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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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STARTS A LAYOFF RUMOR
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [F YOU FOLLOW A
COCKTAIL WITH A DIFFERENT DRINK, I GUESS
YOU MIGHT CHASE MANHATTAN.,

WHAT DO YOU THINK IT ALL MEANS2
" PROBABLY THAT WE

SHOULD HAVE LEFT
BUSINESS AND GONE
INTO TEACHING A
LONG TIME AGO.
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Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals W

DEARABBY: Last week, my 1-
year-oldson, “ Tommy,” crawledup
on the couch where his father,
“Monte,” was resting. Tommy
smacked hisdaddy inthefacewith
atoy. Monte slapped Tommy back
so hard he left awelt on hisface. |
grabbed the baby and said some
things | perhaps shouldn’t have.
Monte got so mad at me that he
threw me on the couch and began
choking me.

Aneighbor calledMonte' sfather,
“Lyle,” to the house. Lyle asked
what happened. When | told him
Monte had slapped Tommy in the
face, Monte called me aliar. Then
Lyleturned around and came after
me, cornering meinthekitchen.He
got in my face and screamed that |
was at fault for Monte losing his
temper. Hesaid it wasbecauseof my
“nagging.” | was cornered three
times. Each time | tried to move
away, he'd start up again.

Monte just stood there and
watched me holding the baby and
getting screamed at. Hedidn'tlifta
fingertodefendme.l amsohurt.It's
one thing to have a fight with my
husband, but hisfather had noplace
getting in my face. Monte said his
dad was trying to prove a point —
that aperson canonly takesomuch.
Monte said he patted his father on
the back for what he did. | am no
longer talking to his father. Please
help me. | am desperate for guid-
ance.

— SHAKINGIN OHIO

DEARSHAKING: Toslapal-
year-old baby and leaveawelt on
hisfaceischild abuse. Throwing
youonacouchandtryingtochoke
youisspousal abuse. What hisfa-
ther didisverbal abuse. Monteis
standing behind his father be-
causehethinksthisisnormal be-
havior. Unlessyou takeyour baby
and get out of there, your son will
turn out just like hisfather and
grandfather. Soleavenow, before
you or your baby are physically,
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aswell asemaotionally, damaged.

If you are afraid to leave, call
the National Domestic Violence
toll-free hotline: (800) 799-7233.
Counselorsthere will help you
formulate an escape plan. (For
peoplewith hearingimpair ments,
the TTY number to dial is (800)
787-3224.)

DEARABBY | have been mar-
riedto” Grant” for eight years. Soon
after our marriage | learned hewas
acompulsiveliar.

Grant told mewhileweweredat-
ingthat hehadasister. | later learned
thewomanwasafriend. Hesaid he
wasdivorced from his second wife
when we met. They weren’t di-
vorced until one month before our
wedding, something | discovered
only when | found his divorce pa-
pers.

Grant'sfirst wifeswearsthey are
still married. He says they’re di-
vorced, but he lost the divorce pa-
pers.

A year ago, | found out my hus-
band was never inthe Marineslike
he said, and after eight years of be-
lievinghehadaBA inbusiness, | just
learned he dropped out of college
after hisfreshman year.

| have just about had it with his
constant lying. Hehasalso cheated
onme. | want adivorce, but | don't
wanttolook likeafailuretomy fam-
ily andfriends. Grantisbeggingme
to stay. He promises he'll change,
but | haveheardthat all before. What
should | do?

—WIFEIN CRISIS

DEAR WIFE: Consult a law-
yer. Tell him or her exactly what
you have told me. Because your

e Dear Abby

husband misrepresented himself
before your marriage, you may
have groundsfor an annulment.
Your attorney should also check
to seeif thereisany record of his
first divor ce, becauseif thereisn’t
one, you and Grant arenot mar-
ried, which solvesyour problem.
Crossyour fingers.

DEAR ABBY: My parents are
planningafamily vacation—it’'san
annual tradition in my family. The
problemismy sister-in-law hasbeen
inviting members of her family
without consulting my parents be-
forehand. Thisis supposed to be
special event that both my parents
and | feel should belimited to only
our side of the family, not hers. We
feel helplessto stop her frominvit-
ing everyonein her family, because
we don’t know how to tell her,
“Please stop because thisis not an
openinvitation event.”

She has done this before with
other events, and the results were
chaotic. Thelast thingwewantistc
havethisvacationinchaos, butif her
family isthereit will beinevitable.

What canwedoto stopthiswith-
out stirring up ahornet’s nest?

— GRITTINGAWAY IN SAN
JOSE

DEARGRITTINGAWAY: It’s
time your parentsstop gritting
their teeth and bitethebullet. Be-
causethey areplanningthisfam-
ily getaway, it’sup tothem totell
their son and hiswife that this
isn’t a cattle call — and theinvi-
tations sheissued will haveto be
postponed for another occasion
(when you all will have been for-
tified with tranquilizers).

Family Circus = Bil Keane

Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“I| guess | wasn’t listenin’ when you
told me to pay attention.”

Forewarned |sForearmed Crossword

impending ruff.

Sincetheruff could occur only if East gained
theleadfor aclubreturn, and since East’sonly
possibleentry hadtobein hearts, South should
havetried to neutralizethat entry.

Accordingly, declarer should have won the
opening club lead with dummy’sking and re-
turned the king of diamonds at trick two, dis-
carding hisdeuceof heartsafter East followed
low.

West would havewon thekingwiththeace,
but withnoway to put East onleadfor thekill-
ing club ruff, he would have found himself a
loser inthe battle of wits.

Tomorrow: Test your play.
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