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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

LIKE A HEARTBEAT, THE Ble  ELIZABETH AND | NENT TO
CEREMONIAL DRUM COULD § THE SACRED FIRE WHERE-
WE WERE GIVEN ToBACCO
AND BITS OF FRESH CEDAR.

BE HEARD FOR MILES IN €
ALL DIRECTIONS.
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*PUT THEM N THE FIRE, THEY
SAID.MTHIS IS A PLACE TO FIRE AND THOUGHT ABOUT

PRAY. THESE ARE A GIFT My MOTHER...AND ALL OF THE
T0 MOTHER EARTA TOTHANK. {15 SHE HAD GIVEN ME.
HER FOR ALL SHE HAS GINEN
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MY PEANOT
BUTTER CUPS!

MY MID-MORNING,
=) POST-BREAKFAST,
PRE-NAP SNACK
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

V 210 you it was ABOUT
ool fime | TEAMELS
IN PRI TINE
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THE LAST TIME 1T ook W on, X vES, I
YoU A WHOLE WEEK
To SNAP BACK {/

WELL

HAD'A
THEN... GOOD
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HONEY, LOOK!
IT'S THE BIGGEST
SANOWICH 1'VE
EVER MADE!!
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ME, AREN'T yOU?

YOU'RE PATRONIZING
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JUST THE SAME,
I'M GETTING THE
CAMERA
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

I CANTGET YOU'VE BEEN IN
HIM! I'M NOT
AUTHORIZED!

RESTRICTED
AREA
NO UNAUTHORIZED
PERSONNEL
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O NNTNETO GO IMTRYING
IN THE EXAM RCOMNTH Y7 TOTHINK
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WORD
THATG NOER

1GET APWEICAL.
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IM FIFTEEN {EARE OL) AND U IMDR GAIL.
WHONSTILL NGISTE ON IMFILLING NFOR
BEINGINTHE REOM RHEN DR, WATTHEN TODMY

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

SO, HILARY, IS DRAWING SOMETHING
YOU MIGHT LIKE TO PURSUER

MAYBE...

el

THANK YOU FOR
READING THE

P

S

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR:

NEWS « WEATHER
SPORTS

155 W. 5th « 785-462-3963

THERE’S THIS §
AFTERSCHOOL ART
PROGRAM, BUT
I DON'T KNOW IF
I SHOULD JOIN.

YEAH, BETTER YOU QUIT AT YOUR PEAK,
BEFORE YOU DO A SECOND DRAWING.

Y'KNOW, FOR A MOM
» YOU'RE KINDA
SARCASTIC
SOMETIMES.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [F A DOUGHNUT SHOP

WERE FAILING, I'D SAY ITS OWNER WOULD
PROBABLY BE IN THE HOLE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: I equals T

Katrinavictimfindsstrangerskind

DEARABBY: Fromtimetotime
| have seen lettersin your column
about acts of kindness. | hope you
will print my letter to say “thank
you” to akind soul who helped me
after Hurricane Katrina.

My husband and | stayed in our
homein Biloxi during Katrina. We
were fortunate that the storm
stopped at our front door. Thelarge
oak treesthat fell did not fall onour
house, and we were able to assist
othersonour streetwhoal sostayed.
But we both knew that | needed to
getour children(31/2yearsoldand
15 months) out. We were running
short of water and were not sure
when there would be morefood.

Notrealizinghow badly everyone
had been affected, | left the house
with only two small bottles of wa-
ter, $10in cash and afew snacks. |
wanted to leave everything for my
husband — thinking that assoon as
| got to Jackson, Miss., everything
would befine.

| arrivedinthetown of Hazel hurst
on Tuesday evening with two
thirsty, crying babies, and wonder-
ingwhatintheworldtodo. I pulled
into the Days Inn and asked if they
had aroom. They did, but therewas
nowater, noelectricity andnodrink-
ing water. | left the front desk in
tears.

A kind Hispanicwomanran after
me and offered me a gallon of her
water. | offered her the $10, but she
refused it. Her husband told me |
needed to stop and rest. She helped
me take the kids out of the car,
hel ped mewithmy luggage, helped
me check in, and showed meto my
room. L ater that night, she brought
me half agallon of milk for the ba-
bies, and a beautiful votive candle
so | could seethem. She said, “For
the babies.”

| left early thenextmorningtotry
to get enough gas so | could reach
my parents, and | never got the
woman’sname. May God blessher
fortherest of herlife.| amnormally

Bridge
South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
Q53
¥YAS8
® A 103
Q10752
WEST EAST
s K ® 10984
¥YQJo2 YK 7654
® 865 ® 92
$K 9843 * A J
SOUTH
S®ATT62
¥103
eKQJ74
* 6
The bidding:
South West North East
1 & Pass 2 & Pass
2 @& Pass 36 Pass
4 &

Opening lead — queen of hearts.

TheWinning Edge

| Abigail
Van Buren

Dear Abby

verylogical andcalm, but| couldnot
think clearly that day. She opened
her armsand her heart, andfor that |
amtruly grateful.

I wish| couldseeher, hugher and
say “thank you” inperson. | oweher
so much, but all | can offer her are
my prayers for the rest of her days
onthisEarth.

Thank you for helping metry to
reach her, Abby. God blessall of us
inthisdifficult time.

—LAURAYV,, BILOXI, MISS.

DEARLAURA: I'mpleasedto
print your letter. | hope your
guar dian angel seesit. By sharing
what little she had with you, she
demonstrated the true spirit of
givingin itshighest form.

DEARABBY: My wife,“ Syhil,”
had a close friend, “Maxine,” who
recently offended her. Now shepre-
fersto avoid thewoman altogether.

Maxine'shusbandand| play golf
together, and Syhil feelsthat | am
wrong to continue a relationship
with him. | disagree; first, because
intimemy wife' swoundsmay heal
and her relationship with Maxine
may resume. Also, | havenever dic-
tatedwho Sybil should or should not
befriend, and | feel the reverse
should also betrue.

Who'sright here?You decide!

—“SWINGER” IN PENN-
SYLVANIA

DEAR SWINGER: You are.
Just becauseyou arenolonger a
foursome shouldn’t mean you
haveto scratch your golf buddy.
Sheshould“ putt out” of your golf
game. For her toattempt to pun-
ish her former friend by punish-
ing her husband ischildish.

DEAR ABBY: My hushand anc
| haveonechildandarenct planning
onhavingany more. Whilel havenc
problem with people asking when
we'll be having another one (thisis
the most common question), | am
offendedwhen somepeople— usu-
ally the parentsof morethan one—
insist on telling me that | “must”
have another child.

Some peopl e have even gone so
far astotell methat if | don’t have
another, my daughter will group up
to be self-centered and selfish, or
that I’'m not a*“real” mother until
I’ ve had more than one child.

We have worked hard to instill
compassion and generosity in our
daughter.

Furthermore, these comments
can be especially hurtful to those
who are physically unable to have
more than one child.

| would deeply appreciateitif you
could help me get theword out that
di ctating how many children others
should have is highly presumptu-
ous, and it'snobody’ s business but
theparents . Thanksabunch, Abby.

— LORNAIN FULLERTON

DEAR LORNA: If you have
read my columnfor any length of
time, I'm sureyou are alr eady
awarethat thereisnoend of per-
sonal questionsandrudeobser va-
tionsthat people addressto each
other.

| think that most people raise
thetopicof children becausethey
see it asa common denominator
— an easy way to establish rap-
port with strangers.

Becausel havenodtatisticsthat
either proveor disprovethecliche
that only children must bespoiled
or self-centered, | won’t comment
aboutit. However,if someonetold
methat | wasn’t a“real” mother
because| didn’'t have morethan
one child, | would reply that no-
whereisitwrittenthatinorder to
beareal mother | havetohavea
litter.

Family Circus = Bil Keane
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Theconscientiousdeclarer continually seeks
waysof improving hischances, evenif theim-
provement amountsonly toaseemingly trivial
percentage point or two.

Such aminuscule addition to one's chance
of successmight seem hardly worth theeffort,
but over a period of time it can make all the
difference between winning andlosing.

Consider thisdeal where South wasin four
spades and West led aheart.

Declarer wonwithdummy’ saceand prompt-
ly led aspadeto thejack, losing to the king.

West cashed thejack of heartsand shiftedto
adiamond. Southwonand, when West showed
out on the queen of spades, had to concede
downone, losingtwo spades, aheart andaclub.

South naturally bemoaned his bad luck in
losing atrick to the singleton king of spades,
but the unhappy outcome was really his own
fault.

Had heconsidered hisapproachtothetrump
suit more carefully, he might have seen the
wisdom of playingtheaceonthefirst round of
spadesrather than thejack.

Thiswould have speared the king and left
South with only onetrump |l oser.

The play of theaceisnot based on apeek at
West'shand, but on simple probabilities.

Declarer should reason that if the opposing
spades are divided 3-2, he cannot lose more
thanonetrumptrick nomatter how hebroaches
the suit.

Similarly, if thespadesare4-1, withtheking
guarded, thecontract cannot bemade, sincetwo
spade trickswill have to be lost regardless of
how South plays.

Thereis, however, one 4-1 division where
declarer’splay matters— and that iswhenthe
king issingleton in either opponent’s hand. If
East has the singleton king, it will show up
when thefirst spadeisled from dummy.

Butif West hasit, theacemust be playedto
avoid losing an extraspadetrick.

The chance of West'sholding theloneking
isslightly lessthan 3 percent— not avery high
number.

Butitisapproximately that small percentage
that enabl escasinostheworld over to show mil-
lionsof dollarsin profitsannually.

Tomorrow: Test your play.

(c)2005 King Features Syndicate I nc.

“This baseball wasn’t autographed
by anyone embarrassing, was it?”

Crossword
ACROSS 37 Conser- 58 Crucial 9 Con
1 “Go, vative 59 Terrier 10 Bride’s
team!” 39 Book type accessory
4 Magnet after Il 60 Ollie’s 11 Gaelic
end Cor. partner 16 Roofing
8 Kevin 41 Stimpy’s 61 Lemieux substance
Kline cartoon milieu 20 Sprite
movie cohort 21 Back
12 Actress 42 Energy DOWN talk
Yasbeck 44 Coutu- 1 Uncivi- 22 Pinball
13 Tackle- rier’'s lized no-no
box item skill, 2 Parisian 23 Chic no
14 Lollapa- maybe pal more
looza 46 Mean- 3 Unman- 27 Wiretap
15 “Desper- while ageable 29 Japanese
ate 50 Festive fear dish
House- 51 Bleak, in 4 Doc-to- 30 “So be it!”
wives” Holly- be’s 31 Protrac-
lane woodese course ted
17 He gave 52 “Tootsie” 5 “—the 33 Branch
us a lift cast ramparts out
18 Highland- member 35 Petrol
er’s hat 56 Fay 6 Island me- 38 NNE, for
19 Unpro- Wray’s mentos ex.
ductive noted 7 Cheer up 40 Numer-
21 Speaker co-star 8 One with ous
system 57 Mexican an entry- 43 Chef's
24 Shade entree level job? protection
provider i i i 45 Comediar
25 Melody Solution time: 25 mins. 46 Cartoon-
26 Name a ist's
knight supply
28 Deadly 47 Cranny
32 Ap- 48 Wee
proached 49 Vegan’s
home taboo
plate, one 53 Nipper’s
way employer
34 Harbor 54 Fun and
craft games
36 “Finding 55 Deli
— [} loaf
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