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Hunting
course
planned

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

Kansanswantingachancetobag
their limits won’t have a chance
unless they pass the hunter educa-
tion course offered by the Kansas
Department of Wildlifeand Parks.

For thosein ThomasCounty and
surrounding areas, the next set of
classesbegins Tuesday, Nov. 1 and
Thursday, Nov. 3from 6:30t09:30
p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 5, from
8:30a.m.t012:30p.m., said Benny
Young, one of the coordinators.

All indoor classesare planned at
the Colby Community Building,
285 E. 5th.

Outdoor range courseswill also
beheld on Saturday, Nov. 5, from2
to 4 p.m., weather permitting.

“Thiswill bethelast classoffered
in Colby thisyear,” Young said.

Anyone born on or after July 1,
1957 must take and pass a hunter
education course before they can
hunt in Kansas, he said.

One exception involves youth
under 16 years of age, who may
hunt under thedirect supervision of
an adult 18 yearsold or older.

However, students must be 11
years of age by Nov. 5, he said, in
order to receive acertificate.

Assistingtomakethehunter edu-
cation course possible include
Colby volunteerinstructorsandthe
Colby Recreation Department.

“All student must pre-enroll at
ThePiratesDen, 1115 S. Franklin,
Colby, and if there are not enough
students pre-enrolling for the
course, theclasswill becanceled,”
hesaid.

Thusfar, Youngsaidthat thereare
plenty of openings|eft.

To register or for general infor-
mation, call (785) 460-6631, (785)
462-7602, or (785) 462-3367.

Colby High School studentAllison Leavittworked on her projectduring art class today atthe school.
Leavittand other studentsinthe class spendtime each week expressing their creativity and learning

more about art.
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Consolidation
no longer a ‘go’

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

A federal planto consolidate 29
Farm Service Agency offices has
cometo ascreeching halt.

AccordingtoDarinSlack, Logan
County Farm Service Executive
Director, the FSA Tomorrow plan
hasbeenput onhold*“indefinitely.”

“The FSA Tomorrow plan has
been halted and we are being told
it'sindefinite,” Slack saidWednes-
day afternoon. “Maybe there are
some offices out there where the
plan would make sense, but for not
it'sonhold.”

Slack said State ExecutiveDirec-
tor Bill Fuller, Manhattan, notified
him the plan of downsizing the
state’'s103farm serviceofficestoa
total of 74 is being reconsidered
fromthefederal level.

“1 havereceived very limitedin-
formation and now reading news
storiescoming out at thistimecon-
cerning FSA Tomorrow,” Fuller
said in an email to Slack and other
executive directors about noon on
Wednesday.

“Reports indicate Undersec-
retary J.B. Penn has sent aletter to
Senate Agriculture Committee
Chairman Saxby Chambliss that
due to opposition, United States
Department of Agricultureis pre-
pared to set aside the FSA Tomor-
row approach and timetable.”

Officesin northwest Kansas be-
ing consideredfor consolidationin
the now defunct FSA Tomorrow
planarelocatedin Thomas, L ogan,
Wallace, and Trego counties. Of-
ficesin Phillips, Republic, Rooks,
Cloud, Ellsworth, Trego and Ot-
tawa counties are also potentially
on the chopping block.

From the plan’s announcement
earlier this month, Slack has been
concerned about theeffect modern-
ization will have on farmers and

ranchers.

His concern stems from the fact
fuel costsover $2.50, and recently
being over $3, would put ahardship
on small farmers and ranchers uti-
lizing agency offices.

“If customershavetodrive48to
80 mileson $3 per gallon gasthey
may feel it’s not worth participat-
ing,” Slack said earlier.“ Small pro-
ducerswhoreceivel essthan$1,000
in benefits might believe it's not
work their time and effort.”

Now that theNov. 15 deadlineset
aside, stateandfederal farmservice
agency peoplewill have an oppor-
tunity to talk about options.

Three key areas being used to
decide which office would have
closedandwhichwoul dn’twerethe
number of farmers services, the
number of programsan officeman-
agesand the amount of money dis-
tributed to producers out of an of-
fice.

According to Fuller, Thomas
County was being looked at be-
cause it’s 21.6 miles to Logan
County. Logan County was being
reviewed because it’s distance to
the nearest county and because its
workloadislower thananumber of
other counties.

According to information listed
onthefederal website, FSA Tomor-
row hadfour key componentsasits
foundation. Those wereto restruc-
tureheadquarter staffinglevel sanc
functions, including the St. Louis
and Kansas City centers; restruc-
turecounty offices; reorganizestate
offices; and modernize agency in-
formation technology resources
and business processes.

A conference call which took
place at Wednesday afternoon was
thefirst of many inwhich Slack will
participate to learn the direction
federal people will take with the
plan.

Commissioners continue discussion on polling locations

By Tisha Cox

per saidthecounty will haveto submit their

Colby Free Press

Consolidating voting locations in Tho-
mas County was discussed at Tuesday’'s
commissioners meeting, and the group
found out thecounty will begetting money

to purchase voting machines.

Assistant deputy county clerk BarbHop-

needsto the state by Monday, Oct. 31, and
$44,000 in state and federal money has
been allocated to Thomas County for the
purchase of up to seven voting machines.
And, shesaid, twotothree of those have
tobeAmerican DisabilitiesAct compliant.
Hopper said the money should be avail-

ableby mid-November or the beginning of
December. They have already received
proposal sfromvoting machinecompanies
that have been approved by the state.
County Clerk Shelly Harmsisstill seri-
ously looking at consolidating polling
placesin the county to one centralized lo-
cation, probably the Colby Community

Aw shucks!

Raelene Keller.
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Lester Lohman, Potter, watched an ear of corn fly into a wagon during Saturday’s Kansas State
Corn Husking competition in Oakley. Lohman, along with Robert Held, Wichita, and Charles
Wagner, Atchison, competed together during the team class of the contest. Timing for the three-
man team was Mark Watkins, and cleaning for them was Jody Kruse, both of Oakley. Thirty-
eight cornhuskers from Kansas and Nebraska shucked cornin a field just west of Oakley’s year-
old Buffalo Bill statue. Land for the statue, as well as the contest, were furnished by Gary and

Building, Hopper said.

Chairman Ron Evanssaid hewouldlike
Harms to give them a presentation on
what’s going on with the voting situation
beforethe end of the month.

He also said he hopes the government
comes up with the promised money.

“The state and federal government bet-

ter comethrough onthis,” Evanssaid.

Theideaof consolidation first came up
during preliminary county budget discus-
sionsin August. Harms said two months
ago the disabilities act compliant equip-
ment is a state requirement and getting
equipment for all of thevotinglocationsin
the county would be expensive.

Pro-evolution leader seeking
seat on state’s education board

TOPEKA (AP) — A pro-evolu-
tionleader will runnextyear for the
StateBoard of Education, hopingto
unseat a conservative who favors
proposed science standards criti-
cized as promoting creationism.

Harry McDonald, aretired biol-
ogy teacher, announced Wednesday
hewill challengeJohnBaconinthe
Aug. 1 Republicanprimary, making
himthesecond conservativetoface
GOP opposition. Both are from
Olathe.

McDonald hasbecomevisibleas
president of Kansas Citizens for
Science, whichwantspublicschool
sciencestandardsto continuetreat-
ingthetheory of evolutionaslong-
established science, crucial for stu-
dentstolearn.

The board’s 6-4 conservative
majority wants to rewrite the sci-
encestandardstoincludelanguage
sought by intelligent design advo-
catesreflecting skepticism of evo-
lutionary theory. While the stan-
dards don’t mandate how courses

aretaught, they determinewhat’son
statewi detestsmeasuring how well
studentslearn science.

State law requires the board to
updateall academic standardsregu-
larly, and the board expectsto vote
later thisyear on new science stan-
dards.

However, McDonald said Wed-
nesday that evolution won't bethe
only issuein hisrace. Hesaid he's
notified other Kansas Citizens for
Scienceleadersthat he'sgiving up
the group’s presidency.

“The evolution debate is just a
symptom of what’swrongwiththe
State Board of Education,” Mc-
Donald said during an interview.
“My campaign isgoing to revolve
around larger issues.”

McDonald plans to kick off his
campaignat 9a.m. Tuesday outside
the Johnson County €l ection com-
missioner’s officein Olathe. Heis
a57-year-old who retired last year
after 32 years teaching science,
most of them at Blue Valley High

School. Because of thedebate over
thesciencestandards, evolutional-
ready waslikely tobeakey issuein
board races next year.

Board conservatives contenc
they’re trying to give students ¢
balancedview of evolution, not pro-
moteintelligent design, which says
some natural features are best ex-
plained by anintelligent cause.

Opponents argue intelligent de-
sign is repackaged creationism,
whichtheU.S. Supreme Court has
banned from classrooms.

Bacon hasn’t said whether he'll
seek another term representing the
3rdDistrict, whichincludesmost of
Johnson County, Linn and Miami
countiesand partsof Anderson anc
Franklin counties. An accountant,
he was elected in 1998 and re-
elected in 2002.

Baconwasn’t avail ablefor com-
ment Wednesday. Therewasno an-
swer at hishome, and hedidn’t re-
turn an e-mail message or a phone
message left at hisoffice.

Kansas soldier dies in Irag at age 22

TONGANOXIE (AP) — The
wife of a Kansas soldier killed in
Iraqon his22nd birthday wasglad
shewasableto wave goodbye and
blow kissesto her husband just last
week on aWeb camera.

Army Spc. LucasA. Frantz was
killed Tuesday duringamissionin
Mosul, Iraqg, the Pentagon an-
nounced Wednesday.

“Itwasfateweweremeant tosee
each other onelast time,” hiswife,
Kelly Frantz, told KansasCity tele-
vision station WDAF.

“I"'mhappy | gottotell himllove
him and he said heloved me.”

Frantz, of Tonganoxie, had left
for Irag two months ago.

Hewasassignedtothe 1st Battal-
ion, 17thInfantry Regiment, 172nd

Stryker Brigade Combat Team, Fort
Wainwright, Alaska.

Kelly, still wearing her husband' s
wedding ring around her neck, said
the military told her a sniper shot
himinthe head.

“I’ve worn it by my heart the
wholetime hewas gone,” shetold
the television station on Wednes-

day.
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