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Rain expected,
highs near 65

Theforecast

Tonight — Showers likely
and possibly a thunderstorm
before 7 p.m. then a chance of
both between 7 and 10 p.m. then
achance of showersduring the
night.

Mostly cloudy with alow
around 38. North northeast wind
between 6 and 13 mph.

Chanceof precipitationis60
percent. Thursday - A 20 per-
cent chanceof showersbefore7
am. Partly cloudy with high
around 64.

Thursday night — Partly
cloudy, with alow around 35.
Friday — Partly cloudy witha
high around 63. Light wind be-
comingnorthbetween1land14
mph.

Friday night — Partly
cloudy with alow around 37.
Saturday — Mostly sunny with
ahigh around 62.

Temperatures

Tuesday’shigh, 87

Low thismorning, 45

Records for this date, 90 in
1903, 17in 1989

Precipitation past 24 hoursto
8 am. today, 0.00

October’s precipitation, 1.97

A recorded forecast updated
throughout the day is available
by calling (785) 899-7119.

Current temperatures are
availableby calling460-TEMP.

College plans special meeting

A special meeting of the Colby Community Collegeboard
of trustees, Thursday, beginning at 5 p.m. intheAll-Ameri-
canroom of the student union for the purpose of discussing
the presidential search prompted by Dr. Mikel Ary’sresig-
nation effective on Friday, Oct. 14.

Red Cross potato bar Sunday

The Thomas County Chapter American Red Cross will
sponsor apotato and dessert bar Sunday at Fairview Estates.
Servingwill befrom11a.m.tol p.m. withafreewill dona-
tionacceptedto carry onhumanitarian activitiesin Thomas
County. Baked potatoeswith toppings, along with dessert,
will beserved. Everyoneiswel come. For questions, call Pat
Sloan at 785 460-7495.

County open for trick-or-treating

All Thomas County offices, including the courthouse,
office complex and extension, with the exception of the
sheriff’s office, will offer trick-or-treating for elementary
children from 3-5 p.m. Monday, Oct. 31.

Essay contest available online
The Goodland Daughters of the American Revolution

Briefly

Chapter are encourage studentsto participatein the Ameri-
can History Essay Contest and the DAR Good Citizenship
Award contest. For questions, visit: www.dar.org and find
“scholarships.”

Appointment needed for disposal

TheThomasCounty Household HazardousWaste Sitewill
be open by appointment only thisweek, said Sandy Swob,
director. Anyone with household hazardous waste items is
urgedtocall her at either 460-4526 (days) or 460-3438 (eve-
nings) to make an appointment.

Share delivery next week

Heartland Share delivery is Saturday, at 10:30 a.m. inthe
Colby Sacred Heart School gymnasium. There are afew
sharesleft. If interested, call 460-3579 or 460-8640.

Old cell phones wanted

Colby Grade School iscollected old cell phoneswith pro-
ceeds going toward the purchase of new playground equip-
ment, said Tami Brown, coordinating the project. Drop-off
sites are located at Gavons Electronic, 1870 S. Range; the
service desk at Dillons, 1605 S. Range; Unicel, 1933 S.
Range; Beringer Hardware, 165W. 4th or at thegradeschool,
210N. Grant. Inadditionto hel pingtheschool, shesaid, those

donatingwill a so be hel ping the environment through recy-
cling efforts. For questions, call Brown at 460-5100, ext.
1305.

Benefit dance Saturday

A benefitdanceandauctionwill beheldfor Diane(Merrell)
Homm, Saturday, from8tomidnight at the City LimitsCon-
vention Center, 2227 S. RangeAve. Featured entertai nment
will be“ Shadow Riders,” a country western band. Admis-
sion is $8 per person with the auction taking place at inter-
mission. Donations for Homm, who was diagnosed with
cancer, can be | eft at the First National Bank. All proceeds
will help her and her husband, Richard, defray medical ex-
penses. Also miscellaneousitemsfor theauctionareneeded.

Adult flu clinics begin Thursday

TheThomasCounty Health Department isoffering an adult
flu clinic on Thursday at Brewster Senior Center from 9 to
11am.; theColby Senior Center, 1-3p.m.; and M eadowlark
Manor from 3:15 to 4:15 p.m. The clinics continue Friday,
Oct. 21 at Fairview Estatesin Colby from 10-11 a.m. and at
theThomas County Courthousefor county and city employ-
eesfrom1to 3 p.m. Other datesandtimeswill beannounced
inafutureedition. For questions, call thecounty health, 460-
4596.

Sheridan County deals with faulty gravel truck

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

A Sheridan County commis-
sioner wanted to know if the rear
end of afaulty gravel truck wasbe-
ing lubricated with fruit juice.

“What's in the rear end, lemon
juice?’ Keith Kennedy asked dur-
ing aspecial meeting Thursday.

Kennedy, along with Commis-
sioners Ron Schamberger, chair-
man, and David Zimmerman
scrambled Thursday to replace a
truck which hasturned out to be a
lemon.

The 1998 Mac truck was pur-
chased sight unseenin August.

Thetruck cost Sheridan County
taxpayers $34,250.

Atthesametime, asecondgravel
truck was purchased through Dick
Goss, Hays Mack Sales and Ser-
vice, Hays. The second truck cost
$76,694.

Bob Schwarz, road and bridge
supervisor told the commissioners
thecamshaft of the 1998 truck isno

Hoxie’s health fair features
special Halloween theme

By JAN KATZ ACKERMAN
Colby Free Press

A health fair will take placein
Hoxieon Saturday and it will have
aHalloween theme.

Scaring up Good Health will be
sponsored by the Sheridan County
Health Complex and the Kansas
State Research and Extension of
Sheridan County.

Starting at 8 am., the health fair
will take place at the 4-H building
atthefairgroundsnorth of Hoxie. It
will run through noon.

Sheridan County Health Com-
plex’s lab and x-ray departments

(foster family careresourceservice)
Sheridan County Fire Department,
and Sheridan County Interagency.

Inaddition, areaagenciesattend-
ing and providing educational in-
formation will be the Northwest
Kansas Family Shelter, Hays; Liv-
ing Independently in Northwest
Kansas, Hill City; Midwest Energy,
Great Bend; Northwest Kansas
AreaonAging, Hays; Social Reha-
bilitation Services, Colby; Midwest
Transplant, Mission; Northwest
Environmental Protection Group,
Hill City; Osteoporosis Services,
Inc., Topeka; Hospice Services,

plan to provide blood testsand a  Inc., Phillipsburg; and Colby Com-

drawing for a free mammogram.
Thedietary department and nursing
staff will talk about eating healthy
andhomecarefor meals, plusshow
avideo onthe set of vital signsand
strokes.

Hoxie Medical Clinic staff will
be on hand to share information
about diabetes and associated
equipment. Thosesamestaff mem-
bers will provide foot care check-
ups.

TheExtensionofficewill provide
educational materials of al kinds,
and the Public Health Department
staff will talk about car seat safety
and breast cancer awareness.

Providing tours of the county’s
ambulances, blood pressurechecks
and contact information for cell
phoneswill betheemergency medi-
cal service.

Othersparticipatinginthehealth
fairwill betheHoxiePoliceDepart-
ment, Thorpe Chiropractic, Big
Brothers-Big Sisters, Regional Pre-
vention Center, Smart Start of
Northwest Kansas, The Farm, Inc.

GIVE BLOOD. ¢
SHARE LIFE! x

For more information on
donating blood, please call 1-
888-719-8929 or in the
Wichita area, 268-0834
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munity College. A freefive-minute
seated massage will be available
through the Comfort Zone, Carol
Farber, Colby.

A concession stand will be pro-
vided by Sheridan County 4-H
groups and all proceedswill go to
the Hoxie Area Ministerial Alli-
ance.

For more information about the
fair contact the Sheridan County
Health Complex at (785) 675-3281
or the Sheridan County Extension
Officeat 675-3268.
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LIMITS

OPENING

for LUNCH
(Mon. - Sat.)
TUES, OCT. 25"
11 A.M.
Featuring a
Lunch Menu and Buffet

We welcome your group
for luncheon and
afternoon events.

Call ahead, and we’ll have
your table ready for you!

| 785-462-6565
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good. “Dick said they will givethe
county 100 percent of the price to
fixit.

“Takingwiththemechanic, they
aren’t planning to take the heads
off,” Schwarz said.

“Somebody didn't take care of
it,” Schamberger said of thefailed
truck.

Zimmerman said the process
Schwarz describe was a concern
and he supported buying new ver-
sus repairing the used truck. Ac-
cording to Zimmerman, the 1998
Mac truck having 290,000 miles
waspurchased by thedealershipin
Haysfromadeal ershipin Chicago.
The county has added about 600
milestothetruck sinceitsarrival.

Schwarz said noisesfromtheen-
gine were present with the county
received the truck, but the noises
have“becomelouder.”

“It sounded fine when we got
it,” Schwarz said, “but Melvin
(Lovin) could hear something, but
it real fast wore something out.”

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

When it comes to capital ex-
penditures, Sheridan County
Commissioners use a different
standardfor themselvesthanthey
do for department heads.

Accordingto Sheridan County
Clerk Paula Bielser, all county
department heads must have any
purchase over $200 approved by
the commissioners.

‘Home rule’ determines capital expenditures

Commissionershowever, canuse
home rule to determine how capi-
tal expenditures are made and
whether abid processwill be used
or not.

State law requires a board of
commissionerstotakebidson con-
struction of buildings and bridges.

“Past commission boards have
alwayslet bids,” Bielser said.

When two gravel truckstotaling
$110,944 werebought inAugust, a

bid processdid not take place.

Bought sight-unseen, a 2005
Mack truck costing $76,694, and
a 1998 Mack truck costing
$34,250, the older of thetwo has
already had to be replaced.

Commissioners on Thursday
votedtobuy at 2005Mack gravel
truck, againwithout having seen
it and again without taking bids,
costing taxpayers $30,000 more
than did thelemon.

Schwarz saidtheonly thingdone
to thetruck sinceitsarrival wasan
oil change.

He said when that was done, it
wasnoticed that thereisalso aleak
intherear end of it.

Commissioners talked for less
than 30 minutesbeforeZimmerman
made a motion, seconded by Ken-

nedy, toreplacethetruck withanew
one.

One a unanimous vote, a 2005
Mac truck costing $67,250 will be
bought from Hays Mack. Accord-
ingto Schwarz, the$34,250 paidfor
the1998truck will beappliedtothe
cost, leaving abill of $33,000 due.

“That’sthechancesyoutakebuy-

ing somethingused,” Schamberger
said.

The new truck, again being pur-
chased sight-unseen, will have ¢
five-year warranty. It will need ¢
dliding hitch estimated at $200 in-
stalled, aswell asfenders, addingtc
its cost. It is uncertain when the
truck will be delivered.
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Unicel is

Talk when you really want to!

600 True

Nationwide Minutes

plus

Start your nights
and weekends early!

Begin calling at 6 p.m.
for Onlv $5 additional monthly access

and you’ll also get
* Unlimited incoming calls (a $5 monthly value)
* Car charger or case (a $19.95 valug)

Absolutely FREE!

Features apply within the local Unicel network.
Free accessory at participating locations.

Save on today’s
HOTTEST = &
PHONES! |28«

30,50 ||

Mail-in Rebates

u N ICEh THE WAY WIRELESS SHOULD BE.

UNICEL RETAIL STORE LOCATIONS: Colby: 1933 South Range, Suite 1 Great Bend: 1101 Main St. Hays: 4325 Vine Street

UNICEL AUTHORIZED AGENTS: Atwood: Decision Weather Brewster: Frontier Equity Exchange Colby: Kansas Country Store Goodland: Mobile Connections
Hays: Computer Pro (Randy Webster — sub traveling Agent) Lacrosse: Dean’s Auto Sales Ness City: Ness City Monument & Sign Co. Nerton: Computer Pro Oberlin: Fine Spirit Video
Phillipsburg: Computer Pro Quinter: A & T Metal Sharon Springs: Amber’s Hair Design Smith Center: Family Healthmart St. Francis: Steven’s KS Territorial Stockton: Primetime « Vic’s Variety Vault

Unicel is an authorized provider of Lifeline and Link-up services.

Unicel is a service of RCC Holdings, Inc. Offer is subject to terms of wireless service agreement, data services terms and conditions and calling plan details. Additional charges will be included for each line of service to help Unicel defray
its costs of complying with federal and state regulatory obligations, as follows: 3.568% KS USF charge, additional cost recovery fees of $2.18 and, if roaming charges are incurred, roaming taxes as passed on by our roaming partners and
a $2.00 roaming administration fee. These charges are not taxes or government-required charges. Credit check and security deposit may be required. $30 activation fee applies to each line. Offer is not available on additional lines. Night
& Weekend hours are from 9 pm through 6:59 am, Monday through Thursday, and from 9 pm Friday through 6:59 am Monday. Phone prices after rebates range from $9.99 to $179.99. Allow 8 to 10 weeks for rebate delivery. Rebate
expires 10/31/05. Phone screen image has been enhanced for clarity. Digital features and service are not available in all areas and may vary due to atmospheric, topographical and other conditions. Approved GSM phone required. Must be
at least 18 years old with positive ID. Customer must verify physical address within the local Unicel network to obtain service. Federal, state and local taxes and surcharges apply. Limited time offer; good while supplies last. Other
i 1 to provide service within its designated ETC service area upon reasonable request. Consumers should direct any complaints regarding service
issues to the Commission’s Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection by calling 1-800-662-0027.

* Unlimited nights and weekends
within the local Unicel network

 Nationwide long distance
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Nokia 6010, Motorola V220
and Motorola V505
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