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Democrat throws
his hat in the ring

Republican Jerry Moran still isthe overwhelming favorite
towinre-electiontohis1st District congressional seat, butit’'s
good that the Demacratic Party hasfielded an opponent inthe
race.

JohnDoll, owner of alawn carebusinessin Garden City, an-
nounced | ast week he would seek the Democratic nomination
for Moran’s seat in 2006. Doll is hardly ahousehold namein
thehuge 1st District, which encompasses 69 countiesin west-
ern Kansasand along the northern tier of the stateto within 40
miles of Missouri. And he described himself as“not 100 per-
cent Democrat” because heisconservative and opposesabor-
tion.

But thefact that Doll has declared his candidacy early may
indicate that he plans to make arace of it. Simply having a
Democrat on the ballot would give Moran more competition
than he'shad inthelast threeelections. Thelast timehehad a
Democratic opponent wasin 1998.

Moran is a popular representative and a key leader in the
state’s Republican Party. He was considered atop contender
to oppose Gov. Kathleen Sebeliusin 2006 and, since deciding
to skip that contest, seems almost ashoo-in for re-election.

Nonetheless, having anactive, mgjor-party opponent forces
acandidateto actively campaign in the district and articul ate
standsonkey issues. Inwhat’soften called“ TheBig 1st” Dis-
trict, that will be no small chore, but the process will benefit
votersby giving themachanceto get to know their candidates
and their representative better.

The Lawrence Jour nal-World

About those letters . . .

The Free Press encourages and welcomes |l ettersfrom
readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and
should include atel ephone number and an address. Most
importantly, all lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned
letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit for
clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject
letters deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered
offensiveor libelous.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Raberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 email: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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PLEASE FREMAIN

CALM.,,. I HAVE

THIS TIGER BY
THE TAJL!
(SORT oF,,.)

Where Is the development director?

I’ m concerned about thefact for thepast four
months Sheridan County hasnot had afull-time
economic development director.

When Bert Mosier resigned fromthepost in
May, | suredidn’tthink it wouldtakethedevel-
opment boardthislongto put afull-timedirec-
torinplace.

I’ve talked with board president Jacque
Boultinghouse, Selden, and she said theboard,
whilenot asvisibleasMosier, iskeepingthings
up and running.

Sorry Jacque, that's unsettling to me. All of
you ontheboard havefull-timejobs, and from
having personal experienceineconomicdevel -
opment, | know what you areattemptingwon'’t
work.

Thereisno way Sheridan County Develop-
ment board members can fill Mosier’s shoes.
They can’t stop by businesseson aregular ba-
sis and touch base with owners, or man the
phone during business hours, or most impor-
tantly, promotethe county they way taxpayers
funding the corporation deserve.

Comeon, it'stimeto get someoneinthat of -
ficeonadaily basis.

Okay, I'll admit that thetask of economicde-
vel opment seemsto someasexciting aswatch-
ing paint dry, but it'samuch needed office.

It's needed especially in changing times of
limited budgets—federal government downto
Sheridan County — and it's something each
county must haveto survive.

BeforeMosier | ft, hewasactively involved
in trying to promote Sheridan County on the
Front Rangein Colorado. What's happened to
those plans?

Beforeheleft, Mosier wasactively involved

Christian

Itdid my heart good, aweek or so ago, tosee
alocal commentator inthe Free Pressharping
ononeof my favoriteessential truths: That the
chief purposeof the Christian churchisto pur-
suetheevangelization of thewholeworld, and
not to engagein politicsinthehope of making
the world a more righteous place. | could not
agreemorewiththecommentator onthispoint,
and was almost moved to issue a hearty
“Amen!” after reading the column.

Christianity, contrary to some popular mis-
conceptions, isnot apolitical movement, nor
isitanarmof themodern, right-wing establish-
ment. Christianity is, and always has been, a
gospel of new life- lifefor the dead —theres-
urrection of Jesus Christ, repeated and com-
pleted in the hearts of living human beings.
Christianity is chiefly about the question of
humankind’srelationship with God, and only
secondarily about peopl € srel ationswith other
people.

According to the Bible, law is not ameans
of reforming people — at least, not directly.
Rather, reform must happenindividualy, asin-
dividual hearts are transformed by the life-
changing power of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Andasheartsarechanged by thisnew rel ation-
shipwith God, peoplearechanged sothat they
now liveout anew moral standard, anew ethos,
a new and improved behavior. Christianity
countenances no other reform program.

But Christians are concerned with law, and
that for tworeasons. AccordingtotheBible, the
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in promoting Sheridan County as a place for
agritourism. What's come of that project?

Board members, you need to get the task of
fillingMosier’ svacant positiondoneand done
quickly.

No, I’mnot advocating hiringanyonefor the
sake of hiring someone, but come on, four
months, isn't that long enough?

Sheridan County taxpayersneed afull-time
director to be keeping tabs on what’s coming
out of Topekaintheway of incentivesfor the
county.

Theholiday seasonisjust aroundthecorner
and people, including development board
members, will be busy.

You need to get someone hired to promote
the local holiday events, and to take the task
off your plate.

The time has come to get the $37,500 paid
to Mosier back towork.

Andit’'stimeto answer to Sheridan County
taxpayersandintroducethemtotheir next de-
velopment director. Soon!
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Onthe sametrain of thought, here'salittle
clip that crossed my desk many yearsago and
| thought I' d shareit with you.

What isyour town like?

If youwant tolivein thekind of town,

Likethekind of townyoulike.

You don’t have to pack your clothesin e
gripe,

Andgoonalong, long hike.

For you'll only find what you' ve left be-
hind.

There'snothing that’sreally new.

It's aknock at yourself when you knock
your town.

Itisn'tthetown, ... it'syou.

Real towns are not made by men afraid,

L est someone el se get ahead.

When everyoneworks, and nobody shirks,

You can raiseatown from the dead.

Andif whileyoumakeyour personal strife,

Your neighbor will make onetoo,

Your townwill bewhat you want it to be.

Itisn'tatown... it'syoul
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Asfuel continues to remain in a constant
state of yo-yo-ism (up one day and down the
next) my local gas station has posted allittle
noticeonitshillsthat it needscustomersto pay
by the end of the month so the owner too can
keep current with hiswholesalers.

Thenoticewent likethis—" Duetopricein-
creases of all products, accounts MUST be
paidinfull by the end of the month.”

Whilethat getsthe point across, | like my
versionof what I’ d put onthebillsif | wasthe
owner —“To our past duecredit customers...
Whenyoudie, pleaselet usbeyour pallbear-
ers. Wecarriedyousolongthat wewouldlike
tofinishthejob!”

church’s job not politics
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law hastwo functions: Thefirstisto restrain
evil, andthesecondistolead peopleto Christ.
“What, then, wasthe purpose of thelaw?’ the
Apostle Paul asks. “It was added because of
transgressions...”, and, “...the Law has be-
come our tutor to lead usto Christ, so that we
may bejustified by faith.” Whiletheseverses
speak specifically about the Law of Moses,
they apply to law more generally aswell.

Christians, then, want asystem of law which
effectively actstocurb crime. That isthecivil
aim of thelaw. And one of thethorniest barri-
ersto thisisthe modern denial of any objec-
tivestandard of good or evil. Itisnothing new
tohumannaturethat, “ Every man’sway isright
inhisowneyes,” (as Solomon observed). But
this cannot be the groundsuponwhich thele-
gal systemisestablished. Rather, thelaw must
present a balanced and concrete standard of
right and wrong, and must unwaveringly and
impartially executethat standardinthecourse
of society.

Thisrequires, of course, that thelaw bebased

uponamoral standard. Andideally, wewould
liketo seeit based upon asanemoral standard
—onewhichisnot arbitrary, but which hasits
rootsinatruestandard of justiceandrighteous-
ness. Very few Americansfeel that they haves
handleon suchastandard. Many evendeny the
possibility of such a standard — and so they
seem to expect law to be based on... well...
nothing —an arbitrary system of law based on
afloating andflexibleideaof right and wrong.
But it should be obviousto everyonethat such
astandardisreally no standard at all —and i
incapable of protecting theinnocent or bring-
ing the guilty tojustice.

Every crimeiscommitted for areason. Ev-
ery criminal hasalogic or rationale for their
actions; every wrong isright intheeyesof the
wrongdoer. The law, by nature, must sweep
away the justifications and rationalizations
which the perpetrator offers for their wrong-
doing, and must judgeimpartially based upon
a standard higher than mere human concep-
tions. So, while the Christian knows that law
cannot makemenrighteous, the Christian does
hopetoliveinasociety inwhich righteousness
—true, impartial, and unwavering—isenshrined
inthelaw.

So, while Christians are not lawyers by na-
ture, Christiansdo have aninterest in thelaw,
and in thelegal climate and direction of their
culture. Asdoesevery citizen.

Chris Shubert
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