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Kansas shouldn’t
pay the price

A policy aimed at easing theplight of motoristsstrandedin Colo-
rado stormsiscausing problemsfor peoplewho livein— and need
to get to— placesin western Kansas.

When roads are closed in Colorado, officials there ask Kansas
authorities to block traffic where there are hotel rooms to handle
them. That makes sense, properly applied.

When they close the roads, though, they close them. And that
meansthat wherever therearemotel roomsleft, that’sasfar west as
you can go.

I-70 hasbeen closed asfar east asHaysor Colby whentherewere
no road problemsin Kansas. Mail, newspaper deliveriesfor those
of usfarther west were stopped along with through traffic.

Peoplewho livein far western towns couldn’t go home. People
with business out here couldn’t get through.

Not because of the weather. Not because of the danger. But be-
causetheguysmanningthebarricades, statetroopersand state high-
way workers, didn’t want to separatethelocal trafficfromthe Den-
ver bound.

Thisistoohighapricetopay for solving Colorado’sproblem. It's
good that Kansas can cooperate. No one wants to see hundreds of
peoplestrandedin Burlington or Limon or someother placeswhere
thereare no beds or shelter.

But Kansas towns and K ansas people shouldn’t have to pay the
price.

Statehighway officialssay itisn't supposedtowork thisway. L ocal
traffic is supposed to go through. In practice, though, troopers and
highway crewmen manning barricadesin Colby and Goodland just
block theroad. They don’t ask where people are going.

On lesser routes, they just put asign up and go home. Gates are
locked at some entrances to the freeway. And alocked gate won't
allow anyoneon, local traffic or no.

Now somecounty commissionersarequestioningthispolicy. They
wonder why they are helping to keep people off their roads when
it'ssafeand reasonableto travel west inthisstate. They don’t close
county roadswhen it snows here, sowhy block themwhenit snows
in Colorado?

It’s about time somebody spoke up against this poorly imple-
mented policy.

If we can't separate local traffic from through traffic, and allow
people with businessin Kansas through, then Kansas roads ought
to stay open.

It d be better to let the through traffic pile up in Colorado than to
stall commerce on thisside of the border when it’s not necessary.

We'd hope for a sensible compromise, allowing local traffic to
movewhereit needstomove, butif that can’t happen, thenlet’skeep
our roads open.

If theweather here gets bad enough, we can close theroads. But
when the problem isin Colorado, then why keep Kansans behind
the barricades?

Seve Haynes

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th &t., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or email jvannostrand@nwkansas.comor pdecker@nw kansas.com.
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Making an acquaintance a good friend

Having publisher in front of my nameis new
tome. Colby, Kan., isnot.

| canrelateto Colby from my wedding day to
one of my pieces of luggage.

After growing up and graduating from high
school and college in Sterling, Colo., my first
newspaper job wasat the Flagler (Colo.) News.
Itisasmall, weekly paper about 110 mileswest
of Colby on Interstate 70.

Just alittle after amonthintothat job, | meta
girl, named Jennifer, from Seibert, Colo., who
would eventually becomemy wife. Early in our
relationshipwehad occasional daytripsto Den-
ver or Colorado Springs. But oneday wegottired
of going west and headed east — to Colby.

Wespent theFourth of July 1995in Colby. We
walked through the museum, ate at A& W and
went shopping. Not havingagood overnight bag
for when | visit my parents on weekends, | pur-
chased a snazzy duffel bag in Colby. Don't ask
mewhere, | can’t remember. | think itwasinone
of the outlet shops. The bag quickly got nick-
named the“ Colby bag.” To thisday, if Jennifer
or | areever gonefor anight or two, we always
say wewill takethe* Colby bag.”

We came back later to watch aChrisLeDoux
concert at theThomasCounty Fair. Jennifer was
acountry musicfanduringthosedays. Jennifer’'s
tasteshave changed but | can still listento some
country.

Avyear later, Jennifer and | went through Col by
on our honeymoon to the Bridges of Madison
County in lowa. We were so caught up with
friendsand family in Seibert that day wereally
didn’'t eat until after weleft late that afternoon.
We stopped at McDonald'sin Colby.

Jennifer then dozed off and | remember driv-
ing and watching alightning storm while driv-
ing north on U.S. Highway 83 | will never for-

John
il Van Nostrand

« A line In
the dust

get. In a360-degree view, the lightning strikes
werefar enough not tofeel threatened, but close
enoughto behypnotized by thecontinual bright
lightsfrom ground to sky.

Afterwemovedto Greenfield, lowa, in 1998,
Colby still wasnot out of our life. During occa-
sional tripsback to Colorado to seefriendsand
family, we would drive through Colby. Some-
timeswestoppedfor gasor toget adrink for the
kids.

Colby evencrossed my pathwhileinlowa. A
friendand | attended an economic devel opment
dinner and meeting in February at Lake Pan-
orama, an affluent lakeresort northwest of Des
Moines. Wesat down at atableand | wasseated
next to a woman and the small talk started. |
asked where she was from and she said Col by,
Kan., — with the tone that | would not know
wherethat was.

| surprised her by saying, “Yeah, I’ve been
there. | love the museum with the big white
barn.”

She said she worked at the museum during
high school. Unfortunately, | can’t remember
thewoman’sname.

Itwouldn’t befor another four monthsuntil |
would hear about Colby. Earlier this year |
wanted to take another step in my career and
researched how to purchase anewspaper. Dur-

ing an Internet search of finding such aplace, |
came across Colby and the publisher position.

| sent Free Press owner Steve Haynes my
résuméand clips beforethe Fourth of July and
weeventually scheduled aninterview for mid-
August.

Atfirst, I had concerns about the anguish of
actually moving. But the more Steve and |
talked andthemorel realized God wasprovid-
ing for my family, | was convinced Colby was
theplacetogo. Wesold our housein Greenfiel o
injust 12days, whichisrareby Greenfield stan-
dards, and yet another signthat weare supposed
todothis.

| admit, it wasahard decisiontoleavelowa.
Jennifer and | left Colorado with the intention
of raising afamily in lowa because we heard
lowaisagood placeto do so. That wastruefor
us. We had awonderful church family and an
excellentlineup of teenagegirl baby sitters. But
that is not to say we can't continue to have all
of that in Colby.

Jennifer and | decidedwedidn’twant our next
step to be to a big city, something like 50,000
residents or more. We also did not want to go
any smaller than Greenfield, acounty-seat town
of 2,000 people with all the essentials. Colby
easily fitsinthere.

| needtolearn moreabout the Free Pressanc
Colby beforel canput my publisher titleingear.
But | am ready to make Colby more than just
conversationover dinner or aplacetofill upthe
gastank and stomach. | want to make Colby &
good friend.

John Van Nostrand ispublisher of the Colby
Free Press. He can be reached at
jvannostrand@nwkansas.com

Your turn

lgnorant of the facts

Ken Poland must beignorant of the facts. We
havefoiled at |east 10 planned terrorist attacks,
contradicting your statement. The Iraqi people
have had two electionsin spite of the terrorists.
We have the fastest growing economy in years,
another fact. Wehavethelowest unemployment
rateinyears, or wereyou aware of that? 60 mil-
lion peoplearefreetodeterminetheir ownfuture.

Their women and children are free to go to
school, get treatment in hospitals, in spiteof the
terrorists. Our troopsand President Bushaccord-
ingtoour leftist presshad nothing to dowithit.
Thetax cutsnow leave millionsto the tax pay-
ers rather than more bungling by our bureau-
crats. Your right to speaki sprotected by our Con-
stitutionandisnotin stepwithmost Americans.

| for one am free daily to achieve positive
pro-Americanthings, rather than pointing fin-
gers and blather anti-American untruths. NG
Americaisn’'t perfect, nor is our system or
President Bush, but 1’1l takeit and formmy own
opinions.
Bob Schmidit
Hays

Coach asks for help with Cats for Cans

Wildcat Fans,

| would like to ask all Wildcat fans to help
make surethat no onein our community will go
hungry this holiday season. The K-State vs.
Colorado game on October 29th has been des-
ignated for the Catsfor Cansfood drive.

Please bring adonation of canned food to the
game. Cash contributions are also welcome
which will be matched by alocal foundation.
Checks can be made payable to The Mayor’s
Holiday Food and Fund Drive. Wildcat student-

athletes and alumni will be located in the park-
ing lots seeking donations prior to game time.
Cats for Cans has been a university sponsored
food and fund drivefor the past nineyears.
These donations will go to the Flint Hills
Breadbasket in Manhattan. The Breadbasket
servesNortheast Kansasnonprofit agenciesthat
help feed the hungry. The foods and funds col -
lected will help provideholiday mealsfor finan-
cially challenged families. Last year the Flint
HillsBreadbasket served over 2,000familieswith

holiday food baskets. Please help me and the
Wildcat teams create another holiday season
whereno onewill go hungry.

Thank you for your gracious help with this
drive. May the Lord blessand bewill you anc
yours.

Go Cats!

Bill Shyder
Head Football Coach,
Kansas Sate University
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