  he said.

After eating at Wendy’s, cruisers

gathered in the parking lot to begin
the night’s excursion. Led by Hen-
ry, driving a 1969 Chevy pickup, the
caravan of classic cars and trucks
departed from the parking lot and
headed south, eventually leading
through several southeast Salina
neighborhoods.

When leading a caravan of 20 or
more cars, it is crucial to avoid stop
lights and many left turns, Henry
said.

“You want to keep traffic flow-
ing, so we don’ t get scattered,”  he
said.

The cruisers were greeted by
homeowners doing yard work,
people walking their dogs and
wide-eyed children who stopped
playing and watched the cars go by
with dropped jaws and pointing fin-
gers. The caravan eventually ar-
rived at the empty lot just north of
Dairy Queen. One of the first was a
1974 Corvette Stingray driven by
Derek Wells who, at 16, was the
youngest Thursday night cruiser.

Wells said the Corvette has been
in his family about 18 years and has
all its original parts except for the
front and back bumper.

“ It only has 37,000 miles on it,
and this is the first time it’s been out
of the garage in a long time,”  Wells
said. “ It only comes out on special

occasions like this.”
The Wells family can’ t afford to

take the car out too much — during
the cruise, which covered less than
10 miles, the Corvette ate nearly a
quarter tank of gas. And it doesn’ t
take unleaded, either. “We can only
put in regular, so we have to put a
special chemical in the gas to get it
to the right blend,”  Wells said.

Salinan Bill Pierson parked his
1955 Porsche 356 Speedster under
a tree while many of his fellow driv-
ers headed to Dairy Queen. Pierson
is local treasurer and newsletter
writer of the 80-member German
Car Club of Kansas, an organization
of classic German car owners from
throughout the state who often
bring a dozen or more Porsches,
Volkswagens, BMWs and Mer-
cedes-Benzes to Thursday night
cruises in a show of classic car soli-
darity. “Every Thursday, people in
Salina get a free car show,”  Pierson
said. “ It’s a fun way for us to get
together, have fun and share our
passion for German cars with the
community. Eating ice cream next
to his 1964 Buick Wildcat Sport
Coupe, Salinan Doug Strahan said
the great value of the Thursday
night cruise was to bring together
people who ordinarily might have
little in common.

Car enthusiast says 1950s were the best years

“                 Back then, I couldn’t wait to see all the
new cars as they came out in the streets. It
was just the best time to grow up.”

Doug Hamilton,
Classic car fan


