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Colby librarian reviews top five most borrowed books

If youweretotakeastabat guess-
ing thetop five most borrowed fic-
tion books in United Stateslibrar-
iesfor 2005 what would they be?

AccordingtoLibrary Journa, the
statistics through September 2005
show 4th of July by JamesPatterson
as the most borrowed fiction this
year — sofar.

Belowisalist of thetopfivemost
borrowed fictionbooksfollowed by
abrief plot synopsisof each.

1)4th of July by James Patterson
— Reviewed in Library Link on

Sept. 23.
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2)The Mermaid Chair by Sue
Monk Kidd — Jessie rushes to
Egret Island off the coast of South
Carolina after learning that her
mother has chopped off part of her
hand with ameat cleaver.

Jessiehasnever beenparticularly

fond of the island she grew up on,
especially after thedeath of her fa-
ther 33 yearsago.

While “trying” to care for her
obstinate mother, Jessie begins to
suspect something mysterious
about the death of her father.

To complicate her life, Jessie’'s
stay onEgret|dland hasleft her feel-
ingrefreshingly freeof her psychia-
trist husband. And it doesn’'t help
that a junior monk attending the
island’s secluded Benedictine
Monastery seems to have taken
hold of her heart.

3)The Broker by John Grisham
— For those who haven't already
read it — Joel Backmanisahigh-
rolling attorney pullingin $10 mil-
lionayear.

Rumor hasitthat hecan* broker”
any deal in Washington, aslong as
thepriceisright.

But his latest scheme to broker
access to the world, s most power-
ful satellite surveillance system
fails.

Left with ashort list of options,
Backman chooses prison where at
least hewill besafe. Heissafe, un-

Stepdad’s abuse of daughter Is hard on mom

DEAR ABBY: My husband of
fiveyears,“ Jeff,” isoneof themost
intelligent, loving, sensitivemen |
have ever met. However, the other
day, my daughter, “ Julie,” reported
that Jeff had touched her inappro-
priately twoyearsagowhenshewas
10. She also quoted someinappro-
priate sexual comments he has
made and said he had even flashed
her once.

Asif that is not bad enough, she
said Jeff had al so been threatening
her while | was at work, saying
thingslike, “ Your motherisn’there
to saveyou.”

Hehasnever hit either oneof us.
Heisall bark and no bite, although
he can bevery scary when heisan-
ary.

Thepoliceandthe Department of
Human Servicesarenow involved.
Jeff has moved to amotel pending
an investigation.

I know my first concernshouldbe
for Julie, but | feel sheis safe and
happy. | am more upset about my
husband.

Eventhoughl know heisanidiot
for doing these things, and my
daughter is afraid of him, | don’t
think he ever intended to molest or
hurt her. But he has.

So why do | want him back so
much? | am afraid the detectives
will forcemetodivorcehim. | know
Julieisnot comfortablearoundhim,
but | keep hoping that family coun-
seling and sometherapy will solve
the problem.

Of course, | will always choose
my child first, but when do | know
when to give up on my marriage?

—TORNIN TWOIN OKLA-
HOMA

DEAR TORN: You probably
want your husband back because
you arestill inastateof denial, or
havenot yet accepted thefact that
hemay havemarried youtogetto
your littlegirl.

You will know when to giveup
onyour marriagewhenyou have
finally accepted that youmarried
a predatory child molester who
tried tobully your daughter into
submission.

Sheisafraid of him for good
reason, and family counseling
and therapy are not likely to
“cure” him of hissick fixation on
her.

Pleaseremember that when he
triestore-ingratiate himself.

DEAR ABBY: From time to
time, you tell young women who
think they might be pregnant and
areafraidtotell their parents, todo
s0. | usually donotwriteletterslike
this, but | need to express my per-
sonal experience.

| am a minister. Several years
ago, | worked for Planned Parent-
hood and we had a young girl —
around 13 yearsof age—test posi-
tivefor pregnancy.

We urged her to tell her parents,
but she kept refusing, insisting,
“Dad will kill me!”

Of course, we knew better, and
finally convinced her that the best
thing was to tell her parents, have
the baby, and get on with her life.

Her father beat her so badly that
shewasinthehospital for morethan
amonth. Shelost the baby because
of the beating and ended upinfos-
ter care.

I will never again tell ayoung
person that her parents will not go
crazy, and | don’t think you should
do that either.

Thanks, Abby. | enjoy your col-
umn.

— REGRETFUL IN
FLORIDA

DEAR REGRETFUL: Thank
you for thewar ning. Eventhough
we wish all teenagers could dis-
closetotheir parents,asyour let-
ter illustrates, it isa sad reality
that some of them cannot. And
we, who careabout youngpeople,
haveto first be concerned with
their safety. Although most young
girlsdo involve their families,
therewill alwaysbesomewhoare
unabletodo so.

_ow Please
‘@i Recycle

| Abigail
Van Buren

Dear Abby

For that reason, | donot believe
that parental notification should
bemandated by law.

And because sex education is
nolonger taughtinasmany states
asit had been before, | strongly
urge parentsto begin talking to
their children early about the
facts of life and their personal
value systems, in order to create
a safe and comfortable environ-
ment should a crisisoccur.

DEAR ABBY: | moved away
from my ex-boyfriend, “David,”
seven months ago. Since then, our
“perfect” relationship haschanged
drastically. He has been using hor-
rible language toward me and say-
inghehatesme. Davidalsohassaid
if | wasnear him, hewould beat me.
Now that | havetold himitisover
and havebeguntalkingto someone
else, hehasdecided hewantsasec-
ond chance.

First, David begged me to go
back to him. Then, when | refused,

he threatened to ruin my life. He
knows some things about me that
arevery confidential and hasthreat-
ened to call my mom and tell her
everything.

He claims heloves me, but then
hetellsmehehatesme.

| don’tunderstand. | havealways
treated Davidwithrespectandtried
tobeagood girlfriend.

Butl can'tdoitanymore, andl’m
afraid of how thingswill turnout. |
can't take David harassing me.

| don’'t know if | amin danger or
if thisissomething to worry about.

— SCARED IN SOUTH
CAROLINA

DEAR SCARED: People who
love each other do not treat each
other the way you are being
treated. Your ex-boyfriend has
becomeaobsessed, andistryingto
forceyou to capitulate through
intimidation and blackmail. Tell
him oncemorethat it isover and
you want him out of your life.
Then screen your calls, block his
e-mails,andif heapproachesyou,
tell himthat if hepersistsyou will
inform thepolice.

Andifyoumust,beat himtothe
punch andtell your mother what
he'sholding over you. It may not
beyour proudest moment, but it
will loosen hishold over you.

Get Lost in the Maze!

October Hours

Saturdays 3-10 pm (Bring a Flashlight)

Sundays 1- Dark

THE PUMPKINS ARE

READY!!

All shapes, sizes & colors!
Corn Stalks for Fall Decorating!!
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. FLU/PNEUMONIA SHOTS .

Children are welcome and encouraged to attend.
No Cost to Medicare patients.
A $20 charge for non-Medicare patients.

e FREE SKIN CANCER
SCREENINGS o

Do you have a spot or an unusual mole that you
would like to have examined?
Dr. Kellogg or Dr. Matchell will perform the
screening at no cost!

- FREE BLOOD PRESSURE
CHECKS .

FCHC nurses will check your blood pressure.

SNACKS & BEVERAGES
PROVIDED!!!

Winterize your body! Come in and see one of
The Family Center for Health Care doctors dur-
ing the times below without an appointment:

Monday, Oct. 10 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 11 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Dr. Matchell
Dr. Kellogg

310 E. College Drive in Colby - 785-462-6184

P.S. Under no circumstances
should you reconcile with him.
Thisisjust ataste of what you'll
get if you do. If the harassment
continues, gotothepoliceandfile
areport.

Editor'snote: Dear Abbyiswrit-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at
www.Dear Abby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.

Grab a friend and
pamper yourself at a
Pre-season Holiday
Open House!

Featuring...
Someplace Special
Holiday Accents
Premier Designs Jewelry
Janelle (Adams) VanK ooten
Beauticontrol Cosmetics
& Spa Products
Natalie (Adams) Miller
Catering & Party
Planning by Dana
Sweets & Finger Treats
Infinity Massage &
Bodyworks
Brianna Moses

Sat., October 8
Come & Go
10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Specia Events Room
1060 VillaVista, Colby
(Peark at E. end of KQLS lot)

Drawings & Giveaways!
Winners ned not be present to win.

til apresidential pardon sets him
free and in the sights of those that
will stopat nothingtoget what only
Backman can givethem.

4)Honeymoon by James Pat-
terson— NoraSinclair isan inte-
rior designer who is ruthless but
also beautiful, talented, and weal-
thy.

After killing her first husband
(whoseinheritancemade her weal -
thy), Noraissettingup her next ploy
tokill her new husband aswell asa
boyfriend from another city. John
O'Hara, undercover FBI Agent, is
put on the caseto investigate Nora
(akathe Black Widow) and the se-
rial killings. Hisinvestigationhow-
ever, turnsintoan affair with seduc-
tive Norathat nearly costshim his
ownlife.

5)True Believer by Nicholas
Sparks— Jeremy Marsh, aprolific
writer for Scientific American has
been called in to the small town of
Boone Creek, N.C. to examine
some mysterious lights that have
been appearing in an old cemetery.

Doris, the town psychic, wants
the cemetery myth debunked and
hascalledin Jeremy to uncover the
truth.

To guide Jeremy through the

cemetery isLexie, thetown librar-
ian and granddaughter of Doris.
Lexiehaslivedwithaguarded heart
after aseriesof heart breaks. There-
fore, she has no reason to create
more heartache for herself by ap-
pearing interested in acity-slicker
from New York. But aslovewoul
have it, she begins to find herself
just thetiniest bit interested in Jer-
emy.

The next five most checked out
booksaccordingtoLibrary Journal
are

— Elevenon Top by Janet Evano-
vich,

— The Lifeguard by James Pat-
terson,

— The Kite Runner by Khalec
Hosseini,

— NoPlaceLikeHomeby Mary
HigginsClark and

—Two Dollar Bill by Stuart
Woods.

Pioneer Memorial Library islo-
cated at 375 West 4th St. and oper
seven days aweek. Winter hours
will beasfollows: Monday through
Thursday, 9a.m.to8p.m; Friday, S
am.to5p.m.; Saturday, 9a.m.to4
p.m.; and Sunday, 1 p.m. - 4p.m. For
information call thelibrary at 460-
4470.

LOCAL BUSINESSMAN
MISSES

FLIGHT,

MISSES OPPORTUNITY,
MISSES PROMOTION.

We know the world of corporate business
is a tough one, where you have to work
long and hard. (Heck, we've been
fighting the good fight to get you more
flights, more carriers, more destinations
and better rates for years.) And because
we know that sometimes you need to
travel to another city, let's say Atlanta,
for a big meeting (and will have to turn
in an expense report at the end of the
month, which the whole accounting
department will scrutinize), we know
you sometimes choose the ticket with
the lowest cost, no matter what it might
actually end up costing.

The problem is that even if you do wake
up on time (please make sure to set the
alarm for a.m. and not p.m.) you could

(OR)
FLY MID-CONTINENT
TO AVOID TRAVEL
(AND CAREER) MISHAPS.

get caught speeding on the turnpike, get
pulled over by a State Trooper, get your
Corolla impounded and end up explaining
to your boss, J.C. Hocanadel (yes, g J.C.
Hocanadel) why you missed your flight
and your meeting, and he missed out on
his merger. Or his acquisition. Whichever.

So fly Wichita instead. We have
more than 100 arriving and departing
flights each day. We have 12 nonstop
destinations to great places like Atlanta.
And, we have comparable prices to
any large metro airport. So, if you're
planning a trip soon, we urge you to
visit the Mid-Continent Airport Web site:
www.flywichita.com. There, you can learn
more about what flights are available,
where they go and what they cost.

Flywichita.com
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Get the area Football

and Volleyball scores

TODAY'S COUNTRY




