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‘Critterland and Petting Zoo’ open to animals and children

HOLCOMB (AP)— Feel freeto
call thishomeazoo. That'snot just
afigure of speech.

Ina and Jeremy Blue operate
Critterland Petting Zoo, with many
different typesof wild animals, be-
hind their house on eight acres of
land outside Holcomb.

TheCritterlandbarnisfilledwith
assorted farm animalslike llamas,
potbellied pigs, sheep, goats, min-
iature horses and miniature don-
keys, along with other not so com-
mon creatures, like a chinchilla (a
thick-coated rodent from South
America) or acoatimundi (amem-
ber of the raccoon family nativeto
Central America).

Fortunately, theseanimalsaren’t

They (foster children) feel they are
taking care of something. They’ll work hard
because they’re working for the animals.

Jeremy Blue,

co-operator of Critterland and Petting Zoo

theonly oneswho havefound asafe
refugein the Blue household.
Throughtheir 12-year marriage,
the Blues have taken in more than
40foster childrenand currently are
in the process of adopting two.
Asthey’ve discovered, the ani-
mal sandthechildrenessentially go

hand in hand.

“Being around the animals ... |
realized, for thechildren, isanice-
breaker, a tension breaker,” said
Ina, who also was a foster child
when shewasyounger. “Whenthey
first comein, they'renot told alot
about their new home.”

Showingthechildrenall theani-
mal sistheeasi est way tomakethem
feel welcome, Inasaid.

Whilethe Blueshave been plan-
ning on opening Critterland since
they first moved into their home
seven years ago, they weren't able
toactualy start putting everything
together until the beginning of the
year.

“We moved in so to have more
foster children and one day all the
animals,” Inasaid.

Whenthey heard about anexotic
animal auction taking place in
Oklahoma in April, they decided
thetimewasright.

“The biggest thing was going to
seeall of thethingswe could have

Car enthusiast says 1950s were the best years
Thursday Night Cruisers give Salinans free

SALINA (AP) — For aclassic
car fan like Doug Hamilton, there
was no better timeto grow up than
the 1950s.

It wastheeraof fiery Ford road-
stersand chugging Chevy pickups,
chrome-plated Cadillacsand candy
red T-birds, souped-up speedsters
and cool convertibles, whoseown-
erscametogether eachweekendto
cruise up and down the main street
of their hometownstotheenergetic
beat of that new rock ' n’ roll music.

“Backthen, | couldn’twaittosee
all thenew carsasthey cameoutin
the streets,” said Hamilton, 59,
Salina. “It wasjust the best timeto
grow up.”

Hamilton has owned five 1958
Chevrolet Impalas since he was a
teenager growing up in Beloit. His
current model ispainted ashiny red
and equipped with factory air, rare
foritsera

Hamilton thought his cruising
days were long gone until the for-
mation in June 2003 of the Thurs-
day Night Cruisers, an informal
gathering of classiccar, hotrodand
street rod owners and aficionados.
Every Thursday night from April
through October, these men and
women meet at alocal Wendy’sand
spend 30 to 40 minutes cruising
Salina city streets, finishing at a

Back then, |l couldn’t waitto seeall the
new cars as they came out in the streets. It
was just the best time to grow up.”

Doug Hamilton,
Classic car fan

nearby Dairy Queen. Cruise orga-
nizer Darwin Henry said the idea
behind the cruise was to give the
many classic car ownersinthearea
aplaceto cometogether on aregu-
lar basisand al so providetheoppor-
tunity for ownersto show off their
cars.

“We try to take a different route
eachtime,” said Henry, 59.“Wego
through at least one park and then
alongaresidential areaor cul desac.
It'salot of funwhenalineof 15or
20carsdrivedownastreet andkids
waveat usand peoplemowingtheir
lawns stop and look at us.”

At about 6 on arecent Thursday
night, with aclear evening sky and
mild temperatures, 26 cars pulled
into the Wendy's parking lot. The
well-preserved and restored ve-
hiclesincluded a1948 Willis Jeep-
ster, 1955 Porsche speedster, 1974

Corvette Stingray, 1964 Buick
Wildcat Sport Coupe and even a
souped-up 1934 firetruck.

Juanita and Pat Masco own a
1956 red Ford pickup and spring-
timeyellow 1966 Mustang convert-
ible. Juanita, 70, claimsownership
of the Mustang, while she said Pat
takes care of the pickup.

“That'stheway it’'s supposed to
be,” she said with alaugh.

Pat, 69, said he can remember
owning several of these carslong
before they were considered clas-
sics, whenmonthly paymentsaver-
aged $40 and gas was 15 cents a
galon.

“This definitely brings back
memories of the 1950s, when we
cruisedupand downthestreetsand
went to drive-ins where girls on
roller skates served you,” he said.

After eatingat Wendy’s, cruisers

gatheredintheparkinglot tobegin
thenight’sexcursion. Led by Hen-
ry, drivinga1969 Chevy pickup, the
caravan of classic cars and trucks
departed from the parking lot and
headed south, eventually leading
through several southeast Salina
neighborhoods.

When leading acaravan of 20 or
morecars, itiscrucial toavoidstop
lights and many left turns, Henry
said.

“You want to keep traffic flow-
ing, so we don't get scattered,” he
said.

The cruisers were greeted by
homeowners doing yard work,
people walking their dogs and
wide-eyed children who stopped
playing and watched the carsgo by
withdroppedjawsand pointingfin-
gers. The caravan eventually ar-
rived at the empty lot just north of
Dairy Queen. Oneof thefirstwasa
1974 Corvette Stingray driven by
Derek Wells who, at 16, was the
youngest Thursday night cruiser.

Wellssaid the Corvette hasbeen
inhisfamily about 18 yearsandhas
al itsoriginal parts except for the
front and back bumper.

“It only has 37,000 miles on it,
andthisisthefirsttimeit’ sbeenout
of thegarageinalongtime,” Wells
said. “It only comes out on special

at the animal auctions,” Jeremy
said. “That fired it off.”

Extended family Foster children
arean especially important subject
for Ina because she was once one
herself.

“Before we got married, | told
him | wanted foster children.” Ina
said. “As| grew up, | knew it was
something | wasgoingto do. It be-
cameaway to help.”

The animals not only allow the
children to feel more comfortable,
they also can reinvigorate their
sense of purpose.

“They feel they aretaking careof
something,” Jeremy said. “They’ll
work hard becausethey’ reworking
for theanimals.”

Interacting with the creaturesis

car show

occasionslikethis.”

TheWellsfamily can’t afford to
takethecar out too much— during
thecruise, which covered lessthan
10 miles, the Corvette ate nearly a
quarter tank of gas. And it doesn’t
takeunleaded, either. “Wecanonly
put in regular, so we have to put a
specia chemical inthegasto get it
totheright blend,” Wells said.

Salinan Bill Pierson parked his
1955 Porsche 356 Speedster under
atreewhilemany of hisfellow driv-
ersheadedtoDairy Queen. Pierson
islocal treasurer and newsletter
writer of the 80-member German
Car Clubof Kansas, anorganization
of classic German car ownersfrom
throughout the state who often
bring a dozen or more Porsches,
Volkswagens, BMWs and Mer-
cedes-Benzes to Thursday night
cruisesinashow of classiccar soli-
darity. “ Every Thursday, peoplein
Salinaget afreecar show,” Pierson
said. “It'safun way for usto get
together, have fun and share our
passion for German cars with the
community. Eating ice cream next
to his 1964 Buick Wildcat Sport
Coupe, Salinan Doug Strahan said
the great value of the Thursday
night cruise was to bring together
people who ordinarily might have
littlein common.

away to teach the children lessons
on how to interact with people, an
aspect of their lifewhich hasn’t al-
ways been normal, Jeremy said.

“For example, withthedonkeys,
(I say) "You can yell at them, you
can swat them, but they don’t re-
spondtothat,” hesaid.“Kidsdon't
either. When wetake new children
to see the animals, there is always
an experience. It never fails; akic
will leavethe gate open, and weall
have to go out and chase the ani-
mals. That givesusanexperienceto
share and laugh about later on.”

Quiet timewith theanimalsalso
can provide the children with &
mental diversion, Inasaid.

“Especially after visits, or after
courts,” shesaid. “Wedon't havetc
talk about their feelings. Wecantalk
about the rabbit.”

SinceopeninginJune, the Blues
havegivenan estimated 25 toursof
Critterlandand hopetogivesevera
more now that the school year has
started. By theend of they year, the
BlueshopetoopenacCiritterland pet
storein Garden City.

The zoo and the prospective pet
storearejust thefirst of several en-
terprisesthey planto openunder the
title.
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COLBY CINEMA

& ARCADE

SEPT. 30 - OCT. 6
FLIGHT PLAN

Fri. & Sat.: 7:00 & 9:00 (PG-13)
Sun. thru Thurs.: 7:00 1:40

JUST LIKE HEAVEN

Fri. & Sat..: 7:15 & 9:00  (PG-13)
Sun. thru Thurs.: 7:15 1:35

|COLBY THEATRE

SEPT. 30 - OCT. 6
LORD OF WAR

Fri. & Sat.: 7:00 & 9:15 (R)
Sun. thru Thurs.: 7:00 2:00

THE MAN

Fri. & Sat.: 7:15 & 9:00
Sun. thru Thurs.: 7:15

(PG-13)
1:24
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Delivered by carrier In:

Brewster

Oakley

4 mo. $38; 8 mo. $53; 1 yr. $70

Mailed to the following counties:

Cheyenne, Decatur, Gove, Logan, Rawlins,
Sheridan, Sherman, Wallace and Thomas counties.

4 mo. $50; 8 mo. $62; 1 yr. $78
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7/85-462-3963

155 W. 5th » Colby



