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Kansas State veterinarians help
dog owners diagnose coughing

Dogsmay coughasthey dragyou
down the street with their leash,
whenthey becomeexcitedandeven
when they’ re sleeping.

“Dogs cough occasionally, just
like humans, but persistent or fre-
quent coughingisn’t normal,” said
Susan Nel son, assistant professor at
the Veterinary Medical Teaching
Hospital at KansasStateUniversity.

“Coughs are symptoms telling

mild or severeand causeagagging
or vomiting reflex at the end of a
coughing fit.

They can be productive by dis-
lodging mucus or nonproductive
when nothing isdislodged.

“Dogs contract coughs from in-
fections, including fungi, airborne
viruses and bacteria and certain
parasites, such as heartworms,
parasite migration through the

Coughsalso can be seasonal, es-
pecially if the cough is aresult of
alergies, Nelson said.

Infectious agents, viruses and
bacteriumtendto occur moreinthe
fall and winter months, but not al-
ways, Fortney said.

“I1f the cough is caused by infec-
tions, some dogs get over them on
their own when their immunity
kicksin,” Fortney said.
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If you dodecideto get thework
done, ask for awritten estimate
which shouldidentify thecondition
toberepaired, thepartsneeded and
the anticipated labor charge.
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tact youfor approval beforethey do
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If you run into a dispute regard- If you're a State of Kansas employee, you now have the option
ing billing, quality of repairs or to receive all kinds of wellness perks with Coventry Health 155 W. 5th - 785-462-3963
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treciment can reduce deaths from You’ll also gain 24-hour access to our nurse helpline, enjoy o

brecst ond cervical cancer. savings on vitamins and supplements, and receive a free

magazine filled with tips on keeping fit! Exercise your right
to wellness. Call us at 1.800.969.3343 or visit chckansas.com.
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We have local technical support.
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