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Regulations change
for bankruptcy

For some people— maybe most — bankruptcy isalast resort. It
istheonly optionwhenburied under amountain of debt, likely caused
by bad luck or extraordinarily hard times. For them, bankruptcy is
shameful.

For others, itisagreat deal. They bear no shame. They wouldfile
and leave creditors on the hook in a heartbeat. They maybe even
would pile up debt intentionally, knowing they could walk away in
bankruptcy. Some peoplefilerepeatedly throughlife; for them,itis
part of life.

New bankruptcy regulationsweretailored for the latter. We can
only hopethey do not doom theformer. ...

Thenew law isthemost sweeping reform of theU.S. Bankruptcy
Codein decades, setting new limits on personal bankruptcy filing.
It requires peopleto get professional credit counseling before they
arealowedtofile.

It prohibits most filers with above-average income from filing
Chapter 7 petitions that allow debts to be erased. Instead, people
deemed to have at |least $100 amonth left over after paying certain
debtsand expenseswill haveto submit afive-year repayment plan
under morerestrictive Chapter 13guidelines. Thelaw al so setssome
restrictions on businesses.

All of that soundsreasonable. And giventhehorror storieswehear
about peoplewho abusebankruptcy protection, leaving creditorson
the hook, it islong overdue.

In that context, all the lament about the new regulations sounds
likeill-conceived whining.

But thefear isfor peoplewho may befinancially responsiblebut
get hit with unexpected debts for health problems or alayoff, for
example.

So, isthe new law good or bad? Timewill tell.

But the main problem potentially isthat it was structured around
the concept that debtors are the whole problem when in fact credi-
torssharetheblame. ...

Pre-approved credit card offersflow throughthemail likeso many
germs during cold and flu season. Credit comes easy, and with the
new bankruptcy rulescreditorshaveno reasonto tighten their poli-
cies.

It all assumesthat everyoneisby nature financially responsible
and, evenif so, will not giveintotemptationwheninafinancial bind.

I n determining whether to allow Chapter 7 or Chapter 13, bank-
ruptcy judges should be able to take into account not only the be-
havior of debtors but of creditors. When credit is given recklessly,
judges should be able to determine whether such creditors deserve
full payment.

The problem with this so-called reform isthat it was a one-way
street. Debtor di sci plineshoul d bebalanced with creditor discipline.

Itisnot toolate for Congressto put some balanceinto this equa-
tion.
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New items sold for pampered pooches

| thought I'd seen it al for the pampered
pooch until anovelty catalog cameinthemail
the other day.

Yep, right thereinthemiddleof thebook was
asectionof itemsfor thelittlecritters. Get this,
apet stroller and adog house with patio.

Now I’m the first to admit my dear, sweet
little Katie is one of the most spoiled four-
leggerson Planet Earth, but thosearetwoitems
shewon'’t be getting for Christmas.

For $29.95, the pet stroller comes compl ete
with amesh cover to keep your pet safely ven-
tilated. It also hasazipper closureto offer easy
“in” and “out” access. The steel frame looks
like it's been adapted from a human baby
stroller and it collapsesfor easy storage.

Thepetstroller carriesdogsand catsupto 25
pounds, and anyonehaving acat whichweighs
25 pounds should maybe consider adiet for
Fluffy beforethestroller.

Anyway, Katiewill haveto continuetowalk,
rather pull Hubby and me, at theend of her leash
because shewon't be getting astroller.

Shea sowon’tbegettinga$34.95housewith
apatio. It's bad enough she's taken over the
lounger ontheback porch, but shecan sun her-
self fromtheporchlanding rather than atower.

It is cute how the catalog people displayed
the house, completewith aput in the doorway
and afire hydrant atop the house/patio.

Measuring 26-inches by 25-inches by 22-
inches, the patio is 20-inches by 17-inches. It
has atiny ladder leading up to the roof, and a
lattice railing all the way around it so Pooch
doesn’'tfall of ... whilesnoozing that is.

Anyway, while both the stroller and dog
housewith patio aretwo of those“ why didn’t|

M Jan Katz
= ‘ Ackerman
« From Where
| stand

think of that” items... like| said, they aren’t
going to be under Katie's Christmastreethis
year.

Speaking of Katie, she cracked me up the
other day and I’m sureyou’ || get agiggle out
of thisonetoo.

Hubby and | have laminate flooring
throughout our houseand K atielikesto make
mad dashes from one end to the other as part
of her exerciseroutine.

WEell, last week ononeof her fly-bys, sheran
smack dab into awooden kitchen chair. After
beingtossedtoandfrothroughthekitchenlike
amopontheend of astick, K atielanded spread
eagleonthefloor with her right paw under the
back railing of thechair. Shelay therestunned
momentarily, then picker herself up and
whelped off limping to her bed for a much
needed rest.

Concerned shemight have broken her paw,
I convinced her to come to me and we sat in
my easy chair and checked out thesituation. |
applied anicebag and after about 30-minutes
of tender-loving-care, Katie decided it was
timeto go outside.

Shelimpedthroughtheremainder of Satur-

day, and Sunday morning as Hubby and |
were getting ready toleavefor church Katie
decided she needed some more attention.

Asusual, Katiefollowed metothekitchen
to retrieve her morning “1 haveto go out on
my chain” snack, and low and behold if she
didn’t try to get not only a snack but some
sympathy aswell.

| opened the snack container and when |
turned around to give K atie her snack, there
shesat, limp paw hanging outinfront of her.

Shelooked pathetic! Not because she had
thelimp paw held up about six inches off the
floor, but because she rai sed the wrong paw
—theleft one.

“Katie, that’ sthewrong paw,” | said asshe
literally shifted her weight and put down the
left foot and raised theright one.

It truly was a Kodak moment!
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Aren’t youloving theweather change and
the cooler temperatures? | suream. | can al-
waysadd asweater or coat, but whenit'shot,
well, wewon't go there. And how about the
recent rains? |’ m hoping you are asthankful
for them as | am, and please don’t forget to
thank the good L ord for the moisture.

Speaking of changes, | can’t believeit’s
timeto set the clocksback againinjust over
aweek. | surewish one of the state's * Pow-
ers-that-Be’ would pass a bill to leave the
clocks alone like some of the states do. It
would suit mejust fine to have onetime all
year round, but sincel’ m not the one calling
theshots(sometimesthat’ sagreat benefit) 1’11
sit down and be quiet. Anyway, have agreat
weekend. Chat with you next week!

Phone call was a surprise wake up call

| gotaphonecall theother day fromafriend.
Hecalledmeat 6a.m. and, asl amnotanearly
riser by nature, | wasnot yet awake.

Infact, | thought the phone was my alarm
clock (it wasabout that time) and rolled over
to grab another 15 minutes of sleep beforeit
went off again.

Then the phone beeped to let me know
someonehad | eft amessageand aphonemes-
sageat 6 a.m. just can’'t be good news.

Asitturnsout, hehad hit adeer. Hewasall
right, but hiscar wasnot. So, off | wenttothe
police station to help get his car to the body
shop and give him arideto hishouse.

Therest of the day waskind of ablur after
that. | don’tknow why, butlosingjust 15min-
utes of sleep put mein amental fog | just
couldn’t shake.

Asl sat ontheporchthat evening, contem-
plating my column (mainly tryingtocomeup
with something to write about besides war,
scandal and general inanity) it cameto me. |
needed to write about the beautiful evening.

Notinthesenseof adescription, per se, but
inthe sense of enjoying thelifearound us. It
waswarm, the sun was beautiful asit set be-
neath thetreesto my west and the coffeewas
delicious.

Someone has said there are two kinds of
thingsinlife, theimportant and the urgent. |
would say that alittledifferently.
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There are alot of important thingsinlife,
but some of them are urgent.

Itisn’'t that we shouldn’t care about what
goesonaroundus. Who getsappointedtothe
Supreme Court isimportant. Soisthewar in
Irag.

So arethedirection our country istaking;
our national debt; who isrunning for gover-
nor and a host of other things, but we're not
going to solve any of them overnight.

Ontheother hand, youwill only beableto
spend this evening with your kids watching
thesunset tonight. After that, theopportunity
isgoneandwho’stosay therewill beanother.
That isurgency.

Solomon* thewisest manwho ever lived”
decried the vanity of man in alittle book
called Ecclesiastes. Hesaid gatheringriches,
building kingdomsand acquiring thingswere
all uselessendeavors.

Oneof my favoritequotesfrom school was
“Of making many booksthereisno end, and
much study wearies the body.” Some of my

teachers, however, apparently didn’t apply i
inthe sameway.

Right after that little phrase, wefind theul-
timatewisdom, “ Fear God and keep hiscom-
mandments.”

That'sthething that isreally important. |1
we follow that directive, everything else
seemstofall inplace.

Oh, there are still bumpsin the road, bu
they don’t seem as bad. Of course, fear Goc
andkeep hiscommandmentsimpliesacouple
of things.

First, we haveto fear God. That meanswe
take him at hisword and allow himto speak
Thosewho claimwecannot speak where Goc
speaksaresimply ignorant of God’ swordanc
his power.

Second, if we are to keep his command-
ments we must take al of them “in their en:
tirety” seriously. We cannot pick and choose
what we will and won't do and claim to be
faithful.

Yes, therewill still be evil in theworld sc
long asthereisfreewill, but we' Il know whc
isrealyinchargeandwe'll know what isre:
aly important.

It's called walking by faith and it beats
walking by sight hands down.

Jay Kelley is a local minister and writer
who speakshismind fromtimetotime. Hise:
mail isjkelley@st-tel .net.
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