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Part of closed hearing
could become public

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

DespitearulingtocloseDr. Vic-
tor Hildyard'shearingtothepublic,
one of Thursday’s witnesses drew
opposition.

When Thursday’s witness list
wasmade public shortly beforethe
9 a.m. start time, question arose
why aColby manwouldtestify be-
hind closed doors.

Expectedto takethe stand inthe
afternoon, it was unclear under
which exceptiontestimony by Dave
Jenningsfell —patient confidential-
ity or peer review confidentiality.
Administrativelaw judge and pre-
siding officer, Edward Gaschler, on
Oct. 5closed thehearingtothe pub-
lic of all witnessestestifying about
those two topics.

WhileHildyard'sattorney, Mike
O’Neal, Hutchinson, at that time
saidhe' dliketheentireproceedings
open to the pubic, David Steed,
Wichita, aspecial prosecutor hired
by the Kansas Board of Healing
Arts, said he wanted no part of a
patient’s records talked about
openly.

When question about Jennings
testimony arose, Steed asked Gas-
chlerand O’ Neal for abrief off-the-
record conference.

O’ Neal reiterated hispreference
would havebeenfor theentirepro-
ceedingtobeopentothepublic. But
hetold Gaschler becauseof hisOct.
5 ruling he didn’t believe he could
disclose anything about Jennings’
testimony without ti pping hishand.
O’ Neal also told Gaschler he be-
lieved Jennings would “help our

Steed told Gaschler it was his
understanding Jennings' testimony
behind closed doors was being
questioned because he would not
have had knowledge about peer re-

One dead

ST.JOSEPH, Mo. (AP)—Onthe
day this community’s biggest new
development indecadeswastocel-
ebrate its opening, investigators
were being called in Thursday to
find out what caused an explosion
that killed alocal man and injured
14 othersaday earlier.

A heavy-equipment operator was
killedandthreeother workerswere
critically injured Wednesday after
the explosion at the $130 million
Triumph Foods pork processing
plant, whichwasexpectedtogointo
production on Nov. 1.

Andrew Bauer, 24, of St. Joseph,
was killed in the blast, which oc-
curredaround 2:45p.m.inanindus-
trial areaonthe south side of town.
Another worker whowasclinically
dead after the explosion was re-
vived by emergency medical per-

[ think | have a solution.”

Edward Gaschler,

presiding officer regarding hearing

view issues pertinent to the case.

Jennings at one time served on
theCitizensMedical Center Mem-
bership, a22-person ThomasCoun-
ty and Colby resident-based group
which el ectsthesevenmember hos-
pital board of trustees. Jenningswas
amember of thegroupfrom July 8,
2002, until heresigned onApril 20,
2004. During that time frame, as
allowed by state law, Hildyard re-
ceived adue process hearing after
hisprivilegeswererevokedby Citi-
zens Medical Center on April 10,
2004. That process had no bearing
on Jennings since the group is not
privy toinformation about patients
O peer review.

Itwasalsobelieved Jenningswas
not one of the patientsinvolvedin
the case.

O’ Neal told Gaschler he didn’t
want to “reopen” atopic talked
about onthefirst day of thehearing
because he wanted to assure the
hearing was handled with “consis-
tency.”

Steed agreed.

Gaschler again asked O’ Neal
which exception Jennings’ testi-
mony fell under. O’ Neal saidwhile
Jenningswashot apatient listed in
the petition, hewould testify about
apatient whowas.

Gaschler asked how long he
thought it would takefor Jennings
testimony, towhich O’ Neal replied,
“Between 15 and 20 minutes.”

“1 think | have asolution,” Gas-
chler said turning toward the court

reporter. He asked how long it
would take the reporter to prepare
atranscript of Jennings' testimony.
“About 30 minutes,” shereplied.
Gaschler then ruled Jennings’
testimony would be behind closed
doors. He further ruled that after
hearing the testimony if it did not
fall under either patient confidenti-
ality or peer review exception he
would make atranscript of thetes-
timony availableto the Colby Free
Press. Dueto aproblem with tran-
scription equi pment, that transcript
will not beavailableuntil Monday.
Others who testified Thursday
were Dr. Raymond K etting, pedia-
tricianat Colby Medical and Surgi-
cal Center; Brian Unruh, phy-
sician’sassistant at Colby Medical
and Surgical; Patti Stephens, nurse
manager at Colby Medical and Sur-
gical Center; Judith Sears, former
Citizens Medical Center trustee;
andWilmaAlbers, relative of apa-
tient listed in the petition. Dr.
Mohammed Fercha, formerly asur-
geon at Colby Medical and Surgi-
cal Center, wasscheduledtotestify
on Thursday, but dueto hispartici-
pation in the religious season of
Rhamadanisnot clear whenhistes-
timony will take place.
Testifyingtoday wereDr. Joseph
Rainwater, a cardiologist from
Denver, and Janet Myers, anurse
practitioner at Colby Medical and
Surgical Center. Hildyard and his
partner, Dr. LaDonna Regier, are
scheduled to testify on Monday.

Fire house outing

of afire fighter’s life.

Ross Carney, right, a volunteer firefighter with the Colby Fire Department, showed off the
department’s fire engines and rescue vehicle to students from Puddle Duck Preschool this morn-
ing. The students toured the fire department and got to take a closer look at many other aspects
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after blast rocks Missouri plant

sonnel, officialssaid.

“There was a lot of blood and
gore,” said Fire Department battal -
ion chief Russell Moore. “We see
that in the case of wrecksand stuff,
andit’snot somethingwecan't deal
with. But under circumstanceslike
this, itwasalittle different.”

M ooreestimatedthat fivepeople
were blown out of the plant by the
blast, which witnesses said sent a
massive fireball through the roof.

“I"m absolutely amazed there
werenot morecasualtiesthanthere
were,” hesaid.

Theexplosion, which originated
inanofficeareaand cafeteria, blew
out about a dozen windows on the
first and second floors. Chunks of
roofing material appeared to have
been peel ed off thestructure, part of
the second floor collapsed, and

rubble was sprayed on the ground
outside the building.

Mooresaidhecouldfeel theblast
at afirehouse aquarter mile away.

City Manager Vince Capell said
a " soft opening” had been planned
for Thursday attheplant, whichwas
expectedtoemploy 1,000workers.

“This company was really the
shining star for revitalization of our
stockyardsareaandstillis,” Capell
said. “1 don't know how big of a
setback thisisgoing to be.”

Hesaid hewastold official ssus-
pect it was anatural gas explosion
that wastriggered whenaworker lit
awelding torch.

Gashasbeen shut off tothebuil d-
ing, but authoritieswerewaitingto
beginaninvestigation until Thurs-
day becausethe structurehad to be
evaluated to determine whether it

was safe.

Police spokesman Jim Connors
saidtheonly peopleinthebuilding
at the time of the explosion were
contractorsdoingfinishingworkin
preparation for the opening.

Seven people were admitted
Heartland Regional Medical Cen-
ter in St. Joseph for treatment —
three of them critically injured —
and seven were treated and re-
leased, a nursing supervisor said
early Thursday.

Fire officials said several others
weretreated at the scene.

Two people had to be extracted
from the building, including one
personwhowaspinned under acon-
cretewall.

Pam L evetzow, spokeswoman
for Missouri Gas Energy, said she
had noinformation about the cause

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press
Thomas County Emergency
Medical Services hasanew in-
terim director. Ken Gatlin was
made interim director of the
county’ semergency medical ser-
vicesat theMonday commission-
ersmeeting. County Clerk Shelly
Harmssaid director Kathi Wright
handedin her | etter of resignation,
effective immediately, at the
meeting. She added Gatlin has
been appointed director for aterm
of six monthsand therewill bea
review at that point.
Assistant director Martin
Rinehart will continue onin that

Emergency medical
services director quits

Kathi Wright

position.

Chairman Ron Evans said
Wright didn’t state areason for
her resignation. “Everything's
goingtobefine, I hope,” hesaid.

Thomas County Fair Board approves keeping professional rodeo

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

The Thomas County Fair will
have a professional rodeo, at least
for onemoreyear. Theboard voted
to continue on with a Professional
Rodeo CowboysA ssociationevent
at itsmeeting Thursday.

Before voting, they heard a Po-
werPoint presentation on the Kan-
sasProfessiona RodeoAssociation
fromClair Schrock and Deb Christy
of St. Francis.

Bothareactiveinthat association
and Christy isthe barrel racing di-
rector.

Christy said they promote rodeo
as a sport and a profession as well
as afamily event. They have con-
testants compete from Kansas,
Colorado, New Mexico, Oklahoma
and Nebraska and had more than
300 memberslast year.

Thetop five rodeosfor the 2004
season were M cCracken, Elkhart,
Hugo and Springfield, Colo. and
Sublette.

The amateur rodeo hasall of the
sameeventsasaprofessional rodeo,
including bareback and saddle

broncriding, bull riding, barrel rac-
ing, tie down and team roping and
steer wrestling. It also has 40/40
roping and women'’s breakaway
roping.

Schrock said there were 80 ro-
deosthisyear contestantscould go
to.

“I1t hel ps bring peoplefrom both
sides (of Kansas) and all around us
cominginforrodeos,” hesaid.

Schrock explained it costs be-
tween $7,000-$8,000 to put on one
of the KPRA rodeos, and that in-
cludesthefeefor thestock contrac-
tor, who provideseverythingtorun
therodeo.

“You hire the stock contractor
and provide the added money,” he
said.

Christy said about half of their
contestantsaremembersof boththe
KPRA and PRCA.

“They’ re going to come regard-
lessof who'ssanctioningwhat,” she
said.

She added if Thomas County
switched to an amateur event, it
would fit in well with the existing
schedule.
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Thomas County Fair Board members Nancy Rundel, Cynthia
Bieberle and Darrel Dible listened to a presentation on the Kan-
sas Professional Rodeo Association at the Thursday fair board

meeting.

“It doesn’t conflict with any of
thembut it fitsinwell with arun of
fair rodeos,” Christy said.

The board discussed the matter
before deciding to continue on
with aprofessional rodeo.

Board member Gary Garrett said
a professional rodeo provides a
higher level of competitionandthey
would need twice as many specta-
torstoattendtomakeupfor alower
gateprice.

Losingmoney ontheprofessional
event was al so discussed.

Board member Nancy Rundel
saidit hasevened outisn’t asbad as
it usedto be.

“It comesback tothequestion—
does every event have to make
money? she asked.

Board member Marty Crampton
said it looked like they would only
save money onthe stock contractor
and sanctioning fees.

Theboard also discussed itscon-
tract with Kerry Wark to lease the
fairgrounds track for races each
summer.

The board will review the con-
tract and discussit again at its No-
vember meeting, but had consensus
that the contract wasall right.

Wark said the contract is for a
three-year lease and he would like
torenew for three moreyears.

Hesaidit'svirtually the same as

what he's presented in the past,
with the exception of the dates.
Wark added there was al so the ad-
ditionthat hewouldliketheoption
todoother thingsbesidestheraces.
He said there had been some con-
fusion over that.

“1 don’t want exclusiverights,”
Wark said, adding hewouldliketo
do ademolition derby early in the
Season.

He said the board could still
have a tractor pull or mud bog or
any other event of that sort.

The board went into executive
session 15 minutes to discuss the
contract. When they came back
into open session, board member
Darrel Dible said they didn't like
the motor sports stipulation and
would prefer instead that Wark talk
to them about what he's going to
do.

Wark said that was acceptable.

In other business, the board:

» Approved letting Genesis of
ThomasCounty usethe4-H Build-
ing at the fairgroundsto assemble
itsholiday basketsinearly Decem-
ber.
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