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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker
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Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

M FEELNGGUILTY
PEOT HAVING THEGE
WEIRD FANTAGIES ABT
W GUIDNCE CANSELOR.

JEREMY EVERY Gl
HAG HIS PRVATE
FANTAGIES..

WHATS BOTHERING

Sal

THANKS FOR MEETING WITH ME, SAL. SO HOW ARE AND SO MUCH FOR V'SORRY BUT
PLEASE EXCUSE THE FOOD. wzfll | YOUZ FAMILY THE PLEASANTRIES PART | S0, T e
I HAVEN'T EATEN NO PROBLEM,\ POING FINEZ OF OUR CONVERSATION. { ~cogerions.
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LAYOFF RUMORS
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

T KNOW YOU HAVE A TON OF QUESTIONS)  THAT'S WHY I
ABOUT LAYOFF RUMORS AND WHY of CALLED YOU IN, SAL.
T MET WITH YOUR OLD BOSS... /% TO REASSURE YOU
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Cryptoquip
0O APSSMAG OV'A BY BZVPBC

THANK YOU FOR
READING THE

XBZV VRBV BIBH BYI GEG

BVG VRGHAGCEGA MPYV

MX RMPAG BYI RMHG.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A FELINE HAD A
STORY FOR EACH OF ITS LIVES, COULD YOU
HAVE A CAT O’ NINE TALES?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals T
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Should people bathe every day

DEARABBY: | totally disagree
withyour answer to“ Separate Bed-
roomsinthe Future,” the man who
complained that his wife doesn’t
batheevery day. Whowouldwantto
share a bed or have sex with a
womanwho doesn’t batheor show-
er every day? It makes me wonder
if shewashesher handsbefore pre-
paring dinner. Disgusting, to put it
mildly! | wassureyou knew better.

— LEON W.,, SKOKIE, ILL.

DEAR LEON W.: “ Separ ate
Bedrooms’ hasbeen married to
hiswifefor 35years. Until here-
tired from hisjob, he never no-
ticed that shedidn’t bathe every
day. Hedidn’t complain that she
didn’t wash her handsbeforepre-
paringfood —and he'swatching
her likeahawk —solet’sgiveher
thebenefit of thedoubt. Read on:

DEARABBY: Asaninternist, |
treat peopleevery day for conditions
ranging from contact dermatitisto
fungal rashesthat would not occur
if peoplegaveupbathingdaily. The
skiniscoveredin bacteriathat con-
stitute “normal flora.” It is not to
anyone's advantage to wash these
beneficial bacteriaaway, asitleaves
oneopentorashesandskinirritation
from anumber of sources. Also, to
state the obvious, if he'sbeen mar-
riedto her for 35 good years, thena
rose by any other name could not
smell assweet. -

—MICHAEL G.,M.D.,
JOHNSON CITY, TENN.

DEARABBY:WeAmericansare
soobsessedwith cleanlinessthat we
may be endangering our health.
Exposureto bacteriahel psustode-
velop antibodies to fight disease.
Studies are under way to seeif the
autoimmune diseases may be at
|east partly dueto so much cleanli-
nessthat our immunesystemshave
nothing to do but attack healthy tis-
sue.

In Europe, whose culture and
lifestyle are otherwise similar to
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Opening lead — jack of clubs.

Abigail

Van Buren

e Dear
Abby

ours, peoplebathel essoftenthanwe
do. It wasalso finewith our ances-
tors, who bathed only on Saturday
nights!

“Separate” should be thankful
he's living with someone hygienic
enough that he can’t tell the differ-
ence.

— DAILY BATHERBUT
HOLD THEANTI-BACTERIAL
SOAP

DEARABBY: I livedinltaly for
ayear. When my Italian hostsreal-
ized| wasshoweringevery day, they
thought | wascrazy. Theonly thing
you really need to wash every day
areyour private parts. That's why
bidets are so common in Europe.

— ERIN IN HESPERIA,
CALIF.

DEARABBY: I'm anurse, but
youdon’'t havetobeanursetoknow
that a few dead skin cells aren’t
harmful. For someonewithdry skin,
adaily bath can do more harm than
good. That husband must haveother
problems going on — like retire-
ment boredom, asyou suggested. |
wonder if he drove hisformer co-
workers nuts, too? Thanks for set-
ting him straight. — KOKOMO,
IND., R.N.

DEARABBY: Queen|sabellaof
Spain, oneof history’smost famous
rulers and sponsor of Christopher
Columbus’ voyages, bragged that
shetook only two bathsinher entire
life—when shewasbornandwhen
shegot married. Of course, hygiene
standards have improved in 500
years. — ROBERT C., ATHENS,
GA.

DEARABBY: If that jackassfig-

ured out away tomakeal ady “ work
up a sweat,” maybe they could
shower together.
—THOMASMCD.,
CINCINNATI
DEAR ABBY: “Separate Bed-
roomsintheFuture” needsahobby.
He's a perfect example of why
women hateit when their husbands
retire!
— PATIN LASVEGAS

DEARABBY: My parentshad
bitter divorce. Our mother refused
tobeinthesameroomasour father,
andintheend, my brother and | were
always forced to choose between
our parents.

When| proposedtomy girlfriend,
my mother forbade metoinvitemy
father to the wedding. My fiancee
and | realized that our future chil-
drenwouldalsobeforcedtochoose
between their grandparents. It was
alegacy wedidn’t want themtoin-
herit, so afull year before the wed-
ding, we arranged for everyone tc
attend religiousfamily counseling.

When Mother was confronted
withthereality of havingtoforgive
and compromise, she literaly dis-
owned me, sayingthat | was* dead”
to her. Then, one by one, Mother
forced each family member tc
choose between her and me. In the
end, evenmy brother disowned me.

Most people say, “Good rid-
dance” and“ You' rebetter off with-
out them.” | disagree.

Whereisthevirtueinlovingonly
those who love you back? Aslong
asit doesn’t disrupt my marriage, |
feel | should continue to make ev-
ery legal attempt toreconcile. Am|
crazy?

— MICHAEL IN TEXAS

DEARMICHAEL: You'renot
crazy. You arecoping with aban-
donment in away that ishealthy
for you.l wouldn’t recommendit,
butit’syour life,and you must live
it theway you seefit.

Family Circus = Bil Keane

on

Plotting the Cour se of Play

Assume you' re declarer at four spades,
reached as shown, and West |eadsthejack
of clubs. How would you play the hand?

Whenthedeal occurred, declarer wonthe
opening club lead with dummy’sace, dis-
carding a heart, and drew trumpsin three
rounds, discarding clubsfromdummy. He
then led the king of diamonds, ducked by
East, followed by the nine of diamonds,

losing to the ace.

East exited with aclub, ruffed by South,
who next led aheart totheeight and East’s
nine. East returned another club, and after
Southruffed, hetried duckingaheart, hop-
ing East had started withtheA-9 doubl eton.
But when East followed low to the second
heart, thecontract went downone, declarer
losing adiamond and three heartsin all.

South’sdownfall wasprecipitated by his
play of theaceof clubsat trick one, which
yielded virtually no gain. In fact, it man-
aged only to create a situation where the
defenders could safely exit with clubs
whenever they gained thelead.

Observetheeffect of retaining theaceof
clubsandruffingtheopeningleadinstead.
Declarer then drawstrumps and leads the

K-9 of diamonds as before.

When East takestheace (it doesnot help
him to duck), he can no longer enjoy the
luxury of aclubreturn, sincetheaceisstill
indummy al ongwithtwo good diamonds.
Regardless of what he does next, the only
other trick East can score is the ace of
hearts, so declarer makesthecontract with

an overtrick.

Notethat evenif West hastheaceof dia-
monds, and East theA-Q of hearts, thebest
thedefensecandoishold Southto 10tricks.
Thekey for declarer isto appreciate at the
outset the importance of keeping the club
aceindummy sothat it can be put to good

uselater on.
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“No, PJ, you can’t change the channel

a painting.”

Crossword
ACROSS 39 Slight 60 Antelope’s 10 “To Tell
1 Become applica- playmate the Truth”
one tion 61 Location contes-
4 Family 41 Aykroyd finder tant
8 Prince or Quayle (Abbr.) 11 Sans
Charles’s 42 Afternoon siblings
pastime get- DOWN 16 Victory

12 Past together 1 Bankroll 20 Venom-

13 Present 44 Progeni- 2 Freudian ous viper

14 Green tor concept 21 Impale
acres 46 Bring to 3 It involves 22 Carry on

15 Night trial a pair of 23 Crafty
shift 50 Postal aces 27 Nourisheo

17 Ring out Creed 4 Attack 29 Likely

18 Ever- word 5 Give the loser
green 51 Sailors go-ahead 30 Average

19 Public 52 Elvis 6 Not 31 Cooped
speaking hit pizzicato (up)

21 Play- 56 Send 7 1960s 33 Authen-
ground forth jacket ticates
set 57 Otherwise eponym 35 Spigot

24 Dos 58 — - 8 Encour- 38 Verily
Passos Locka, aging 40 Flag
trilogy Fla. words 43 Rued the

25 “Price Is 59 Period- 9 Hydrox run
Right” icals, competi- 45 Scepter
decor briefly tor 46 Particular
item 47 One of

26 Will Solution time: 25 mins. the Three
Ferrell ulmlo Bears
movie r[o[D| 48 Overly

28 Chubby | IN1E proper

32 Mideast S one
potentate <| 49 Loose-

34 Still Y leaf

36 Dandling E feature
locale 53 Work

37 Lucy : with
Ethel : 54 Unlike
Wilma : (Abbr.)
— Yesterday’s answer 11-3 55 Petrol

i [z s 4 Is |6 7 8 [9 [io 11




