Page 2 Colby Free Press Thursday, October 13, 2005

Opinion

Free Press
Viewpoint

TABOR could
hamstring state

TheKansaschapter of Americansfor Prosperity wants
usto put pressure on our legisl atorsto support what AFP
callsthe Taxpayers' Bill of Rights.

It would add an amendment to the K ansas Constitution
setting limitsonhow muchtax ratescould beraised from
one year to the next — just enough for inflation and an
increasein population.

It would have been onething toimpose TABOR inthe
early 1990swhen thethen-existing tax ratesand astrong
economy werebuilding up nicesurplusesinthestate bud-
get.

Under those conditions, the governor and L egislature
didtherightthing. They loweredthetax ratesbecausethey
wereproducing moremoney thanthegovernment needed.

Now we find ourselves with relatively low tax rates
compared with 10 years ago. And a Supreme Court that
still may requirethe stateto spend millionsmoreon edu-
cation next year unlessthe L egislature can come up with
alegitimatestudy showingeducationisadequately funded
now. Isthisthetimeto freezetax rates?

Let’sgiveour ol’ congtitutionarest. LettheL egislature
havetheflexibility todowhat needsto bedoneeachyear.
Itispossibleto el ect representativeswho will berespon-
sible. We did it back in the *90s when they lowered the
tax ratesfor us.

The Topeka Capital-Journal

Commentstoany opinionsexpressed onthispageareencour-
aged. Mail themtothe Colby Free Press, 155W. 5th St., Col by,
Kan., 67701. Or e-mail pjschiefen@nwkansas.com or
pdecker @nwkansas.com.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Raberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 email: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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Area gets a much needed drink

Rain, rain, rain, rain, rain!

Yep, wefinally got somerain.

Whilel’ msurethoseinthemiddleof corn
harvest are questioning thetiming, I'm al-
most assurethey arefindingtherainabl ess-
ing. But it reminds me of asaying | heard,
“Itwill rainwhenweneeditand we' Il need
itwhenitrains.”

| wasabit surprisedtowakeuptoanews-
cast Monday morning saying it snowed in
Denver. Whileit'sabit early, | remember a
snow closeto Labor Day oncein Denver.

Just goes to prove someone a bit bigger
than usmortal earthlingisin charge.

Speaking of sayings |’ve heard, | heard
two of thewisest sayingsfromwomenwho
wereseated intheshort-lived spectator sec-
tion during the first day of Dr. Victor
Hildyard'shearingin Colby.

| don’t know who the two women were,
but they werechatting back andforthinear-
shot of my chair. Don’t get me wrong, |
wasn'’t ease-dropping, but the smallness of
theroom|eftlittleunheard asthepublic chat-
tered about thisandthat waiting for thehear-
ing to start.

Anyway, | don’tremember what theladies
weretalking about, but thesubject ended up
bei ng about common, and not socommonly,
known sayings.

The two which captured my attention
were, “You can’t learn anything with your
mouth open” and “ Never miss an opportu-
nity to keep your mouth shut!”

Wow! Arethosetwo sayingsprofound! It
would do a significant portion of society
some good if everyone took to heart these
two sayings and used them often.

Jan Katz
Ackerman
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Just think, if people would listen before
speaking—anot sonovel new idea—maybe
therewouldbealot lessgossip circulating.
And therewould be even less gossip mak-
ing itsway around if we'll take every op-
portunity made available to keep our
mouths shut.

The best example of how peopletaking
about other peoplecanhurt someonestems
from my childhood.

It was a Sunday afternoon in the early
1960s. Remember those days before cell
phones?

A time when many folks, particularly
farmers, relied on citizen band radios to
keep in contact with their homes or bases
of operation.

WEell, that particular Sunday afternoon,
oneof my cousinsheaded out withafriend
on their motorcyclesafter church.

Asthey’ ddoneat least athousand times,
the duo headed out to their favorite spotin
the hills. Unfortunately, my cousin chose
not to adhereto thelaw and traveled onthe
|eft-hand side of that country road that day.
And as he crested a hill he smashed head-
oninto apassenger car and waskilled.

Thetwo boyshadn’t been away frommy
cousin’shomemorethan 30-minuteswhen
the accident occurred.

Well, back to my point of keeping one’s
mouth shut.

My aunt, who wasin her kitchen doing
thelunchdishes, happenedtobeinearshot
of the CB radio which was mounted just
abovethedoor jamin the next room.

My aunt, standing at her kitchen sink,
heard twowomen gossipingonthe CB ra-
dioabout anaccident which had just taken
place closeto one of thewomen’shomes.

Goinginto full graphic detail of the ac-
cident, it was through that conversation
that my aunt found out her sonhadjust been
killed.

Talk about atimetwo women needed tc
havekept quiet. I' [| never forget that time
inour livesanditwasalessonlearnedwell.

So, to thetwowomen at the hearing last
week, thanksfor reminding meabout ales-
son many of us need to use more often.

On the same train of thought, maybe ¢
higher source than me can shed a better
light on the subject.

How about what the Good Book says
about the subject:

“The one who reveals secretsis a con-
stant gossip; avoid someone with a big
mouth,” Proverbs 20 v 19 or better yet,
“Without wood, firegoesout; without gos-
sip, conflict diesdown,” Proverbs 26:20.

There'sahuge difference between gos-
sipandnews. Thelater isbased onfact, anc
while many people think they have the
story correct and shouldtakeisuponthem-
selvesto sharewhat they know, isn’t there
another saying that now comesto mind?

How about this one... Silence is
GOLDEN!

Farmers see fruits of labor

Travel out to thefields of Kansas during Oc-
tober and you'll seethem teeming with the har-
vesting of fall crops. Combineschomp through
the fields of corn, milo and soybeans eager to
dumpthebountiful cropsintowaiting trucksand
grain carts.

On gravel and blacktop roads tandem trucks
and semis race back from the elevators so the
machinescanfill themup again. Fall harvestin
Kansasmarksthat magical timeof theyear when
theworld’sbest producersof food and fiber reap
what they have sowed.

They work withtheland, chemical s, comput-
ers and livestock. They must understand mar-
kets, people, soil cropsand climate. Their live-
lihoodislargely dependent uponfactorsthat are
oftentimes completely out of their control.

Likeall segmentsof our society today, farm-
ing isin acontinual state of change. But there
are some aspects of agriculture that never
change.

Farmersfarm to succeed. They farmto grow
and harvest cropsand producelivestock. Farm-
ersseetheir vocation not only asabusiness, but
asaway of lifetopreserveingoodtimesand bad.
They havetheir feet planted firmly intheir soil.
They arededicated to theland and providing us
with the safest, most wholesome food on the
planet.

John
Schlageck

® Guest
Commentary

TheU.S. Department of Agricultureestimates
theaverageper capitaconsumption of flour and
cereal productsamountsto approximately 194
pounds annually. When you couple that with
approximately 66 poundsof oils, 115 poundsof
red meat and 63 pounds of poultry it'sreadily
apparent why Kansas harvest is an important
time.

Kansasfarmersrankinthetop 10incornpro-
duction. Today’s consumer has the option of
using nearly 4,000 different corn products.
Theseusesrangefrom cornflakesto cornsweet-
eners.

Corn remains the No. 1 source of livestock
feed. A bushel of corn produces approximately
5.6 poundsof retail beef, 13 poundsof retail pork
or 19.6 pounds of chicken.

Countless foods are made from today’s fall
soybean crop. Some of these include crackers,

cookingoils, salad dressings, sandwich spreads
and shortenings. Soybeansareal so used exten-
sively to feed livestock, poultry and fish.

Farmersareal so growing cropsthat decrease
our dependency onimported oil. By using corn,
milo and soybeans, Kansas farmers produce &
renewablefuel that benefits Kansasfarmershby
providing new marketsfor their grain, benefits
our environment by reducing greenhouse gas
emissionsby 35-46 percent and providesafuel
thatisgoodfor your vehiclebecauseit keepsfuel
systems clean for optimal performance. Etha-
nol production is the third largest use of U.S.
corn, utilizing 7 percent of this nation’s corn
crop.

So if you have an opportunity to visit our
state' sfertilefieldsthisfall, think about thepro-
fessionalswho are busy providing the food we
find on our tables each and every day. Tip your
hat, raise an index finger above the steering
whesl of your car or giveafriendly wavetothese
producers of food, fuel and fiber.

John Schlageck hasbeenwriting about farm-
ing and ranching in Kansasfor 25 years. Heis
the managing editor of Kansas Living, a quar-
terly magazine dedicated to agriculture and
rural lifein Kansas.
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WELL, HE WAS ON FA- SUDPENLY, A BAD GUY HITS OKAY, THIS 1GN'T
TROL WITH HIS FELLOW THE HUMVEE WITH AN RPG! ACTUALLY IT. I
GOLDIERS QUTSIVE OF HERE'S THE EXPLOSION.... THIS OFF THE WEB.

/




