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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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THE SCENT OF
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"PEOPLE, LIKE ANIMALS, MUST
MARK THEIR TERRITORY,"
| SAID 1O MY WIFE...
“AND SOME PEOPLE ARE
MORE PRIMITIVE
THAN OTHERS.”
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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Blondie ® Chic Young
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

17’6 SO NICE AND YEAH..YOU CAN
QUIET UP HERE IN HEAR YOURSELF
THE MOLNTAINS

FUNNY..I DON'T
HEAR ANYTHING
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: THE ANTIGRAVITY
BOOK I CHECKED OUT WAS VERY ABSORBING.
[ SIMPLY COULDN'T PUT IT DOWN,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals L
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‘Riteof Turning 21’ risky passage

1 Abigail

DEARABBY: | amthemother
of four children, ages18t025.A
“practice” they discuss among
their friendsisthe “rite of turn-
ing 21,” which isto drink 21
shots of hard alcohoal.

I’d like to think my children
are intelligent and informed
enough to know how dangerous
thiscouldbe, but when| mention
it, | get the standby, “Everyone
doesit” or “It'sfine.”

| worry myself sick over this,
not only for my ownkids, butfor
all young adults. Please shed
somelight on thispractice. Per-
hapsthey will listento you.

I’m not naive enough to think
they won't drink, but 21 shotsis
not thebest birthday gifttothem-
selves.

— WORRIED MOM,
MISSOULA, MONT.

DEAR WORRIED MOM:
Your children are mistaken.
Bingedrinkingisn't“fine” and
not everybody doesit.

Rapid consumption of alco-
hol, particularly in large a-
mounts, is extremely danger-
ous.

It has been known to cause
severeillness, coma and even
death.

Thisisatopic that has ap-
pearedinmycolumnbefore,in
the form of lettersfrom con-
cer ned member sof thehealth-
careprofessionandfromgrie-
ving parents. Therite of pas-
sagethat your childrenaredis-
cussing can be a “ passage”
right out of thislifeandintothe
next.

Only afool or someonevery
immature would take that
kind of risk.

Bridge

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

Van Buren

DEARABBY: | havebeenliv-
ingwith“Angelo” for six years.
His dog passed away in May.
Frankly, | wasrelieved because
the dog had beenthemainfocus
inAngelo’slifeand the cause of
many problemsandfights. | had
considered leaving him over it,
but didn’t want to giveup onthe
relationship.

After the dog's death, things
got much better. Angelo and |
started going placeswithout the
constant “ ... haveto get hometo
the dog.”

He started talking about get-
ting another dog, but | toldhim|
wasagainstit.

Well, some members of An-
gelo’s family and some of his
friendsurged himto get another
one. They said I’d grow to love
it.

L ast month hetook themupon
it. Heisnow entirely focused on
thenew dog, and | feel betrayed.
| toldAngeloit waseither meor
the dog, but thedogisstill here.

What should | do?

—BETRAYED IN
WESTCHESTER, PA.

DEAR BETRAYED: Now
that you know how little An-
gelorespectsyour feelings, you
should move. When you told
him it wasyou or thedog, and
hegot oneanyway, hegaveyou
your answer.

DEARABBY:lammarriedto

e Dear Abby

the most wonderful man in the
world. Heis my best friend and
lover.

Heisasoadwarf. My problem
concerns how to deal with the
public.

Whenweareout, peoplemake
commentsandfaces. | amaware
of it, but 1" mnot suremy husband
is.

When | catch peoplestaring, |
give them a dirty look. How
should| handlethis?l amconsid-
ered attractive, and people who
don’tknow uswell ask why | am
with thiswonderful man.

— OFFENDED IN OR-
LANDOG

DEAR OFFENDED: Your
husband isprobably awar e of
thestares, but hasgrown used
tothem by now.

If someoneis so rude asto
guestion you about why you
married him, betruthful. Say:
“I don’t measuremy menfrom
thetop down; | measurethem
from the eyebrowsup.

And when you get to know
my husband, I'm sure you’ll
alsoappreciatewhat awonder-
ful person heis.”

Editor’s note: Dear Abby i<
written by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and wasfounded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Write Dear
Abby at www.Dear Abby.comor
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90069.
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Opening lead — king of spades.
FamousHand

It goeswithout saying that partnersarenot sup-
posedtodiscussahandwhileit’sinprogress. This
isespecially trueof thetwo defenders. Of course,
we all know that in many bridge games — the
chatty ones— thisruleisbroken al thetime.

The most famous hand on record where this
rulewasviolated was, surprisingly enough, ina
national pair championshipsomeyearsago, with

four Life Mastersat thetable.

The bidding was astonishing. South should

have passed but opened oneclub.

He had traveled hundreds of milesto play in
the event, had paid his entry fee and wanted his
money’sworth. West, clearly agreat believer in
the right of free speech, then made a takeout
doublethat did not fit the minimal requirements

for that bid in any respect.

North, whodidn'tknow what wasgoingon but
knew agood handwhen hesaw one, madethesen-
sible bid of six clubs. East, looking at two aces,
didn’'t carewhat wasgoing on, and vociferously
expressed his doubt that this contract could be

made.

West, onlead, struggledawhileandfinal ly tried
the king of spades as a desperate measure. De-
clarer gratefully wonwiththeaceandled aclub
tothejack, losingtotheace. East returned aspade,
andwhen Southwonwiththequeen, East almost

fell off hischair.

After declarer led aclub to the queen, collect-
ing West's ten, East could contain himself no

longer.

Heleaned forward, red-faced, and whispered
tohispartner sogently it could beheard at thefar
end of theroom: “Youidiot! You could haveled
aheart, adiamond or aclub, and wewould have
beaten the hand. Instead, your nimble brain had

to pick aspade.”

South, whowasneither blind nor deaf, greeted
thisinformation with cocked ear. He knew East
tobeagoodanalyst, andif East thought adiamond
|ead could beat thehand, it meant East wasvoid.

So declarer played aclub to hisnine, drawing
East’slast trump, thenled adiamond andfinessed

dummy’seight.
He had to, to makethe slam.

Tomorrow: Point count isdoubly useful.
(€)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

“l could’ve made it look more like you
but you moved.”

Crossword
ACROSS 39 Authoriza- DOWN 25 Sax-
1 Scepter tion 1 Ear- playing
topper 41 Emerson’s related Simpson
4 One output 2 Latvia’s 26 Paradise
ina 43 Dress in capital 27 Every-
suit? 44 Enthusi- 3 United thing else
7 “— asm nations? 28 Rose’s
Factor” 46 Amazon. 4 Rushmore place?
11 Pinball com figure 29 Letters’
problem founder 5 Barber- partners
13 Carton Jeff shop item 30 Beams of
14 New 50 Gilligan's 6 Additional light
York home 7 Positions 31 Tend a
city 53 Longing of priority tear
15 Stravinsky 55 Portrayal 8 A billion 35 Despon-
or 56 Burn years dent
Sikorsky some 9 Grantor 38 CBS
16 911 57 — Paulo Irving emblem
responder 58 Malt- 10 Tyranno- 40 Filch
(Abbr.) shop saurus — 42 Permis-
17 Cameo order 12 Pioneers sion
stone 59 Ever- 19 Insepa- 45 Symbol
18 Chocolate greens rable on
tree 60 Fre- 21 Literary Canada’s
20 Cereal quently collection flag
selection 61 Chaps 23 Pigpen 47 Move
22 S;fllc;::r-s Solution time: 24 mins. o rS]?:)t;I)I:;e
24 Moose descrip-
feature tion
28 Knaves 49 Penn or
32 Tolerate Astin
33 Speedy 50 Gelid
steed 51 That
34 “Abso- woman
lutely” 52 Matlock’s
36 Works field
with 54 “—to
37 Fashion worry”
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