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Other
Viewpoints

IS middle ground

Those pushing for the teaching of intelligent design in public
schools have a great hook when selling their theory to the public.
They equateabelief inintelligent design with abelief in Christian-
ity; if you believe in evolution, they say, then you reject abelief in
God.

That'sthestand taken by StateBoard of Education Chairman Steve
Abrams. He said recently that one cannot believein both evolution
andtheBible. That commentisworrisomecomingfromtheboard's
chairman, considering that in arecent poll 65 percent of Kansans
surveyed said it is possible to believe in both the Bible and evolu-
tion. ...

Intelligent design hol dsthat somethingsin the natural world can
only beexplained ascoming from asuperior being. That fitsnicely
with the story of creationin the Bible, whichisbasically the same
creation story found in the Jewish Torah and Islam’s Koran.

Many Christian denominationsteach that evol utionand creation-
ismarecompatibleandthat good Christianscan believeinboth. That
position also is held by arespected voice in the intelligent design
community, John Angus Campbell, aretired professor of commu-
nicationsat the University of Memphisand afellow at the Discov-
ery Institute, which promotesintelligent design.

Campbell saysteachingintelligent design can serveauseful pur-
poseineducation by teaching studentscritical thinking. But, hesays,
it should not be taught in public schools as scientific theory. ...

That is acommon-sense position held by an intelligent design
supporter. But that isnot theposition held by the conservativemem-
bersonthe State Board of Education, who control theboard by a6-
4 margin. They rejected science standards proposed by a panel of
expertsin science and education, choosing standards that include
criticism of evolution.

Thisisabasic ploy by intelligent design supporterswho want to
increaseteaching of intelligent designin public school scienceclass-
rooms.

Kansans should reject such efforts. Intelligent design isafaith-
based theory best taught in classes on comparativereligions, notin
science classrooms, becauseit isnot science.

Salina Journal

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail pjschiefen@nwkansas.com or pdecker @nwkansas.com.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 email: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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BUT He LIKES To

LIKE BROWNIE AND HARRIET MIERS,

MY PoINT MAN oN THE AVIAN FLU
HAS No REAL EXPERIENCE...

CHASE BIRDS.

Vacation was a little too exciting

| got back from vacation aweek ago. |
didn’'t take one big, long trip to one place.
Instead, it ended up being a series of sev-
eral short trips.

Kind of funny it ended up that way, but it
seemslike | did more that way than going
oneplaceand staying theretheentiretime
before coming back.

| spent three days at home, visiting my
momandsister Chris, saw my grandmaand
other sister, Lori, and afew other peoplel
hadn’'t seen in awhile, then eventually
ended up in Denver for a couple of days,
then Colby, L akin and back to Colby.

Denver wasitsusual busy self, bustling
with peopleand too many thingsto do. We
weretherefor onemain purpose, aconcert
at thePepsi Center on\Wednesday night, to
seeNinelnch Nailsperform.

We crammed in alot in alittle over 48
hours, acoupl e of thingswe' d never done
before, including the Denver Downtown
Aquarium (formerly knownasOcean Jour-
ney).

Hands down it was one of the most
memorabl e excursions we' ve ever taken.
Chrisand | had agood time, looking at all
the exotic tropical fish, sea horses and
more. They aso had otters and tigers and
the“storminthedesert” exhibit, whichre-
sultedinan uncharacteristicreactionfrom
Chris. It sent her straight toward the desert
tortoise exhibit, which had a tortoise and
also three rattle snakes, which made her
bolt one moretime.

| nearly lost her at that point, but her de-
sire to not see anymore snakes made her
hang back until I caught up.

The big finale at the aquarium featured
lots of tropical fish and several kinds of
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sharks. They had a captive audience
watching them for more than 20 minutes.

Out in the lobby, we finally found the
manta ray tank and for $2, you can buy
deadfishtofeedtotherays. That wasfun,
except therays swarmed and we both got
soaked, but also got to pet the critters.

The next day, we spent loafing around
and had lunch at one of our favorite Den-
ver West locations — Wienerschnitzel.
I’ ve never seen my sister wolf down food
sofast. It wascold and windy that day, but
atleastit wasclear, unliketheweather for
the U2 concert wewent toinApril.

Then we stood in line for two hoursto
get inside the Pepsi Center and met some
interesting people. Once inside, the nice
security guardsmadeusall sitdownonthe
floor so they could make sure no one did
anything they weren’t supposed to do.

The same guys that made everyone sit
down were later eating and playing with
animal crackersright before the concert
started. It was funny, considering they
werebothbig, burly bouncer-types. | guess
they needed somethingtodotobreak their
tension becausethey looked alittleafraid
of some of the peoplethere.

Turns out, as usual, the people they
should havebeen concerned about | ooked
what most peoplewould consider normal.

Anyway, the opening band was
Autolux, followed by Queensof the Stone
Age. They were better live than on the
radio.

Finally, Nine Inch Nails headed by
Trent Reznor took thestageand played an
hour and a half. They were so loud you
needed earplugs out on the second level
concourse. | know thisfrom experience.

It wasagreat show, better than someof
the other concerts we' ve been to. This
time waiting for the band to leave was
fruitful, eventhoughwedidn’t gettomeet
the band.

Last year at Korn, they sent everyone
donuts. Nine Inch Nails' road manager
gave everyone waiting outside guitar
picks used by the band.

Thatwasfollowed upby drivingarounc
Denver, which lead to the epiphany that
anyonewantingtolearntodriveinabig
city or Denver itself should go drive
around their late at night.

Other Denver stops were three malls
(Pavilions downtown, Colorado Mills
and Southwest Plaza), Fairmount Cem-
etery, Golden, Morrison and nearly two
accidentswithinsecondsof eachotherin
Morrison, one behind the firehouse anc
the other at the stop sign to get back on
North Morrison Road.

Allinall, itwasamemorable, funtrip.

But needlesstosay, I'vehad all the ex-
citement | can handlefor awhile.
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Tisha Cox isa general assignment re-
porter/photographer for the Free Press.
Her column appears on Mondays.
tcox@nwkansas.com.

Do we really know politicans?

Do youreally know your President? Or,
doyouonly know apoliticianwho hasbeen
covered by aslick and shiny veneer applied
by a coalition of bureaucrats and far right
religiousleaders?

How, in the name of CCC (Compassion-
ate Conservative Christianity), can our
President threaten to veto a bill because of
an amendment (which passed 99-9 in the
Senate) that reinforcesour commitment, as
anation, tosupport theGenevaConvention,
disallowing torture, humiliation, and inhu-
mane treatment of prisoners? Thisadmin-
istration contendsthat if wedon’t bring the
detainees to the United States we are not
bound by the Declaration of HumanRights,
adoptedin 1948, in spite of thefact that we
signed that Declaration. Neither are we
bound to honor the International Covenant
onCivil Rightsand Political Rights, nor are
we bound by the Convention Against Tor-
ture.

We hel ped write all those covenants and
declarationsand signed them, pledging our
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support and adherence to their provisions.
Is the evidence that our word and our sig-
natureisof no binding worth anindication
of our CCC?

How, inthename of CCC, can our Presi-
dent and his administration promote tax
benefitstothelargeand/or diversified com-
panies who garner no bid contractsin the
cleanup and rebuilding of the Gulf area,
devastated by Katrina? Meanwhile, thelo-
cal and smaller companies, who don’t have
income levelsthat receive significant ben-
efitfromthosetax benefitsareleft out. This
administration hasencouragedrel axation of
environmental and safety standards, ben-

efiting the employersat the expense of em-
ployees and the environment.

How, inthenameof CCC, canweattempt
to balance the budget or even cut the level
of deficit spending by pushing moretax cuts
and cutting assi stance programstothemost
needy of our society?

Arethe proper behavior and moral stan-
dards of Compassionate Conservative
Christianity acceptableonthebasisthat they
are not as bad as the enemies morals and
behavior? Arewebeingimitatorsof Christ
when we endeavor to only exceed the low-
est common denominator inmoral and ethi-
cal behavior? Did Jesuscater totherichand
powerful ?

Perhaps, weneedtoquit hiding behind our
pious indignation over past indiscretions
andfailuresof previouspresidentsandtheir
admini strationsand strip away theveneer of
our present leadership.
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You can reach Ken Poland at

rcwine@cheerful .com
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