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Rose Bush played by Tina Schmid, freshman at Colby Community College, received a glass of
lemonade — lemon and all — from Judy Harrison, played by Regina Heier, during a dress re-
hearsal Tuesday night. The Colby Community College fall play is a comedy entitled, “Love Thy
Neighbor,” and will be held at 7:30 p.m., Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. Admission: $5 adults
and $4 seniors and students. Bickner said the playwright, Gary Ray Stapp, a 1981 Colby College
graduate, will be available to meet people after Friday’s performance.
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Logan County favors proposal

Redistricting Idea
still a ‘wait an

By Jan Katz Ackerman

Colby Free Press
Logan County Commissioners
Carl Uhrich, Doug Mackley and
Nick Scott on Monday signed a
resolution to create adistrict made
up of Logan, Gove, Thomas and
Rawlins County Extension Coun-
cils.

Other area commissioners are
taking await and see stance when
it comesto redistricting the Exten-
sion Service.

According to Logan County
Clerk Pat Schippers, the commis-
sionersvoted unanimously infavor
of theresolution and signed it.

Executive boards from all four
counties in October approved the
proposed district. The proposed
Extension district which would
“have for its sole purpose the giv-
ing of instruction and practical
demonstration in agriculture, mar-
keting, home economics, 4-H club
and youth work, community and
resource development and eco-
nomicdevelopmentinitiativestoall
personsin the Extension district,”
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the petition says.

In addition, the pending Exten-
sion district would provide infor-
mation on subjectsthrough practi-
cal demonstrations, meetings, pub-
lication, or otherwiseinaccordance
with the program and service pre-
scribed by the governing body of
thedistrict.

According to Barb Hopper, a
deputy in the Thomas County
Clerk’soffice, commissionersRon
Evans, chairman; Paul Steele and
KenChristiansenarewaitingtotalk
to other commissioners individu-
ally. Hopper said the commission-
erswant to do moreresearch about
the proposed district, including

d see’

“looking at abrochure” about it.

Gove County Clerk Julie Hawk-
ey said commissioners Mahlon
Tuttle, chairman, and Delmar Kai-
ser and Mark Coberly have again
tabled thetopic.

“The commissioners will meet
with the Extension board on Nov.
8,” Hawkey said.

Rawlins County Clerk Meredith
Hrnchir on Tuesday said Commis-
sioners Charles Unger, chairman,
Don Marshall and Wilber Henry
havenot voted ontheresolutionei-
ther.

“They are waiting on Thomas
County and will talk about it again
onNov. 15,” shesaid.

Even if commissioners from all
four counties approve the resol u-
tionto create an Extension Service
District, qualified voterscan protest
the action.

Suchactionwouldrequiresigna-
tures of 5 percent of qualified vot-
ersto befile on apetition with the
county el ectionclerk within 60 days
of thecounty’slast publication of its
resolution.

Blood drive scheduled

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

Colby Community College’sstu-
dentunionwill bethenextlocation
for ablooddrivein ThomasCounty,
said an American Red Cross offi-
cial.

The drive is scheduled from 10
am. to 2 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 17,
withmembersof theCentral Plains
Region, toinclude ThomasCounty,
asking for donations. “You don’t
haveto be acaped crusader, police
officer or firefighter to be ahero,”

said Pam Head, chief executive of -
ficer of the Central Plains Region,
American Red Cross Blood Ser-
vicesin Wichita

“Heroes come from all walks of
life,” shesaid.

The requirements for giving
blood are few, she said. A person
must be in general good health, at
least 17 yearsoldandweigh 1101bs.
or more. The entire process takes
about one hour with the actual do-
nation of blood taking about seven
minutes.

As for identification, the only
thing necessary at registrationise
validdriver’slicenseor other form
with aphoto.

Donations can help apremature
baby who needs emergency sur-
gery, ateenager who needs blooc
after acar crash or ayoung mother
whoneedsplateletstohel pher fight
breast cancer, shesaid. TheDepart-
ment of Nursing at Colby College
issponsoring thedrive and appoint-
mentsmay bemadeby calling Ting
Schrick at (785) 460-4797.

Elevator managers In county reporting ‘decent’ harvest

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

Fall harvestin ThomasCountyis
nearly complete and elevators are
reporting decent yields.

Eric Sperber, manager at Corner-
stone Ag in Colby, said harvest is
about 70 percent complete, and
they’ re seeing quality not seen in
several years.

“Thegrainquality thisyearisreal
good, especially compared to the
past few years,” hesaid.

Sperber reported yields have
been “average,” but he said that
seemsbetter thanthat after the past
few seasonswith drought.

Onirrigated corn, he'sheard 200-
plus bushels an acre, and up 100
bushelson dryland corn.

Sorghum and milo have been
“pretty decent.”

Sperber said yieldsdepended on
whereandwhenfarmersgotrain.In
placeswheresignificant rainsfell at
critical times, yields were very
good. Places with spotty moisture
didn’'t haveyieldsthat wereasgood.

Even an average crop is good
news.

“It feelsgood,” Sperber said.

Cornerstone Ag has not piled
corn outside. They’ ve managed to
make space for incoming grain by
shipping out some of what they’ ve

aready takenin.

“That’'sagood problemtoface,”
hesaid.

Either way, heand other elevator
operatorsaren’t complaining.

Nate Reid, manager of Bartlett
and Company Grain in Rexford,
said harvest is 70-75 percent fin-
ished.

HesaidyieldsintheRexfordarea
have been very good.

Irrigated cornyieldshaveranged
from200to 275 bushel sanacreand
dryland corn has been between 30
to 100 bushelsan acre.

Dryland milo yields have been
comparable to dryland corn and
Reid hasn't heard anything about
irrigated milo or sunflower yields
yet.
Soybeans have yielded 50 to 60
bushelsonirrigated acreageandthe
dryland crop hasaveraged 30to 35
bushels per acre.

Bartlett and Company hastaken
in so much grain they have piled it
ontheground.

Frank Jurek, manager at theK an-
sasGrain I nspection Departmentin
Colby, said much of hiswork with
fall harvest has been dealing with
sunflowers. Jurek said sunflower
test weightshavebeen about 28-33
pounds per bushel and corn has
been about 60 poundsabushel.

Atruck hauling grain dropped off its load Tuesday at the High Plains
Co-op elevator in Colby. Area elevators are reporting a good har-

“Quality’sgood on the sunflow-
ers,” hesaid.“Itmust beavery good
harvest for the most part.”

Brian Olson, extension agrono-
mist for northwest Kansas at the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, saidharvestisrollingalong.
Theonecropthatisstill standingis

County approves trailer requests

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

The Thomas County commis-
sioners discussed wages and an
equipment replacement schedule
for thecounty road department atits
Monday meeting.

Commissioner Paul Steele said
road department supervisor Clair
Schrock brought ali st of equipment
and areplacement schedulefor the
commissionerstolook at.

Theequipment won't bereplaced
all at once, instead over the next

threeto four years, Steele said.
Employeepay ratesandjobclas-
sification were also talked abouit.
Schrock also proposed buying a
small trailer for employeesin his
department to usefor lunch breaks
during inclement weather out on
worksites.
Thecommissionersapprovedthe
request, and for Schrock to spend
between $100-$250 on atrailer.
Thomas County Health Depart-
ment administrator Juanita Dewey
also made arequest for atrailer.

Steelesaid Dewey told thegroup
grant money is available to pur-
chase atrailer for them to use dur-
ingwhenthey’reoutonjobsiteac-
tivities, and will bemadeavailable
to other departments al so.

They approved the request and
the trailer will cost about $7,000,
and will be funded completely by
grants. Steele said Dewey also
wantedtolet themknow thedepart-
ment hasmorethan 800 dosesof flu
vaccineremaining, andisavailable
tothepublic.

corn, which he said farmers are
workingtogetit cut.

And, Olson said, farmers are
happy so far with the way things
have gone.

“Itwasapretty good harvest,” he
said.

Asof Tuesday, he' dheardreports
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vest and most farmers are pleased with the results, said area

agronomist Brian Olson.

that more elevator were starting to
stockpilecornand sorghum, which
hasn't happened in at least five
years. Because of drought condi-
tionsover that time, thisyear’ shar-
vest might seem better than aver-
age. However, compared to good
years in the past decade, this fall

harvest would be about average.

“It’s all in our perspective,”
Olson said, adding drought condi-
tions have helped change what's
seenasagood crop. Heal sotouched
on the condition of wheat plantec
last month. He said it’sdoing well
dueto recent rains.

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

A two-vehicle accident on
U.S. Highway 24 Saturday sent
aPlainville woman to Citizens
Medical Center withpossiblein-
juries.

Accordingtoareportfromthe
Kansas Highway Patrol, the ac-
cident happened at 2:55 p.m. at
milemarker 58, about one mile
east of Colby.

Pickups collide on Highway 24

Charlie Jo Meitler, 18, wasturn-
ing westbound onto U.S. Highway
24fromaprivatedriveonthesouth
side of the highway.

Accordingtothereport, her 1998
Ford Ranger pickup was struck by
a 1994 Dodge Ram pickup driven
by Patrick DennisCampbell, 54, of
Hoxie, while backing out.

Meitler failed to yield to Camp-
bell, who was headed east on the
highway.

Thetwo pickupsthen collided
intheroadway.

Meitler’s pickup came to rest
on the highway, facing south-
west.

Campbell’sDodgeendedupin
the north ditch, facing east, the
highway patrol said.

Both motorists were wearing
their seatbelts at the time of the
accident. No citations were re-
ported.
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