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to regulate supply

Little noticed amidst the cries about higher fuel pricesisthefact
that the free market worked well to regulate supply and prices as
Mother Nature delivered shock after shock to the system.

First iswas Hurricane Katrina, which shut down as much as 10
percent of thenation’srefining capacity and much of theoil produc-
tion inthe Gulf of Mexico.

Then came Rita, spreading the damage west into Texas at atime
when many of the L ouisianarefinerieswerejust coming back.

The two combined to push high gasoline prices to near-record
levels. Pipelinesserving thesoutheast wereshut down, causing some
shortages. Within days, though, everything was working well and
the price headed back down.

Themarket really isamarvel . AsKatrinahit, withrumorsof short-
agesand higher prices, peoplerushed out tofill their tanks. Theprice
shot up, discouraging hoarding, and people stopped buying.

Any dealer who thought hecould get $5 found out quickly that he
was wrong. Any merchant who tried to hold prices down quickly
ran out of gas.

Then the nation flexed its limbs and discovered that, though
bruised and battered, it waswhole. Prices started to decline.

Ritacamewith another blow, but peopleareused to thedrill now.
Prices have not jJumped anywhere near Katrinalevels.

Contrast thiswith the 1970s, when the government slapped price
controls on fuel and suddenly, no one could buy gasoline. Drivers
had to line up at stationsthat often ran out of gas. Supply was pre-
cious. Thecountry wasinapanic, and wewound upwiththe55 mph
speed limit.

Price controls are never agood solution. They’reinflexible and
bound to create shortages. Government rationing isinefficient and
proneto corruption.

Despitecriesabout pricesand profiteering, thefactis, themarket
works. It responds quickly and with great flexibility.

Asoil getsmorescarceand demand continuestorise, wecan count
on themarket to ration the supply without intervention. Thereisno
grand conspiricy to prosecute.

While the government has failed to push us toward alternative
fuels, they’ reout there. Whenthepriceisright, industry will develop
them — and we'll buy them.

Chinaand Indiaaremajor driversinthehigher priceof fuel. Their
economies are awakening and demanding more ail.

It'snot correct to say that we' |l run out of oil. There'll alwaysbe
some, but as supply goesdown, the pricewill go up.

Asthat happens, we' |l find alternatives. Society isn'tgoingtogive
up thethingswe love: electricity, communications, entertainment,
industry. We need not fear for the future.

Themarket isthereto save us.

SeveHaynes

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail pjschiefen@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nwkansas.com.
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Most politicans have not been in combat

| was, recently visiting with an old friend
about the end of the war with Japan. He had
been in the European theater and they were
aboard ship heading for the U.S. and then on
to Japan, when they received the news. He's
normally not very emotional, but he kind of
choked up when he was talking about the ex-
perience. He said the feeling was impossible
to describe or relay. Very few of our veterans
whoexperienced actual combat conditionslike
totalk about those experiences.

Our paliticiansand even most of themilitary
brassthat are pushing our present conflict have
never experienced, hands on, what war isre-
aly like. The majority of them have never
known the uncertainty of what day light or
night fall will bring. They have never experi-
encedthefrustration of reading theorders, cut
anddeliveredfromthesafety of theequival ent
toour pentagon building, today. Their families
have not waved good bye to them along the
siding asthe long troop train pulled away —
knowingthat thedestinationwoul d bethefront
lines. Most of the politicians and brass, have
never had to pick up thetagsand personal be-
longing of abuddy, who never madeit out of
the fox hole. Palitical privilegeisafact and
thereisno question that our military isrepre-
sented by, mostly, themiddletolowerincome
and lessinfluential familiesin our society.

Whenthey talk of the patriotism of our mili-
tary, they have no idea of the real meaning of

Ken
Poland

® Ken’s
World

patriotic duty that putsapersonin placesand
positions without knowing if support or
backupwill arriveasscheduled. A very small
percentage of our military personnel think
combat duty isglorious. | don't hear or see
very many of thosepolitical leaders, military
brassand bureaucrats, who have actually ex-
perienced the down and dirty of war in the
field, glorifyingwar, regardlessof why weare
inconflict.

And, no, | cannot speak from experience,
myself. | wastooyoungfor Koreaandtooold
for Vietnam. | can identify with the waiting
on the siding for the arrival or departure of
troop trains. | can identify with the anxiety
whentoo muchtimehad el apsed sincethelast
correspondence.

My oldest brother served in WW2 and two
brothers served during the K orean conflict. |
had avery close uncle, who shipped out with
one of thefirst Sea Bee units headed for the
South Pacificto build runwaysand basesfor

the military units aswe began our slow and
costly recovery of territory. Welivedin con-
stant fear of the arrival of the dreaded tele-
gram or messenger that would bring unwel -
come news. Thank God, we never experi-
enced that call or message. | have a son-in-
law who left his wife and children in Ger-
many and answered hiscall toserviceinlrag.

Regardingthewar inlrag: Werejoiceinthe
fact that we are not among the nearly two
thousand familieswho havereceived notifi-
cationof thesupremesacrificeor theover ten
thousand familieswho havewel comed home
the severely maimed. Those numbers have
been hyped asbeinginsignificantincompari-
sonwith statisticsfromearlier warsand con-
flicts. I'm quite sure they are not insignifi-
canttothefamiliesandindividual swho have
felt the anguish and pain of their loss.

| will express my deep appreciation and
gratitude to those who have served honor-
ably, somewho sacrificed their lives.

| havevery littlerespect for anadministra-
tionthat hasrelied upon deceit and emotional
rhetorictojustify awar that appearsto have
very little chance of any lasting benefit and
noendinsight. Neither can| think that Goo
looks down with approval as we settle our
differenceswith military might.

You can reach Ken Poland at
rcwine@cheerful.com

Farming, ranching bestows dignity

Think of farmersand ranchersandthisold,
often forgotten tribute comesto mind. It fits
farmerslike seedinthesoil or rancherslikea
new-born calf takesto its mother’sudder.

I’ veoftenheardfriends, neighborsandfam-
ily —my dad for one—quotebitsand piecesof
it. I've heard othersrefer to it at meetings, in
church, at asalebarn, funeralsand many other
placeswhererural peoplelive, work and con-
gregate. It exemplifiesthefarmandranchvo-
cation. It goes something likethis.

A man’s greatest possession is his dignity
and no calling bestowsthis more abundantly
thanfarming. Hardwork and honest sweat are
the building blocks of aperson’s character.

Farmingand ranching, despiteitshardships
and disappointments, is the most honest and
honorableway aman/woman can spend days
onthisearth. Thevocation of agriculturenur-
turesthe close family tiesthat makeliferich
inwaysmoney can't buy.

Childrenwho areraised on afarmor ranch

John
Schlageck

® Guest
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earn values that last a lifetime that can be
learned no other way. Farming and ranching
provides education for life and no other oc-
cupationteachesso much about birth, growth
and maturity in such avariety of ways.
Without question, many of the best things
inlifearefree—the splendor of asunrise, the
rapture of wide open spaces, theexhilarating
sight of thelandscape greening each spring—
true happiness comes from watching crops
ripeninthefield, watching children grow tall
inthe sun, seeing your whole family feel the

pridethat springsfromtheir shared experience
living, working and harvesting fromtheland.

Farmersand ranchers believe that through
their shared vocation they are giving moretc
the world than they are taking from it — anc
honor and privilege that does not cometo all
men or women.

Agricultural producers believe their lives
will bemeasured ultimately by what they have
donefor their fellow men/women and by this
standard, fear no judgment.

They believe when they grow old and sum
uptheir days, they will standtall andfeel pride
inthelifethey’velived. Farmers and ranch-
ersbelieveintheir vocation becauseit makes
all of thispossible.

John Schlageck has been writing about
farmingandranchinginKansasfor 25years.
Heisthemanaging editor of KansasLiving, a
guarterly magazine dedicated to agriculture
andrural lifein Kansas.
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HERE, JUST SIaN THIS
AND WELL GET YOU
ON YOLR #AY! EVER
BEEN ON THE AIRPORT
HIGHARY BEFOREZ
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