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ABOVE: Diners enjoyed a
potato bar at the Senior
Progress Center on Wed-
nesday, complete with lo-
cally-grown potatoes and
all the fixings. The annual
event is a fund-raiser for
the center. RIGHT: Merle
Wolf served up dessert at
the event, whichincluded a
wide variety of decadent
treats. More than 50 people
attended the event with
door prizes available to in-
clude porcelaindoll, quilted
place mats and handmade
wooden projects.

Suicide bomber kills 30 Iragis as constit

BAGHDAD (AP) — A suicide
bomber killed 30 Iragis at an army
recruiting center Wednesday and
lawmakersrushed back to Baghdad
for aspecial session of parliament
to vote on a last-minute compro-
mise to gain Sunni support on the
draft constitution.

Thelawmakersweresummoned
after Shiite, Sunni Arab and Kur-
dish powerbrokers reached the
breakthrough onthecharter, reviv-

ing hopes of winning Sunni ap-
proval of the document in Sa-
turday’s nationwide referendum.
Thesuicideattacker set off explo-
siveshidden beneath hisclothing at
thefirst of two checkpointsoutside
the recruiting center in Tal Afar,
wheremenweregatheringtoapply
for jobs, said army Capt. Raad
Ahmedandtown policechief Brig.
NajimAbdullah. They said at | east
30 people were killed and 35

Personnel files show
complaints were ignored

LOSANGELES(AP)—For de-
cades, theL osAngelesArchdiocese
ignored parishioners’ sex abuse
complaints and shipped accused
priests between therapy and new
assignments, according to newly
rel eased personnel recordsinvolv-
ing 126 clergymen.

In many cases, there was little
mention of child molestation. In-
stead, euphemismssuch as* bound-
ary violations” were used to de-
scribe the conduct.

The summaries of the personnel
records were released Tuesday as
part of settlement talkswithlawyers
for more than 500 accusers who
sued the nation’s largest Roman
Catholic archdiocese.

Therecords, rel eased after nearly
three years of legal wrangling,
cover priestswhowereordained as
far back asthe 1920s.

The documents offer detailsin
numerous cases, though much of
the information has already been

published. Raymond P. Boucher,
theplaintiffs |ead attorney, saidthe
newly released information was a
first step but that compl ete person-
nel files, including letters of trans-
fer and other confidential docu-
ments, should be made public.

“Thesignificanceof thesefilesis
thatthey providealittlemoreinfor-
mation for the public about the
church’s knowledge and frankly
their participation in the molesta-
tion of children, but until the (en-
tire) filesaremadepublic, we renot
goingto be satisfied,” hesaid.

Archdioceseattorney J. Michael
Hennigan called Boucher’s con-
cernsthat the summaries might be
whitewashed “ nonsense.”

“Ray hasnot seenthefilesthem-
selves and has no basisto say that
beyond speculation,” he said.

“Theseareaccuratedescriptions
of the content of thefiles, without
disclosing confidential communi-
cation.”

wounded. The small town was
struck Tuesday by another suicide
bomberwhokilled 30civiliansand
wounded 45 when he plowed his
explosives-packed vehicle into a
crowded outdoor market. Al-Qaida
in Iraq claimed responsibility for
that attack.

InAugust, U.S. and Iragi forces
conducted amajor offensivein Tal
Afar, 93 miles east of the Syrian
border, claimingto havekilled 200

insurgentsand driven many others
out. In other violence Wednesday,
three suicide car bombs, two road-
sideblastsand two drive-by shoot-
ings killed three Iragis and
wounded 28 in Baghdad and the
northwestern city of Bagouba, po-
lice said. Two U.S. soldiers were
killed and one was injured when
their vehicle rolled over while on
patrol during combat near Balad, 50
miles north of Baghdad, the mili-

Rain big plus
for wheat,
delays harvest

By Tisha Cox

Colby Free Press

Rain earlier thisweek hasbeena
boonfor thewheat recently planted
for areafarmers, said Brian Olson,
extensionagronomist for northwest
Kansasat theNorthwest Research-
Extension Center.

The two to three inches of rain
that fell Monday and Tuesday is
hel ping wheat sprout.

He said most of therain fall af-
fected awide areaand was exactly
what was needed.

“Thewheat isinmuch better con-
ditionthanitwas,” Olsonsaid.“It’s
so much better now that wegot that
nicerain.”

Wheat that wasn't planted into
moisturedidn’t comeupright after
planting and seeds that did sprout
quickly used available soil mois-
ture.

Cooler weather will alsohelpthe

wheat, hesaid, becauseitwon't use
asmuch moisture.

“It"1l put it weeks down the road
well into winter,” Olson said, add-
ing it will go from a vegetative to
reproductive state as the season
progresses.

The amount of rain and the way
it camedownwereboth beneficial,
but it's caused a slight delay for
farmerswho haven'tyet broughtin
all of their fall crops.

He said some corn, grain sor-
ghumandsunflowersarestill stand-
inginfieldswaitingtobeharvested.
However, waiting for the fields to
dry out won't halt the cutting of the
remaining cropsfor long.

Olsonsaidthegroundwassodry
the water soaked up quickly, sc
farmerswon’t be out of their fiel ds
toolong.

“Wereally couldn’t have asked
for anything better,” he said.

Noises send police
to residential area,
man arrested later

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

Drinkingand hot tubbingweren't
agood mix for one Colby College
student earlier today, whoended up
being arrested on chargesof crimi-
nal damage to property and crimi-
nal trespass.

Casey Montgomery Moore, 20,
Monument, isalleged to have bro-
kenafenceandthelock inorder to
gain access to a hot tub in the 900
block of W. 7th St.

Police were called at 5:34 a.m.
after the victim reported hearing
noises. When they arrived, said
Detective Sgt. Gary Shull, Colby

PoliceDepartment, theallegedtres-
passer hadleft behindintheyardhis
pants, shirt, shoes, watch and cell
phone.

Although details were sketchy,
becausetheofficer’ sreport wasnot
yet completed, Shull did say that
Moore was arrested at his home
wearing only hisboxers.

It wasalso noted that the suspect
wasintoxicated andwhileat thelaw
enforcement center had gotten sick
twicethereand onceinthe Thomas
County jail.

Moorewasreleasedintothecus-
tody of afriend at 8 a.m., after
agreeing to clean up hismesses.

Jtional vote looms

tary said. The deaths brought to
1,962 the number of U.S. service
memberskilled sincethebeginning
of thewar in 2003, accordingto an
Associated Press count. An explo-
sion set by insurgents also shut
downanoil pipelinefromthenorth-
ern city of Kirkuk to refineriesin
Beiji, an official said. The pipeline
isopenonly intermittently because
of incessant sabotage.

In Baghdad, Saad Naif al-Har-

dan, Iraq’s minister of provincial
affairs, escaped an apparent assas-
sination attempt when a convoy of
carspreparingto pick himupat his
officewashit by asuicidecar bomk
that wounded five bodyguards anc
five bystanders, police said.

The bodies of eight Iragis who
apparently had been kidnappec
werefound Wednesday in Baghdad
and | skandariyah, 30 milessouth of
the capital, police said.

Visible progress
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Going south on Franklin, it's not hard to miss a couple of ongo-
ing construction projects going on in Colby right now. Work is  be completed some time nextyear. In the background, the struc-
being done on erecting the walls for the new Wal-Mart ture for Truck Town is also taking shape.

Supercenter, inthe foreground. The supercenter is expected to
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