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Other

finally back in office

WEell, | amfinally back in the office. My new daughter issuch a
blessing and | have enjoyed my time out of the officeto bewith her
asshegrows. My new office hoursare asfollows: Monday, Tues-
day and Thursday 8a.m. to 5 p.m.; Wednesday 8a.m.to 1 p.m.; and
Friday 8 am. to noon. Pleasefeel freeto stop by anytime.

Wehaveanew grant availablefor theareasof thearts, education,
literacy, and professional development for educators, the Betty G.
and James Secrest Fund. Thisfund was made possible by agener-
ous bequest by Betty Secrest. Betty was such agiving and caring
person for Thomas County organizations and we are so pleased to
be ableto continue her philanthropy and her wishesafter her death.
Thegrantwill beavailabletwiceayear,in October andagaininApril.
Thedeadlinefor thisgranting periodisOct. 7, whichisquickly ap-
proaching. Should your organization wish to apply, please contact
my officeand | will get an application to you.

Weareso excited to announcethe Foundation’ sfirst agency-des-
ignated endowed fund for Thomas County Hospice. Thisfundwill
provideaguaranteed annual disbursement for ThomasCounty Hos-
pice, which provides such animportant service to Thomas County
citizens. Asour population ages and passeson, thisservicewill be
in high demand, and peoplewho have beentouched by Hospiceser-
vicescanvouchfor theirimportanceandvalue. If anyonewhowould
like to make adonation to thisfund, please contact the Foundation
office, or mail your donation to the office noting that it isto be ap-
plied to the Thomas County Hospice Endowed Fund.

Weare now into thefourth quarter for tax year 2005. Itistimeto
start thinking about your tax burden for thisyear and waysthat you
canreduceit. Makingageneral donationtotheFoundationisagreat
way to help out. Another way isto establish a planned giving pro-
gram through the Foundation. We can work with accountants, at-
torneys, or estate plannersto makethishappen. Planned givingwill
bethefocusof my articlefor theend of October i beon thelook-out
for great tips on creating a plan to help yourself and your commu-
nity.

Pleasecall or stop by theofficewith any questionsabout the Foun-
dation— after all, weareherefor thecommunity. Best wishesuntil
later thismonth!

Danielle Freeman

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail pjschiefen@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nwkansas.com.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Raberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 email: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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Texas dodged a bullet

Itlookslike Texas— and America— dodged
abulletwhenHurricaneRitastartedfalling apart
beforeshehitthecoast. Whilethedamageisstill
significant, it is nowhere near what could have
happened had she hit the Texas and Louisiana
shoreat full force.

There seemed to be alot more common sense
going on in Texas last week than in Louisiana
before K atrina. People packed up and got out of
town before the big one hit. There also seemed
to beless complacency than before.

It al so meansthepriceof gasisn’t goingup as
far aswethought. If the refineries and wells of f
Texas had been destroyed, or even damaged to
the point of being shut down for months, futures
buyers “who have agreat deal to say about the
price” would have panicked and wewould have
ended up with $6 gas beforeit was over.

One thing we don't often want to talk about,
however,isGod shandinall this. Therearethose
that say God had nohandinit for oneof tworea-
sons. Either Hedoesn't exist or Hehasremoved
Himself from the physical sciences. They are
wrong and usually militantly ignorant to boot.

Otherstry to separate God fromnature, thereby
removing Him from complicity in the matter of
natural disasters. They arewrongaswell, though
probably more gentleintheir ignorance.

God has made it clear that He causes every-
thing that happens; either through His express
will (direct operation) or hispermissivewill (al-
lowing*“ nature” totakeitscourse.) Ineither case,

!r a Jay Kelley
~ 7" @ Speaking
MyMind

Hisforeknowledge remainsintact.

Thereareal sothosewho say itisasign of the
second coming. They arewrong, too. Jesussaid
thesethingswoul d happenthroughout time, but
that therewould be no sign of that day.

How then do we explain such disasters?
Sometimesthey aresimply theresult of afallen
world. Whenmanfell, theearthwascursedwith
him sothat hewould nolonger livein autopian
paradise called Eden.

Sometimes, however, they arewarningstoan
unrepentant people. One cannot help but ook
at our unbridled thirst for oil and the fact that
most of our oil production is centered where
Katrinaand Ritahit.

One cannot help but marvel at the power of
God and the insignificance of man as all our
modern technology can do in the face of such
power iswarnustoget out of theway. Weshould
bemovedtotakeintoaccount Hisgreat patience
aswell.

Without oil, we are helplessand an ail crisis

of that magnitude would leave usin afinancia
hole from which we could never recover.

Perhaps we should take the hint, but we are
arrogant, sowewill continuetokill our unborn
children at an appalling rate, becauseitismore
convenient than practicing self-control.

Wewill continue to condone homosexuality
and in time will come to accept polygamy,
polyamory, pedophiliaand even bestiality, be-
causethey are“civil rights.”

Wewill continuetocondoneaculturethat puts
sportsand entertainment aboveethics, integrity,
intelligence and education even at the high
school level and lower.

We will keep exporting American jobs and
money to support acorporate attitudein which
patriotismandloyalty arenothing morethan ad-
vertising soundbites.

Itwill goonuntil God’ spatiencerunsout anc
itwill end, at least for us. Not in fireand brim-
stone but worse. We will be reduced to third-
world status, begging scraps from our richer
neighbors.

It happenedin Israel, but it also happened in
Babylon, Greece, Rome, Britain and Russia. It
happensto anyonewho doesnot heed thewarn-
ings.

*kkk*x

JayKelleyisaminister andwriter who speaks
his mind from time to time. His e-mail i<
jkelley@st-tel.net.

America’s love affair with cars

Welove our cars. | think no other society on
the planet has the same love affair with four
wheelsand the open road like Americans.

Takethe Speed Channel for example. Anen-
tirenetwork dedicatedto cars, mainly fast ones,
and other vehiclesused for racing, even motor-
cycles.

| watch sometimes, usually the Barrett Jack-
son auction highlightsfrom Prescott, Ariz.

They sell classiccars, rarecars, Europeancars
and American musclecars.

I"'musually fairly interested, but if they show
something I ve lusted after since | was ateen-
ager, likea1960s Chevy Camaro or Ford Mus-
tangfromthesameera, | tendtodropeverything
and park in front of the television to see how
much the object of my affection sellsfor.

Thegoingpriceisinthetensof thousandsand
thetop-selling car ever at theauctionwasaone-
of-a-kind Oldsmobilethat ended up getting sold
for $3million andisnow in aColorado car mu-
seum.

Also, classiccarsarebecominganinvestment.
People are dropping their savings into the best
Detroit ever made instead of real estate or the
stock market because the demand for classics
will never goaway and astimegoeson, they will
probably become more scarce.

| know we Americanslove our cars, much to
the chagrin of places like Europe where many
people don’'t own cars. They just don’t get it, |
think.

Herein the States there are almost too many
options when it comes to picking a vehicle.
Choicesrun from compact and fuel efficient to
luxurious.

I’mnot knocking anyone'schoiceof vehicles.
To each their own.

And heaven knowsif anyone spends enough
timeontheroad, alittleluxury goesalong, long

way.

Tisha Cox
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My own lifeasaroad warrior has been spent
mainly inthe compact Fordsowned by my par-
ents to my own current not-as-compact Ford
Contour.

| canattesttothefactthefuel efficiency isnice
but when it comesto space and comfort, really
long roadtrips are not what it was madefor.

Inaperfect world, | would havea1968 hard-
top Camaro. My littlesister has 1996 Mustang,
soatleast | canspendtimewithituntil | canone
day get my own pony or muscle car.

| understand the 1970s energy crisis caused
auto companiestostart|ooking at making more
fuel efficient carsand a so opened uptheAmeri-
can market for Japanese auto makers.

That was the end of the muscle car era, and
productiononsomeof themost classiccarsever
produced.

Now, we have wildly popular sport utility
vehicleswhich arethe perfect exampleof form
tofunction. Plenty of room, comfortableandyou
can haul the family and everything you need
without crowding everyone.

However, increasing gas prices have people
whispering that end of the SUV eramight be
upOoN US Soon.

| don’t know. | can’t foresee the future, but
with plenty of imagination and ingenuity, I'm
surecar designerswill comeup with something

that will surprise and astonish people and pos-
sibly revolutionizetheindustry at thesametime,

Ford revamped the Mustang, makingit aper-
fect fusion of the classics of the past and what
could beimagined inthefuture. Cadillacslook
like they’ ve never looked before. Carsin gen-
eral look more organic— flowing linesinsteac
of boxy angles.

| al'so don't think people 50 years ago coulc
imaginewhat thereisnow. Gas/el ectrichybrids
with built-in navigation systems, DV D players
andmore. It'salmost likeyou havethecomforts
of home in the car without having to put the
house on wheelsor buy an RV.

Cars also get equated with freedom and are
almost part of theAmerican cultureidentity. A<
carshave changed, so have people, but theidez
till hasremained the same.

Much like the Mustang was redesigned for ¢
new generation, Americans change with it and
becomeidentified with the cars of thetime.

| can’t think of my childhood inthe 70swith-
out remembering the Pontiac Firebirds of the
time. My younger sister, the Mustang.

And | can hardly wait to see what will come
in the near future, what people will remember
when they think about the times we're living
now.

| know onething | am looking forward to —
therebirth of the Camaro.

| hear it’sgoing to get amakeover and become
aconcept car by next year and possibly be back
in production by 2009. Asl said, | can’t wait.

| hopeit, andtheyearsto come, areasgood as
they can be.

Tisha Cox isa general assignment reporter/
photographer for the Free Press.

Her column appears on Mondays. tcox
@nwkansas.com.
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