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BrieflyWeather
Corner

The forecast
Tonight — Mostly clear with

a low around 38. East wind
around 9 mph becoming south.
Thursday — Mostly sunny
with a high around 65. South
wind between 7 and 15 mph.
Thursday night — Mostly
clear with a low near 41. South
wind between 9 and 11 mph.
Friday — Partly cloudy with a
high around 68. South wind be-
tween 11 and 18 mph, with gusts
as high as 30 mph. Friday night
— Partly cloudy with a low
around 43. Saturday — Partly
cloudy with a high around 71.
Saturday night — A chance of
showers and thunderstorms af-
ter 1 a.m. Partly cloudy with a
low around 40. Sunday — A
chance of showers and thunder-
storms in the morning. Partly
cloudy with a high near 61.

Temperatures
Tuesday’s high, 68
Low this morning, 26
Records for this date, 92 in

1922, 18 in 1898
Precipitation past 24 hours to

8 a.m. today, 0.00
October’s precipitation, 2.35
A recorded forecast updated

throughout the day is available
by calling (785) 899-7119. Cur-
rent temperatures are available
by calling 460-TEMP.

After 5 Club plans November event
Honoring Our Grandmothers, is the November theme for

the High Plains After 5 Club event. The dinner/program
begin at 7 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 14, at The Colonial
Steakhouse in Oakley with the featured speaker, Cynthia
Leibrock, whose mission is to improve the lives of older and
disabled people through interior design, a spokesperson for
the After 5 Club said. The dinner and presentation will con-
clude by 8:30 p.m. All reservations and cancellations for the
dinner event must be made by Sunday, Nov. 12, club offi-
cials said.  To make a reservation, general information about
the After 5 Club or nursery services, call Gloria Mattix, (785)
460-2705.

Bingo party planned in Rexford
The Rexford Royal Neighbors are planning a bingo party

at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, at the Rexford Community Build-
ing. The cost is free-will donation with proceeds going to
the Rexford Museum. For questions, call Gene Hawkins,
(785) 687-4451.

New college course announced
Colby College will be offering, Introduction to Forensic

Archeology, which will be new for the spring semester, said

Linda Davis-Stephens, instructor. The class will meet on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2 to 3:20 p.m. beginning in
January 2006. More information will follow in future edi-
tions. For questions, call Stephens at (785) 462-3984, ext.
334.

Fall festival Sunday
Heartland Christian School will hold their annual Fall

Festival on Sunday. Included in the festival is a soup luncheon
starting at 11 a.m.: Adults $4,  Children $2. Carnival games
will run from 12:30 p.m.-3 p.m.

New EMS director plans talk
A program on automatic external defibrillator equipment,

sponsored by the Gem Lions Club, is planned for 8 p.m.
Wednesday at the Gem Community Building. Ken Gatlin,
director of the Thomas County Emergency Medical Services,
will be the speaker. The public is invited to come learn what
the equipment is and how to use it.

Jazz band to perform Sunday
Queen City Jazz Band will be performing at the Cheyenne

Theatre in St. Francis, Sunday, at 3 p.m. (2 p.m. MST), spon-
sored by Western Plains Arts Association. The band plays

authentic New Orleans-style traditional jazz from the 1920s
and 30s. With a spirit of fun and exuberance, they recreate
the memorable Dixieland sounds, said association officials.
Admission is by association season pass or at the door: adults,
$10, and children, $5. This show is presented in part by the
Kansas Arts Commission and the National Endowment of the
Arts.

Lions plan pancake feed in Winona
The Lions Club is planning a pancake feed from 6 to 10

a.m., Saturday, Nov. 12, at the Winona Methodist Church.
The event will include all-you-can-eat pancakes, sausage and
eggs, and coffee and juice. In addition, a special prize of a
guided hunting trip will be given away. For questions, call
Winona Feed and Grain, (800) 203-8158 or Winona Lum-
ber and Supply, (785) 846-7893.

Hoedown planned Friday
A “Harvest Hoedown”  featuring lots of bluegrass and

western entertainment is planned Friday from 6:30 to 10:30
p.m. at City Limits Convention Center. For questions, call
the Colby Convention and Visitors Bureau, (785) 460-7643
or toll-free, (800) 611-8835. All proceeds from the admis-
sion charge will go toward funding next summer’s Pickin’
On the Plains Bluegrass Festival.

If you’re heading to Vegas, and you’ve 

decided to fly out of Kansas City instead 

of Wichita because you think you can save 

yourself a lot of money for the Craps tables, 

or the Blackjack tables, or even the Pai Gow 

Poker tables, then you need to sit right there 

while we perform a little “Airport Math.”

So you’ve booked your ticket and have 

saved $60. Good for you. Unfortunately, you 

need to put gas in the car. That was $40. So 

now, you’ve only saved $20. And, you need 

to fi gure that the turnpike is going to cost 

you about $6. Oops. Down to $14. And since 

three hours is a pretty long time to be in the 

car, you’re probably going to want a bottle 

of water or a can of pop (or two or three, 

depending upon the power of your thirst). 

A low estimate for this is $5. Now, you’re 

down to a savings of $9. Congratulations, 

you just drove three long, tedious hours 

from Wichita to K.C. to save yourself $9. 

Which you are sure to lose just about the 

second you set foot in Vegas. And, oh yeah, 

don’t forget you have to spend the same 

amount of money to get home. Ouch.

So fl y Wichita instead. We have more than 

100 arriving and departing flights each 

day. We have 12 nonstop destinations to 

great places like Las Vegas. And, we have 

comparable prices to any large metro 

airport. So, if you’re planning a trip soon, 

we urge you to visit the Mid-Continent 

Airport Web site: www.flywichita.com. 

There, you can learn more about what 

flights are available, where they go and 

what they cost.

Flywichita.com

STEVIE VEGAS LETS 
IT ALL RIDE ON 22 BLACK. 

FLY MID-CONTINENT IF 
YOU DON’T WANT TO LOSE 

YOUR SHIRT IN VEGAS BEFORE 
YOU EVEN GET THERE.

OR

1st Annual

T-92

Dodgeball Tournament
Saturday, October 29

1 p.m. @ the CCC Gymnasium
Prizes for the top three teams!

Registration forms are located outside of the T-92
Studios in Ferguson Hall or at the Campus Bookstore

in the Colby Community College Student Union.

SPONSORED BY: COLBY BOWL & FUN CENTER
PIZZA HUT   •   U.S. ARMY

NOW OPEN
until

8 p.m. on
Thursdays!

NEW ITEMS IN!

Come by and see our
NEW TRAIN DISPLAY!

640 N. Franklin, 460-7278

PLACE
RETAILER
INFO
HERE      

 
 
 

FREE OVER 200 CHANNELS 

FREE DVR EQUIPMENT UPGRADE 

FREE STANDARD
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION
TOP-RANKED IN CUSTOMER SATISFACTION BY ACSI

FIRST MONTH

TWENTY-FIVE FREE MOVIE
CHANNELS. CAN YOU
HANDLE IT?

2 of 25 movie channels require HD monitor and receiver. Credit for first month of free programming applied to first DISH Network bill. Free programming requires participation in Digital Home
Advantage offer. After free period, customer must call to downgrade to other qualifying programming or then-current price for selected programming package will apply. Monthly $4.98 DISH
Network DVR Service fee applies for each DISH Player-DVR. 
 
Digital Home Advantage: Pay $49.99 Activation Fee. Requires Social Security Number, valid major credit card, credit approval and qualifying programming purchase. Equipment must be
returned to DISH Network upon termination of qualifying service. Limit 4 tuners per account. Monthly package price includes $5.00 equipment rental fee for first receiver. $5.00/mo. equipment
rental fee applies for each additional receiver. A $4.99/mo. additional outlet programming access fee applies for each dual-tuner receiver; fee will be waived monthly for each such receiver
continuously connected to Customer’s phone line. 
Offer ends 1/31/06 and is available in the continental United States for new, first-time DISH Network residential customers. All prices, packages and programming subject to change without notice. Local and state
sales taxes may apply. Where applicable, equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. All DISH Network programming, and any other services that are provided, are subject to the terms and conditions
of the promotional agreement and Residential Customer Agreement, available at www.dishnetwork.com or upon request. Local Channels packages by satellite are only available to customers who reside in the specified
local Designated Market Area (DMA). Local channels may require an additional dish antenna or a SuperDISH antenna from DISH Network, installed free of any charges with subscription to local channels at time of initial
installation. Social Security Numbers are used to obtain credit scores and will not be released to third parties except for verification and collection purposes only or if required by governmental authorities. All service
marks and trademarks belong to their respective owners. 

Decision Weather
Atwood, Kansas

1-866-SKY-EYES

Sunny, clear
high near 65

Doctors
talk about
helping
really wanted to go to communities
that needed their help.

After their first visit, all they
talked about was what they could do
for Hoxie, Oakley and Colby.
“They identified the needs and put
that first and that’s what drew them
to the opportunity,”  Focke said.

Joe Stratton, administrator in
Hoxie, is excited about this new
concept for attracting doctors.

“ I equate this out-of-the-box
thinking and sharing of resources as
equal to school consolidation,”
Stratton said.

“You consolidate so you can keep
your school, and you can call any-
one in my position, and we are deal-
ing with the same thing.”

Stratton said regardless of where
Dr. John France lives he’ ll be in
Hoxie one-half of the time.

Sheridan County Health Com-
plex on a full-time basis rents an
apartment at Sheridan Estates and
it is used by visiting doctors and
nurse practitioners who are on call.

Dr. John France will occupy the
apartment two weeks each month.

He will share his on-call time
with Dr. Bruce Kellogg, Colby, and
nurse practitioners Kaylee Watkins,
Hoxie, and Jenny Niblock, Colby,
as well as visiting doctors employed
by Olathe-based Docs Who Care.

Stratton said for some time now
the Hoxie facility has provided spe-
cialty clinics and having Drs.
Ratchnee and John France on board
will be yet another asset.

“The doctors both have decades
of experience with the United States
Army and we are getting a podiatrist
to live in the area and a doctor who
will be strong for this area,”  he said.

From “NEW DOCS,” page 1

From “ELEVATOR,” page 1

On Monday, Commissioners
Ron Schamberger, Keith Kennedy
and David Zimmerman were asked
about their intent in addressing the
need for an elevator.

“ It’s too expensive,”  Kennedy
immediately snapped.

“He said it was his understanding
installing an elevator in the court-
house would cost close to $1 million
dollars.

“ It’ s an ongoing problem,”
Schamberger said about not com-
plying with the Disabilities Act for
the past 13 years.

The commissioners were asked
what they are doing to assure tax-
payers won’t bear the responsibil-
ity should someone sue the county
for non-compliance of the Act.

According to County Clerk Paula
Bielser, Sheridan County maintains
$1 million in liability insurance per
incident in the event taxpayers are
sued.

“ Like Keith said, we have a
phone system down here in the bot-
tom,”  Schamberger said of a phone
on the ground floor for patrons to
call upstairs for assistance.

All three commissioners said
they don’t know where the public
stands on the issue of installing an
elevator.

The possibility of talking a poll of
residents and taxpayers is being
considered and the topic of eleva-
tor installation is expected to be on
future agendas.

Bergman on Monday said he has
completely recovered from the fall.

Elevator
costly
for county

JAN KATZ ACKERMAN/Colby Free Press

Sheridan County Appraiser David Stithem walked down the marble
stairs in Sheridan County’s three-story courthouse that does not
have an elevator.

For more information on
donating blood, please call 1-

Phone not enough
By JAN KATZ ACKERMAN

Colby Free Press
Installation of an elevator in

Sheridan County’s court house is
supported by an area judge and ad-
vocates for those who are disabled.

District Judge Glenn Schiffner
has on at least one occasion had to
conduct a court proceeding on the
first floor of the courtroom when
someone could not navigate the
stairs.

Schiffner would like to see an el-
evator installed in the courthouse.

“ I do believe not having an eleva-
tor denies access to justice to the
public, particularly to the disabled
and elderly,”  Schiffner said on
Tuesday. “ I’m concerned if we had
a jury trial what we’d do.”

The judge believes the quality of
court proceedings are diminished
when conducted outside of the
courtroom.

“ To use a facility without the
courtroom is not fair to the litigants.
There’s something about a court-
room that demands a certain re-
spect. To use a room with a flat floor
with the jury sitting on folding
chairs just doesn’ t’ demand the
same respect a courtroom does,”
Schiffner said.

Brian Atwell, director of Living
Independently in Northwest Kan-
sas, Hays, said numerous agencies
over the years have tried to work
with Sheridan County officials re-
garding elevator installation.

“ I don’ t know why it hasn’t come
down to being done,”  Atwell said.

Atwell said in the instance of
John Bergman, a title researcher
from Colorado who was injured
when he fell down the courthouse
stairs in September, a phone system
for access to the second and third
floor isn’ t enough compliance with
the Americans with Disabilities
Act.

“You have to provide service and
a telephone is makeshift. In the in-
stance of doing research, well that
has to be done in first person,”
Atwell said.

Ray Petty, Kansas coordinator
for the Great Plains Americans with
Disabilities Act and Information
Technology Center, Lawrence,
agreed.

“ It certainly does not suffice to
say, ‘We can not afford it,’”  Petty
said. “County courthouses are the
chronic example of old architecture
in Title II compliance with ADA.”

Petty’s job, which is federally
funded and office based at the Uni-
versity of Missouri at Columbia,
consists of educating people about
available training and technical as-
sistance for Iowa, Nebraska, Kan-
sas and Missouri.

He said while sometimes there
are “certain ways to get around put-
ting in an elevator,”  putting a phone
on the ground floor is not ad-
equately providing the public ac-
cess to the courthouse.


