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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

WITH PERMISS|ON, DANCERS
KINDLY POSED FOR PHOTO-
GRAPHS

THE OUTFITS WERE ORNNTE,
EACH DESIGN HAVINGGRERT WHY HE HAD PAINTED BlLaOD
PERSONAL SIGNIFICANCE,

| ASKED ONE YOUNG MAN AND | WONDERED, WHAT
TRUTHS THOSE TEARS

WouLD TELL..

oA Sl
iy

RED TEARS RUNNING FROM
HIS EYES AND MOUTH. HE
SAID (T WAS TO HELP HIM
SEE AND SPEAK THE TRUTH.

By Unversal Press Syndicate
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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

PEOPLE WERE EASY TO
TALK TO AND EAGER TO
ANSWER QUESTIONS.
THIS ISN'T PLASTHIC -THESE
ARE PORCUPINE

QUILLS! o

CHOOSE. THEIR XTTIRE.
THROUGH A SPIRITUAL

AND TALKS Wi

ns Inc./Dist. By Universal Press Syndicate

ELLEN, I JUST WANTED
YOU TO KNOW...I ALREADY
HAVE A DATE FOR FRIDAY!

OFM PANES 10-5

V. \/ / Y p
I JUsT WoW./ Yol WERE I COULDN'T
egTA MARR/E’D/A LONG i TAKE ITANY LONGER
DIVORCE | TIME 5IR KNIGHT,! : EVERY NIGHT JuUsT
WHAT HAPPENED 2 Egrzggg I W To

| LEARNED THAT DANCERS

QUEST. DREAMS, VISIONS
ELDERS

| WAS TOLD THAT BECOMING AND WHEN You GET THE
A DANCER WAS MORE OF  CALL - YOUVE GoT 10 0.

ANCALLINGTHAN A

CONSCIOUS DECISION.... 76#7]
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GO EASY
ON HER,
SHE'S REALLY
HURTING
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BUMSTEAD, | WANT THOSE
CONTRACTS [ ASKED YOU
TO DO THIS MORNING

WELL, WHAT ARE A MIRACLE
yOuU WAITING
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www.Blondie.com

YOUR OFFICE
NEEDS PAINTING

IT SHOULD BE
BROWN...A GOOD DEFINITELY NOT THAT SICKLY
BROWN, NOT THAT
AWFUL DARK

NOT TOO BROWN, AND
YELLOWISH BROWN

BROWN ..,
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WHAT 15 IT EXACTLY
THAT BOTHERS N
ABAT ZEINGA
PEDIATRICIANT
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
HILARY, YOU DIDN'T I DIDN‘T EVEN \
WIN BECAUSE SOME KNOW YOU Isli'ETé‘HQg'Ff:K
KIDS ARE MEAN TO COULD DRAW SOME BEER
DRAWING BECAUSE | YOU. YOU WON A CLYDESDALE! COMMERCIAL.

I HAD NO ONE TO
HANG OUT WITH.

Cryptoquip
HEV WSZSKNXF JVED, JSKS-

RWPHNXF EPI HVV XVNDNKI,

RVHU UPC JVQQNHHSC P

QVVNXF ZNVKPHNVX,

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A GECKO BECAME
A WHIZ AT BLACK MAGIC, WOULD YOU REFER
TO HIS SKILLS AS LIZARDRY?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals O

BECAUSE YOU'RE
TALENTED. VERY,
VERY TALENTED.

©2005 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

IA M

FZGWQRGP

UQZB
HYSY AMIVIRW, J'F UMX JPU
ZHRYS HZGVF BSZCMCVX

CY JR PQY QZVY,

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: TWO REVELING
COWS, CELEBRATING WAY TOO NOISILY, BOTH
HAD COMMITTED A MOOING VIOLATION.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals E

Crossword
ACROSS 35 Mater DOWN 21 Basin
1 “Little lead-in 1 English accessory
Women” 36 Arena channel 22 Un-
woman for 2 History adorned
5 Rebuff a Sarah chapter 23 Cassette
masher Hughes 3 Pitch 24 Catches
9 Male 37007,e.9. 4 lthelps some
swan 38 Band- when rays
12 Heehaw leader you 26 Deliver a
13 Staffer Louis break kayo
14 Onassis, 40 Cougar your word punch
familiarly 42 Owned 5 Hourglass 27 Passbook
150ne in 43 Bouton- filler abbr.
charge of niere 6 Lo-cal 28 Rhett’s
board flower 7 Citric shocking
meet- 48 Ovum beverage word
ings? 49 Take 8 Scent 29 Bat a
17 Snitch out of 9 Garnet gnat
18 Steven- context? variety 31 Cure-all
son 50 Clinton’'s 10 Exam 34 Edge
villain home- format 35 Big name
19 Aesopian town 11 Nibble in
oftering 51 Teensy 16 Storm whodunits
21 Host 52 Bullets center 37—
24 Frill for 53 Stud 20 From — Camera”
Fonteyn fee? VA 38 “That's a
25 Make Solution time: 21 mins. relief”
indepen- 39 Anger
AlV|[I]S AlS|P 0o|C .
dent, o TsTAlsS [T ER 40 Prudish
maybe E 41 Golden
26 Ice S rule word
30 Screw - 44 Navy
up E boss
31 Tubular M R (Abbr.)
pasta c 45 Charged
32 Comfield S1=ibie - bit
call MlATM[A rlElD| 46 Make a
33 Takes E[p[E[N RIE[s decision
back
1 ]2 |3

ACROSS
1 Tom
Hanks
movie
4 Horace
contem-
porary
8 Wield the
shears
12 Depressed
13 Suitable
14 Banks of
“America’s
Next Top
Model”
15 Have bills
16 Overly
enthusi-
astic
18 Hack-
neyed
20 Under-
stand
21 Baker’s
unit
24 Do
refinery
work
28 Disney
classic
32 Winged
33 Census
statistic
34 Summer
or Reed
36 Blackbird
37 Sketched
39 Lively
Spanish
dance
41 Appeased
to the
max

43 Kenny 2 River 26 “Auld —
Rogers City Syne”
song site 27 Peter,

44 Under- 3 Singer Paul
wear with Stefani and Mary,
underwire 4 Empty a e.g.

46 Take it truck 28 Transitory
easy 5 Through trends

50 Not 6 B&B 29 Taj Mahal
“spoken 7 Like a site
for” doornail? 30 Depilatory

55 Branch 8 Mark of brand

56 Neigh- shame 31 Kourni-
borhood 9 Big kova of

57 NFL team Apple tennis

58 Dessert letters 35 Speech
choice 10 401(k) 38 Internet

59 Abound alterna- image

60 Comic- tive provider
strip 11 Crony 40 Sailor’'s
penguin 17 Frank assent

61 — McCourt 42 Parched
Francisco memoir 45 Kind of

19 Elev. hairdo

DOWN 22 Since 47 Track

1 Amor- 23 “Is that circuits
phous your — 48 Met solo
sci-fi answer?” 49 Comic-
villain 25 Verve book
Solution time: 21 mins. super-
group

BlEITIH €108 50 Corpulent
R{AlY R «

claTRIFlE (7] 51 “All the

H[Y L[E Things

E[m[c|E[E You —"

W[E|A[N 52 Maiden-

E : name

indicator

E 53 Snoop

H[A Dogg's

ElG genre

W[E 54 Ostrich’s

kin
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Bridge

East dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
dPQJ32
PK 52
®AJO
0 54
WEST EAST
»O98S » 1076
¥YQ 1087 YAJIO4
® 732 ¢* K84
*0Q 106 ] 83
SOUTH
» AKA4
¥63
® Q1065
PA K72
The bidding:
East South West North
Pass 1 NT Pass 3 NT
Opening lead — seven of hearts.

A Caseof SimpleArithmetic

M ost expertsadvocate opening onenotrump even
whentheopener holdsaweak doubl etoninonesuit
— provided therest of the hand meetsall the usual
distributional and point-count requirements. The
chief advantage of thisisthat it ssmplifiesthe bid-
ding on many hands while resulting in very little
harm over thelong haul.

Onenatural adversary of notrumpbidsistheRule
of Eleven, which can dramatically pinpoint aweak
spotindeclarer’shand. Today’ shand demonstrates
how theruleisapplied.

West led theseven of hearts, won by East withthe
jack. East returned aclub to South’sace, and adia-
mond finesse lost to East’sking. Declarer won the
club return and cashed three diamonds and four
spadesto make exactly ninetricks.

However, three notrump would have failed had
East played the four on the opening heart lead, al-
lowing West'sseven to hold thetrick! A heart con-
tinuation by West would have given the defenders
the first four tricks, and East’s king of diamonds
eventually would have done Southin.

How could East have known that West's seven
wouldwinthefirsttrick?Theanswer liesintheRule
of Eleven, which can beapplied whenever aplayer
leadsfourth-best of asuit.

Sincetherewasnoreasontodoubt that West'sleao
wasfourth-best, East should have subtracted seven
— the card led — from 11. The resulting number
— in this case four — would tell East how many
cards higher than the seven werein the other three
hands. Since East could see all four of themin his
ownhand and dummy, hecould concludethat South
had no heart higher than the seven, enabling himto
safely play thefour at trick one.

North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
»® 763
YAJOO6
® 65
*+AQ73
WEST EAST
SdKIJ4 ® 10952
¥83 ¥75
® Q9742 K 1083
$+1065 0 2
SOUTH
A QS8
¥YKQ1042
* A
oK J4q
The bidding:
North East South West
Pass Pass 1 v Pass
3@ Pass 6V
Opening lead — four of diamonds.
MakeHaste Slowly

Declarer issometimesso certain he' sspotted the
best approach to hiscontract that he often beginsto
play without stopping to double-check his plan. It
isinsuchsituationsthat adisciplined player rigidly
restrainshisimpulsesuntil hefirst makessurehe’s
really following theright path.

For example, take this deal where West led the
diamond four against six hearts. South took East’s
kingwiththeaceand quickly visualized anendplay.

Accordingly, hedrew tworoundsof trumps, then
cashed four club tricks, discarding the jack of dia-
monds. Declarer next ruffed dummy’slast diamond
and re-entered dummy with atrumptolead aspade
toward hishand.

Had East followed low, therewoul d indeed have
beenavery rapid conclusion after South playedthe
eight toforce West to winthetrick and concedethe
contract. But East rudely upset the apple cart when
heinserted thenineof spades, after which South had
togo downone.

Declarer had essentially theright ideaat thestart,
but he chose the wrong way to achieve hisgoal . A
far better approach — onethat is virtually certain
to succeed — is to discard the eight of spades on
dummy’ sfourth clubandthen play adiamondtothe
jack.

After West winswiththequeen, thereisnoescape.
Hemust either return aspadeinto the A-Q or yield
aruff-and-discard by returning adiamond. Either
way, declarer makesthe contract.

By discarding a spade rather than adiamond on
thefourth club, South guarantees asuccessful out-
comeif West—asseemshighly likely fromtheplay
tothefirsttrick— hasthequeen of diamonds. Even
if East unexpectedly turnsupwiththequeen, South
gtill hasthe spadefinessetofall back on.
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“Why don’t they sell peas

on the cob?”
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“Why do newborn babies have an
extension cord plugged into
their tummies?”




