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Hospice
auction
nearing

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

HospiceServices, Inc.inThomas
County ishopingforitsbestauction
ever withtheevent plannedfor Sat-
urday, Nov. 5, at the City Limits
Conference Center, 2227 S. Range
Ave., Colby.

“Theauction, whichraisesfunds
to ensure that Hospice support is
availabletoterminallyill individu-
alsand their family members, will
provide a unique opportunity to
Christmas shop and help aworthy
causeat thesametime,” said Jenny
Niblock, president of the Hospice
Advisory Board.

The event begins at 5:30 p.m.,
followedby dinner at 6:30 p.m. with
theauctionscheduledtostartat 7:30
p.m., shesaid.

More than 300 items have been
donated to the auction.

“1 cannot think of abetter cause
to have your name linked to,”
Niblock said. “People know how
important Hospice is and what it
doesfor peopleinour community.”

Themissionof Hospiceistohelp
terminaly ill personslive out their
last days with dignity and comfort
by providing trained healthcare
professionalswho helpwithissues
such aspai nmanagement and coun-
sel on death and dying.

“The organization also provides
counseling to family members on
dealing withaloved onewith ater-
minal illnesstoo,” she said.

Alongwiththeauction, Novem-
berisalsoNational Hospice/Pallia-
tive CareMonth, said Sandy Kuhl-
man, executivedirector of Hospice.

“The purpose isto raise aware-
nessabout quality end-of-lifecare.
Palliative care offers comfort and
support, whilehospicebringscom-
passionate care when acureis not
possible,” Kuhlman said.

Hospiceand palliative care both
providepainand symptom control,
dignity, and spiritual and emotional
caretothedyingandtheir families.

Kuhlmanal so offered thefollow-
ingstatisticsasaway toraiseaware-
ness about the organization in this
area.

* HospiceServicesprovidedcare
for morethan 100 personsandtheir
familieslast year.

« Hospiceiscovered under Medi-
care, Medicaid, most privateinsur-
ance plans, HM Os and other man-
aged care organizations.

» Hospice Servicesis supported
by more than two hundred (200)
volunteers across the 14 counties
served.

Ticketscanbepurchased by call-
ing (785) 462-6710 or (800) 315-
5122.

TheHisShop, 475N. Franklinor
Colby Photo, 420 N. Franklin, are
also both ticket sale outlets.

“Please planto attend,” Niblock
said.

Jordan, Brandy and Andy Schippers of Colby looked at auction items Saturday at City Limits
Convention Center during a benefitauction and dance for Dianne Homm of Colby. Carolyn Miller,
one of the event’s organizers, said more than $4,000 was raised to help with Homm'’s expenses
from cancer treatment. More than 90 items were donated for both the silent and live auctions.
The band Shadow Riders from Burlington, Colo. donated their time Saturday to play the event.
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PowerSchool
system goes
over 10 million

By Tisha Cox

Colby Free Press

The Colby School District’s
PowerSchool has been a success
over thepast year, ssid Andy Boell,
PowerSchool administrator for the
district.

Hesaidthesystemrecently went
over the10millionhit mark, which
isatotal of the number of screens
viewed by users, whichincludepar-
ents, students, teachers and school
administrators.

Boell said since July, the system
has had more than 400,000 hits.

He attributed part of the recent
spiketo parent-teacher conferences
acouple of weeks ago, and usein
general.

“1 think more students and par-
entsareusingit,” Boell said.

The system allows parents to
keeptrack of their children’sgrades
and attendance, assignments, lunch
balances and more. They can even
get e-mail updatesdaily or weekly
ontheir student’s progress.

High school students can also
keep track of their graduation
progressstartingthisyear. Thesys-
tem showswhat subject areasthey
need to meet.

Grades three through 12 are on
the system.

He said the lower grade school
levels aren’t because the way they
figure grades doesn’t fit well with
PowerSchool.

It's also easy for teachersto use
because all they haveto put in are

The parents are
more informed. There
are fewer surprises.”

Andy Boell,
program administrator

student’s grades and keep those
updated. PowerSchool does the
rest.

Boell saidit’sempowered every-
one, from parents to students tc
teachers.

“The parents are more in-
formed,” hesaid. “Therearefewer
surprises.”

And both students and parents
have accessto PowerSchool. They
haveuniquepasswordstogetinand
parentshaveapasswordfor each of
their childrenin school.

Boell addedfor adistrict thissize,
the usage of the system has been
“phenomenal,” and shows alarge
percentageof parents, studentsand
teachershavebeen usingit.

He also said there were a few
glitchesearlier thisyear, likepeople
not being able to go online from
home but that has since been
worked out.

It's also been easier to use this
year because of familiarity.

“It's holding it’s own,” Boell
said.

Small town prepares to greet former Soviet leader

LINDSBORG (AP) — School
bands here are practicing the Rus-
sian national anthem. Detectives
are conducting security checks.
And preparations are being made
for aparade.

All of it isfor former Soviet
leader Mikhail Gorbachev, who
will visit thispredominantly Swed-

ish community of 3,300 thisweek-
end to launch a worldwide cam-
paign of promoting peace through
chess.

“Lindsborg hasgrowninreputa-
tionand hasabigger chesspresence
than many other larger cities,” said
Wes Fisk, one of the organizers of
theweekend events.

The town is home to a Karpov
Chess School — named for seven-
timeworld chesschampionAnatoly
Karpov — and has hosted interna-
tional tournaments.

This year, Karpov invited his
friend, Gorbachev, to visit Linds-
borg to start the Chess for Peace
campaign.

Chess for Peace will include a
seriesof Internet matchesthrough-
out theworld. Thewinnerswill be
invited to Lindsborg in June for a
weeklong festival.

Kathy Richardson, owner of
Small World Gallery inLindsborg,
said people are beginning to ask
themsel ves what question they’ll

ask Gorbachev if giventhechance.

Richardson wants to ask: “Can
you remember the exact moment
when you knew you had to be the
leader of the major changein your
country? Was there a moment,
meeting, evening, one place that
made you think, ’ Yeah, we' ve got
todothis ?’

Simulating
rollover
accident

Kansas Highway Patrol Troop-
er Andy Schippers demon-
strated what happens during a
rollover accident Saturday at
the Wal-Mart parking lot in
Colby. He and Trooper Jason
Duffey showed more than 50
people the rollover simulator
throughout the day.
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Colby man’sprobation revoked after |eaving county; prison next stop

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

A Colby manisheadedto prison
after violating a court order while
waiting to be sent to a southeast
Kansas boot camp.

Levi Jones, 20, two days after
having his probation revoked
skipped the county to talk to his
fiancé and landed in a Barton
County Jail.

District Judge Glenn Schiffner
on Sept. 7 told Jones he could live
with hismother, Sharlene Scheck,
until he went to Labette Correc-
tional Boot Camp at Fredonia. At
that sametime, Schiffner told Jones
if he failed to complete Labette
Boot Camp or come homeand did
not compl ete the term of the sen-
tence then the “ penitentiary is the
next step.”

“1 wastoldwhen| took thebench
one of the hardest things I’d have
todoisorder someonetoprisonand
thank goodness| haven't hadtodo
that often,” Schiffner said. “Butin
thiscase, youweregiventheoppor-

tunity to go to Labette. But that is
out of the casenow and | order you
to the custody of the Thomas
County Sheriff awaiting the De-
partment of Correction pickingyou
up.”

On Sept. 9, Joneswas picked by
the Barton County Sheriff’sOffice
for leaving Colby without permis-
sion and for allegedly making
threatening phonecallsfromador-
mitory at Barton County Commu-
nity College.

Jones' intensive supervision of-
ficer, Dian Organ, Hays, on Thurs-
day, filed an affidavit advising
Schiffner Jones failed to follow
court orders.

Jones was on probation for a
January crime spree during which
he and Donald Clapper, then 16,
ended up being charged with 27
felonies and 24 misdemeanors for
crimescommitted Jan. 3and Jan. 5.
Authorities then estimated Jones
and Clapper victimized multiple
farm operations throughout Tho-
mas County resulting in morethan

LeviJones, left, listened to his attorney, Scott Showalter, Goodland,
as he talked about an affidavit filed on Thursday outlining proba-
tion violations Jones is alleged to have committed.

$100,000 in property damage, in-
cluding theft of arace car valued at
about $6,000. Thecrimespreetook
place less then three months about
both teenswere arrested for an un-
related burglary inOct. 2004. Inthe
2005 case, Joneswascharged asan
adult, Clapper asajuvenile.

During a hearing on Friday,
Schiffner corrected astatement he
made last month saying Jones had
500f the51 countsagainsthimdis-
missed.

Schiffner said Friday Jones
pleaded guilty to count one, bur-
glary; count 29, felony criminal

damage to property, and count 41,
felony theft. Schiffner ordered
Jonestoaprisontermof 13months,
which after thislast incident he'll
have to now serve. The remaining
48 counts were dismissed.

Jones will be given two months
credit off the13monthsfor thetime
he’ sheenintheThomasCounty Jail
since being arrested on Sept. 9.

During the hearing on Friday,
Jones’ mother testified her health
insurancewould pay for aphysical
he needed before goingto L abette.
Jones' attorney, Scott Showalter,
Goodland, said the boot camp re-
quiresinmatesto bedrugand medi-
cation free for aperiod of 90 days
before intake. That physical be-
cameamoot point when Joneswas
ordered to prison.

Showalter told Schiffner and
Thomas County Attorney Andrea
Wyrick Jones needed the harsher
confinement of L abetteover main-
stream prison.

“Labette is not an easy place-
ment,” Showalter said. “Labetteis

not where you go and do your 11
months and get out, they’ Il be
screamingat himfromsunuptosun
down.”

Showalter said he and his client
“acknowledged heviolated hispro-
bation,” and wrote bad checks, but
acknowledged L abetteisapenalty
and a“ severe penalty.”

According to Ellis County court
documents, Jones, in Junewhileon
probation, passed worthlesschecks
at two businesses in Hays totaling
$9609.

Wyrick told Schiffner she*didn’t
think anyone was out to get Mr.
Jones,” but she agreed with Organ
that Jones had “no regard for his
probation.”

“It floors me that someone i<
given probation and the still has
problemswhenhecangotoL abette
not prison,” Wyrick said. “1'm
throwing up my hands along with
Miss Organ and recommending he
be sent straight to the Department
of Corrections.”

Schiffner agreed.
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