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Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: F equal
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [F YOU THOUGHT
ACTRESS JANE WAS JUST INCREDIBLE, I GUESS
YOU WOULD BE REALLY FONDA HER.
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Friendsshareblamein car crash
Abigail

. Van Buren
e Dear Abby

DEARABBY:“LostinSanMa-
teo” asked how she should deal
with her longtime friend, “Hea-
ther.” The two of them had been
drinking, and Heather, who was
driving, got into a car accident.
Now Heather refusestodiscussthe
accident, and “Lost” asked you,
“Don’tyouthink I'mthevictim?’

Althoughyou counseled“ L ost”
well inhow to deal with her friend,
you failed to point out her ownre-
sponsibility in that accident. Al-
though Heather was at the whesl,
they were both responsiblefor not
arranging their outingtoincludea
designated driver. Therefore, they
should equally sharetheblamefor
what happened.

In my opinion, not starting out
the night with aclear plan of who
would remain sober wasamistake
made by both of them.

— OFTEN THE DESIG-

NATED DRIVER, WINTERS,

CALIF.

DEAR DESIGNATED DRI -
VER: That'strue. (Andit’'san
all-too-common mistake.) You
areoneof many reader swhofelt
that “Lost” had a hand in her
own fate. Read on:

DEARABBY: “Lost” refersto
herself asa“victim.” Sheisonly
thevictimof her ownstupidity! She
was drunk and got into acar with
another drunk, so she'sjust as
guilty asher friend. The other girl
feels guilty. That's the reason she
didn’t come to visit. Would you
want to look at your busted-up
friendwhileyouhad novisiblein-
juries? The anger that “Lost” is
feelingisonly becauseshegot hurt
and her friend didn’t.

— SEEN IT BEFORE,
YUKON, OKLA.

DEARABBY: “Lost” got into
the car. Shewas willing to let her
friend shoulder the responsibility

of driving, and now claimsshewas
too drunk to know how smashed
her friend was. Baloney! If that is
the case, she should allow her
friendtousethesameexcuse. What
wouldhavehappenedif “Lost” had
not been injured?

Would she have helped with the
fines, jail time, damaged car or
raised insurance rates? Her friend
probably doesfeel guilty, butthere
weretwo “victims’ here, and both
areequally to blame. Now “Lost”
iswilling to end a 20-year friend-
ship because she can't own up to
her own part in all of this? Some
friend!

— TIRED OF EXCUSES,
HELENA, MONT.

DEAR ABBY: Rather than be-
ingangry and resentful against her
friend,“LostinSanMateo” should
thank the Lord that she'sstill alive
andvow notto get herself intothat
situationagain. A responsibleadult
does not allow herself to become
incapacitated. Nooneforcedal co-
hol down her throat against her
will.

| am an ER nurse. We seethese
drunk party girlsal thetime, and
it's typical for everything to be
someoneel se'sfault. What they fail
torealizeisthat whenthey become
that impaired, they are prime tar-
getsnot only for car accidents, but
for carjackers, pursethieves, date
rapists, and worse.

Thosetwo got by easy thistime.
| hopethey regard it asawake-up
cal!

— SHERRILL IN SAN JOSE,
CALIF

DEARABBY: Bothgirlsshoulc
take ahard look in the mirror and
admittheir ownguilt. They areboth
lucky to bealive and that no inno-
cent peopleweremaimed or killed
because of their foolishness.

— RECOVERING IN MIN-
NESOTA

DEARABBY: | am a 14-year-
oldteenager wholikesto baby-sit.
I’'m a hard worker and keep the
children easily amused.

One of the familiesthat | baby-
sit for has a difficult child who is
rather bratty, but | can control him
very well.

Recently, when they paid me, |
noticed the amount was less than
what | usually get. Itisnot thefirst
timethishashappened, and | have
afedlingitwon’'t bethelast.

Howdol tell thisfamily they are
underpaying me? And should |
drop them?

— OVERWORKED AND
UNDERPAID

DEAR UNDERPAID: The
next time you are asked by the
family to baby-sit, remind the
parent that you charge so much
an an hour. Explain that you are
sayingthisbecauseyou werenot
paidthefull amountthelasttime,
and you will expect to have the
balance added to thisbill. If the
parentsare cooper ative— fine.
If not, you have every right to
drop them as customersand let
them amusetheir own* difficult,
bratty” child on a night when
they’'d rather be doing some-
thing else.

Bridge Family Circus = Bil Keane
South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
NORTH
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The bidding:
South West North  East gxssicner
1 v Pass 1 H» Pass www.familycircus.com
3% Pass 3¢ Pass :
“If somebody’s in the way,
SNI - Pass 6N | step on the horn.”
Opening lead — nine of diamonds. p .
ThePercentage Play Crossword
When all issaidand done, bridgeisessentially ACROSS 37 “Cheers” DOWN 22 Bit
agameof percentages. 1 Cushions wares , 1 Selec- part
You make abid because you think that inthe ~ 3 Engage 38 Reagan's  tion 23 Saharan
. . . in anthro- 2 King of 24 Bottom
long run that bid will work out best; you make a mockery poid comedy line
particular play becauseyouthinkitistheonemost 9 Flatfoot co-star 3 Ms. 25 Rage
likely to succeed. 12“—a 40 “Good- Moore 26 Spalding
) ; ; Song ness 4 Wonder Gray’s
ggr:;?]jzjycij;hét S'dmgle]; le. South Go Out of gracious!” or Nicks “Swim-

- y S deal, Tor examp e u My Heart” 41 Range of 5§ Occupa- ming
reaches six notrump, and West leadsadiamond. 13 It takes sight tions to —"
Declarer can count 10 sure tricks — two spades, the cake 43 Draw 6 Rd. 27 Utah
two hearts, four diamondsandtwoclubs— leav-  J3 ¥imie 47 In need of 7 Apiece team
. . R . oft repair 8 Keyboard 29 Adversary
ing him two tricks short of hismark. cheese 48 Averse to key 30 Bear

South can seetwo different sourcesfor theex- 17 wrestling posing 9 Lingerie hair
tratrickshe needs. surface 51 Miss ite_m 35 Dad_
Oneisclubs, where he hasafinesseavailable. 18 Cutlery Piggy's = 10Milky 37 Avoid
" ¢ 19 Banish 39 Get
If East has the queen, the lead of the jack from 24 T:gglgsed 52 grggrouﬂ 11 gir:wpras ariosrous
dummy, followed by asecond clubtothetenif the one part or 40 Mal de —
jack isnot covered, will dothejob very nicely. 22 S'V?S a 53 Faux 16 geegefd :; Cv LeV;'
Thealternativeliesinhearts,wheredeclarerap- 54 Psncant 54 LAX info o a stont
pearstoneeda3-3divisionof theopposinghearts 27 piscor- 55 Undoa 20 Took will
toland theslam. dance dele out of prevent
If thisisasfar as South goesin histhinking, he 28 aRec’:O"e 56 Logical ~ context? 43 g?g't
mightvery well choosetheclubfinesse, sincemost 54 Mouﬁd Solution time: 25 mins. aftormath
playershavelearned that asimplefinesseisa50 stat Sl £Tale] 44 Madon-
percent proposition, whilea3-3breakisnotnearly 32 “Zv'éatf viElR ALTE na’; “La
H ind o — Bonita”
aS_||Jr|§e|y (36|3el;cent). . lifi . f Fool —?” [CFETY SS-H 45 Goatee
is would be agross oversimplification of 33 Rawis or [atrTe S site
South’sactual chances, however, becauseit does Reed M[A[R Hluv| 46 Ik
not take into account another lie of theopposing 34 Office O tre| 49 Grass-
hearts that would be beneficial — namely, that part-imer o, A[]  hopper’s
R . 36 Letter AlB[C Glo rebuker
either opponent might have been dealt the Q-x or from NTETA sl 50 Curly’s
J-x of hearts. London Yesterday’s answer 10-20 cohort

Inthat case, theplay of theK-A woulddropone
of themissing honors, allowing declarer to estab-
lish four heart tricks by conceding the ten to the
missing honor.

Thispossihility, when added to the chance of a
3-3 break, would give South atotal chance of 61
percent to make the slam — significantly better
than that offered by the club finesse. (If an honor
does not fall when the top hearts are cashed,
declarer’s best percentage chance would be to
continuewith athird round of hearts.)

In the actual deal, the recommended approach
solvesdeclarer’sproblemvery quickly, whilethe
contractwouldhavevirtually noplay after theclub
finesseloses.

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.

(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

1 2

3

10 |11




