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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

WE KNOW THAT THE EARTH
REVOLVES ARCUND THE
SUN. ANCIENT SAILORS
KNEW THE DIRECTIONS
ERST AND WEST BECAUSE...),

BECAUSE THE SUN

RISES IN THE EAST

AND S£TS IN THE
WesT!
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SORRY. IT JUST
POESN'T WORK

www.garfield.com

oM DANVES 10-26
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Hagar the Horrible
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. BUT, MORE PRECISE NAVIGATION

§ WAS DONE USING THE STARS!

CAN YOU BE
MORE SPECIFIC?
AN

HAT
c%z"z?wﬁf?
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“THE BEST WAN TO LEA

AS MY SCIENCE PROF 6.2%
1S BY WORD ASSOCIATION.”

Blondie ® Chic Young

['VE GOT A WORLD SERIES
SPECIAL TODAY
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| [ SPAGHETT! AND FASTBALLS,
BISCUIT POP-UPS... AND A RELIEEF

[ CAN'T EAT

Se& SOMETHING 5D -
"\ THAT CUTE

www.Blondie.com

® Mort Walker

I'VE HAD IT YOU'LL HAVE
WITH YOU GUYS! TOGET ALONG
I'M THROUGH! WITHOUT ME/

WWW.MORTWALKER.COM

JUST BLOWING
OFF A LITTLE

3 / BUT NOW HOW ARE

P WHEE YOU GOING TO STOP
é/ , THE CELEBRATING?
i WERE
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THANKS, MOM.
YONRE ANESOME.
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Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry

Scott

THAT LOOK USUALLY COSTE
ME A DOZEN ROSES AND
HALF A BOTLE.CF WINE..
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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Cryptoquip
LE ESJ] ELZUJW ZRJQMH'P

XBBKMJ, 7 WZLR] PKRQ
XQ ESJ IXXL LIZIP
“UJQKMI, ZQHXQI?”

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A SWIMMER WERE
TO SHOPLIFT FROM A SUPERMARKET, I

SUPPOSE HE WOULD TAKE A DIP
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals O
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RALPH’S IN THERE?
WHAT ARE THEY

HE’S IN JEFF’S OFFICE) TALKING ABOUTZ

THE RETAIL INDUSTRY
RESPECTS M MOZE.

Are

WHAT |F SALLY
WERE TO GIVE
YOU A TWENTY2

B ALICE, YOUR
7| NEGOTIATION
SKILLS ARE
RIVALED ONLY BY
YOUR CHUTZPAH.

I'M AFRAID
I CANT
SAY. )
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RP HGF PGOOGQ N IGISANRO

QRAE N CRPPXZXMA

CZRMS, R JFEXWW HGF

TRJEA TENWX TNMENAANM,

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: AT THE TRAVEL
AGENCY'S OFFICE, A LARGE SIGN ON THE
DOOR READS “VENICE, ANYONE!”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; F equals U

Crossword

ACROSS 40 Stream- 4 Appetite 24 Squeezing

1 River lined spoilers slitherer
structures 43 List 5 Confront- 250n the

5 “King 47 Boos ed other
Kong” 49 Recording 6 Winglike hand
actress 50 Dermatol- 7 Never- 26 Lettuce
Wray ogy theless variety

8 Sound of subject 8 — l'oeil 27 Sinbad’s
dull 51 Make (artistic flyer
impact 41-Down illusion) 28 Yale

12 Persia, 52Send forth 9 Head student
now 53 Arthur light? 29N.J.

13 Pub and Lillie 101t may be neighbor
request 54 Modern- monetary 31 Resort

14 Hindu day or military 34 They
royal evidence 11 Back- may cry

15 Antitoxins 55 Rick of gammon “Uncle!”

16 Broad “Disco needs 35—
range Duck” 17 What silly

18 Rye guy”? fame calories question,

20Overact measure

21 Youngster DOWN 190wned by 36 Barracks

22 Hiatus 1 Frisbee, a man bed

23 Chasm for one 22 Cowboy’s 37 On cloud

26 Brought 2 Type of compan- nine
the rug ion 39 Trattoria
banquet 3 Shopping 23Joan supply

30 Cawviar, site of — 40 Wound
essentially . . . cover

31 Scale Solution time: 21 mins. 44506 51-
member Across

32 Bullring 42 Sicilian
bravo spouter

33 Afternoon 43 Family
siestas D|E|M 44 Weak,

36Beany’s v]e as an
pal E[A]s excuse

38“This — D] 45 Mayberry
surprisel” [E1218 £ moppet

39 Office alvIE 5| 46Obtains
seeker, miols s| 48“Inc.” in
eg. Yesterday’s answer 10.25  the U.K.

1 |2 [3 |4 5 |6 |7 8 o [10 |11

ACROSS
1 Humpty
Dumpty
4 Physique
7 Speak
unclearly
8 “From
Here to
Eternity”
author
10 Grassy
plain
11 Critter
13 “Where
have you
been all
these
years?”
16 Founda-
tion
17 “Finished
at
last!”
18 Spotted
19 Greets
the
villain
20 “Pretty
Woman”
actor
21 Choker
fastener
23 Small,
round
and
shining

25 “Come
again?”

26 Observe
Ramadan

27 Attila, e.g.

28 Morri-
son’s
group

30 Nursery
item

33 Grimm
opener

36 Pets’
shelter

37 East-
wood’s
“Rawhide”
role

38 Active
ones

39 Verve

40 123-45-
6789 org.

41 Hideaway

DOWN
1 Gazelle's
kin
2 —-ho
(zealous)
3 Caverns
4 Lulu of a
slip-up
5 Cat- —
-tails
6 Show-
room
sample
7 Black-
thorn
8 First
name of
8-Across
9 Talked
back
10 Law deg.
12 Denis of
“Rescue
Me”

Solution time: 21 mins.
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14 Breakfast
franchise
acronym

15 Ram’s
mate

19 Belfry
dweller

20 Roscoe

21 Thick
piece

22 Defeated
ata
joust

23 Cow
palace?

24 Gave it a
shot

25 Abbott’s
first
baseman

26 4/1
victims

28 Beach
sights

29 Phan-
tom’s
bailiwick

30 Tennes-
see
footballer

31 Portent

32 “Of
course”

34 Eve’s
grandson

35 Story
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Family Circus =« Bill Keane

Bridge

South dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
®» A 102
¥J1084
® 63
$+$OQ876
WEST EAST
@®J9Io965 S« K I373
Y7632 YK QO
* 87 * 9
*oK 95 A J1042
SOUTH
@® Q4
Y AS
®*AKQJI0542
a* 3
The bidding:
South West North East
1 & Pass 1V Dble
5&

Opening lead — five of spades.

Keep Your Eyeon theBall

Therearetimeswhen declarer must makean
unnatural play inorder tobringinthecontract.
South passed his test with flying colorsin
today’sdedl.

First, aword about the bidding. South had
problem of sortsin selecting his opening bid.
He gave thought to opening with five dia-
monds, but di smissed that option ontheground
that hishand wastoo strong for apre-emptive
bid. Ultimately, he decided to open one dia-
mond in order to increase the possibility of
reachingadamif hispartner happenedtohold
agood hand.

Asthingsturned out, South had hiswork cut
out for him just to make five diamonds. West
ledaspade. Declarer played low fromdummy,
and when East won the trick with the king,
South dropped hisqueen onit!

Asaresult of thisunusual play, South made
thecontract. Hewaslater abletofinessetheten
of spades and discard a heart on the ace of
gpadesto bring histotal to 11 tricks.

Of course, had South played the four of
spades on the king, he would have wound up
with only one spadetrick and would havefin-
ished down one, losing a spade, aheart and ¢
club.

Itiscertainly unusual for adeclarertoplay
gueeninstead of afour onatrick hehasal ready
lost, butitisthekind of play any declarer who
does not proceed automatically might make.

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
» A Q
¥YQIJ>5
®AQ1043
oA Q4
WEST EAST
®JoOoo63 K 1072
¥873 ¥ o6 4
& 8 ®JOoO72
$+108752 P+K Jo6
SOUTH
» 54
YAK 1092
®KO6S5
%0 3
The bidding:
North East South West
2 NT Pass 3% Pass
4 @ Pass 6 Vv
Opening lead — eight of hearts.

How to Capturea Sovereign

Thereareplaysadeclarer must resist despite
their magnetic attraction. Takethiscasewhere
it would be easy to gowrong.

Southwasinsix hearts, andWestled atrump.
Declarer drew threeroundsof trumps, Eastdis-
carding alow spade, and then cashed the A-K
of diamonds, learningthat East had started with
four tothejack.

South continuedwithadiamondtothequeen
andruffedthefourth round of diamonds, estab-
lishing dummy’sten as atrick. Declarer now
hadtodeci dewhether totakeafinessein spades
or clubs, butintheactua caseit did not matter
whichonehechose, becausehewould go down
oneeither way.

South should not havegotten himself intothis
predicament. He could have assured the slam
earlier by altering hisplay dightly. Instead of
ruffing thefourthround of diamondsashedid,
South should havediscarded aspadeor aclub.

East would then have found himself on lead
with thejack of diamonds and no placeto go.
He would have been compelled to return &
spadeor aclubintooneof dummy’sA-Q’s, and
thisin turn would have handed declarer the
sam.

It might run against the grain for declarer tc
loseatrick hecaneasily win, butinthe present
caseitissurely righttoconcedeadiamondtrick
to Eastinexchangefor a100 percent certainty
of making the slam.

Tomorrow: Forewarned isforearmed.
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FINDERS
KEEPERS...

“You can spin in my chair when I'm

rking.”
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“Oh, wait! This is already mine.”




