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It’s time to get
this year’s flu shot

M ostwintersAmericansonly havetoworry about oneflu.
Thisyear, and perhapsin future winters, Americans might
havetwo typesof flu ontheir minds.

Oneis, for purposes of simplification, theregular flu—
thisyear’ sversionof what comesaroundevery fall and stays
until spring.

Theother fluistheAvianflu, and there might not beany-
thingregular about itif andwhenit startsmakingtherounds.
Researchersfear that thisflu, which originated in birdsin
Southeast Asia— killing millions of them and most of the
100 or so humans who have contracted it from poultry —
will mutateto the point that humans can passit to other hu-
mans. That could resultinapandemicthat claimsmillions
of victimsworldwide.

In the meantime, it’s October, winter isapproaching
and citizenswould be prudent to protect themselvesfrom
thisyear’sstrain of flu.

With the two types of flu to think about, we offer two
thoughts. First, theAvianfluissomething citizensought to
learn about but not areason to panic. Hopefully, with suc-
cessful research, planning, coordination and luck, wewill
be spared itsferocity.

Second, whilethisyear’sstrainisnot theavianflu, it can
still inflict alot of misery. It’sal soworth remembering that
about 36,000 Americanseach year dieof thefluand many
more are hospitalized.

Washing your hands regularly will help you, and keep-
ing your germsto yourself will help others. Adding aflu
shot can provide another layer of protection.

The Manhattan Mercury

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencour-
aged. Mail themtothe Colby Free Press, 155W. 5th St., Col by,
Kan., 67701. Or e-mail pjschiefen@nwkansas.com or
pdecker @nwkansas.com.
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U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
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State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 email: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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T HAVE ASSURED THE PRESIDENT THAT
BEING ON THE SUPREME COURT WILL Not
INTERFERE WITH MY DUTIES AS PRESIDENT

Give the con

The recent earthquake in Pakistan has
bumped Harriet Miersfrom the front pages
forawhile, but rest assured- shewill beback.

Arlen Specter, amustang Republican and
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Commit-
teehasvowed hewill pressMiershard dur-
ing confirmation hearings, especially con-
cerning the possibility she has given assur-
ances as to how she would vote on certain
cases.

Consideringthe Democrati c contingent of
his committee consists of some of the true
heavyweight of liberalism and the Republi-
can side includes some equally influential
conservativeswithasmattering of lessright-
leaning, but nolessstrong-willed moderates,
one can assume Sen. Specter will not bethe
only onepressing Miers.

Giventheegosonthat committeeand the
level of rhetoricalready inplay by bothsides,
| suspect thegrandstanding will takeat | east
asmuch time asthe questions and the Capi-
tal Domemight even needtobesecured more
tightly incasethehot air liftsit off it’smoor-
ings.

Oneof themoreinteresting developments
in the war of words has been Sen. Patrick
Leahy’s edict that he could not vote for a
nomineewho had givenassurancesasto how
he or she might vote.

Leahy even went so far asto say that “all
100senators’ shouldvoteagainstanominee
on that basisalone. Interesting considering
some of his fellow party members voted
against Chief Justice John Raoberts because
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hewouldn’'t give such assurances.

I’mgladto seel eahy hasanindependent
mindinstead of towingtheparty line. How-
ever, one wonders how independent he
might bewereit not so convenient.

Asfor how Miersmight vote on particu-
lar issues, no onereally knows. Of course,
noonereally knew how JohnMarshall, who
also had no real judicial qualifications,
would vote.

Ontheother hand, itwouldbenicetohave
ajustice with a proven conservative track
record, but the last justice with areal con-
servativetrack record to be confirmed was
Antonin Scalia and some think William
Rehnguist’snominationasChief Justicedi-
verted attention in his case.

We all know what happened to Robert
Bork and nearly to Clarence Thomas.

Hereare somethings, however, of which
I’ m pretty sure.

If Miersis close to the president, she's
pretty conservative. | might not agreewith
someof herviews, but| don’tagreewithall
of George Bush’'sviews, either.

If Miersisconfirmed andturnsouttobea

firmation hearing a break

closet liberal, it will not bethe end of mo-
ralityinAmerica. Wehavedonethat to our-
selves.

Roevs. Wade did not invent abortion; it
only legalized what was already being de-
manded. The samegoesfor thecry for ho-
mosexual rights, the legalization of drugs
and other blightson our society.

Conversdly, if Miersturnsout tobeacon-
servative, it will not be the salvation of
America, either. Inorder toachievechange,
wehaveto changeheartsand mindsandto
dothat wehavetonot only exchangeideas,
but al so makejudgmentsconcerning their
worth.

Unfortunately, we have somehow de-
cided that we can't discuss the validity of
ideasand doctrinesbecauseitisjudgmen-
tal and thereforewrong.

That iswhy wehaveahodgepodgeof re-
ligious, secul ar and even somepagan views
about what constitutesamoral society with
No consensus on anything.

Theresultisspiritual schizophreniaand,
sadly, modern Christendomisleading the
way. Thedifferencesin the core beliefs of
the‘ church’ arestaggering, yet weseemto
be afraid of any open discussion of such.

Aslong asweignore such foundational
differences we can have no unity. And as
long as we have no unity, we are handi-
capped at best.

JayKelleyisalocal minister andwriter
who speakshismind fromtimetotime. His
e-mail isjkelley@st-tel .net.

A classic church rising on the plains

Asthe church wasrising on the plains east
of Denver, we started referring to it as “Our
Lady of theBarren Plain.”

Obviously Cathalic, it wasnothing like the
frou-frou modern architecture of suburban
churches. Hard asidel-70 at Watkins, it had no
neighborhoods around it to feed a parish.

It has the form of a classic Roman church
from a century ago, and it turns out, that's
pretty muchwhat itis.

St. Isadore the Farmer is the home church
now in Denver of the St. Pius X Society, that
group of Catholicsformed after theVatican ||
conference of the 1960s to fight change and
preservethe old ways.

It's not fair to say the group split from the
church; they would tell you the church split
from them. But the names of the popeand the
archbishop of Denver are chiseled indelibly
into the cornerstone—in Latin.

Wehad been curiousabout theserviceat St.
Isadore, but leaving Denver onaSunday, we' re
often not dressed the way this parish lives:
Coat, tie, dressshoesfor men; dressesand head
covering for women. We had the clothes last
week, though, evenif Cynthiadid havetobor-
row alace mantillato cover her head.

It'shasn’t been that long since these things
were part of Catholic worship around the
world, andnot justintheRoman church. When
| joined theEpiscopal churchinthe1960s, you
wore atie and ladies were expected to cover
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theheads. It didn’t last long.

The reforms of that era swept traditions
away from all the mainstream churches, but
none changed more dramatically than the
Cathalics.

Alot of peopledidn’t likeit.

Archbishop Marcel Lefebvreof Franceled
the Pius X movement, citing theol ogical
groundstoclingtotheoldways, especially the
“tridentine” Latin Mass. The protest not just
about form, but substance.

So St.Isadoreisachurchfrozenintime. The
Mass book comes from the 1962 missal, the
last one issued in Latin. It includes a good
Englishtranglationforthosewho can’tfollow
the Latin, and these days, who can?

Thereisaschool now, struggling, but teach-
ing theoldwaysto new students. Bingoisthe
big fund-raiser, and please, Father says, the
parishreally needsthe money from extrases-
sionsto make budget.

ForthelOam. service, though, thepewsare

only half full. Therearefewer oldtraditional-
iststhan you might expect, but |ots of young
conservative ex urban families.

There'sascattering of Hispanics, many of
them older couples. And afew you wouldn’s
expect — abiker in leathers, wearing a scarf
for atie; aguy in amullet and leisure shirt
straight fromthe’ 70s.

Except for amore modern Colorado-style
roof, the church isfinished not in the style of
thelast century, but the one before.

The kneelers are wood, the altar rail
mounted on cold marble. Did you ever con-
sider how much harder marbleisthan wood
Me neither, until then.

Theushersknelt flat onthemarblefloor for
five minutes before communion. It'saplace
and a service, more about penance than cel-
ebration.

In his sermon, the priest talked about why
it'sasintoeat meat on Friday, evenif youlike
fish better, and, | swear, pushed indulgences

It's impossible to know whao's right anc
who’'swronginthesearguments. I’ mcomfort:
able seeing those who cling to tradition have
their time and place.

St. Paul saidwewon’t know thesethingsun-
til it'stime, andthenwe' || understand. M ean-
time, the harm done is mostly in the animos
ity that devel opswhenonegrouptriestoforce
its ways on any other, in any church, in any
time.
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