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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

ON HER WAY HOME,YOUR
MOTHER LEFT HER GUN-
GLASSES ATOUR DETACH-
MENT. WE DIDN'T HAVE HER
ADDRESS, BUT | REMEMBER
HER SAYING THAT HER
DAVGHTER. WAS HERE IN
ZE™y MTIGWAK|.

GIVE THEM TO YOU. g

| GUESS I'D BETTER B
PACK UP THE TELE- B
SCOPE.

THELMA LOU
LICKSPITTLE!

garfield.com

WWW.
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SO,UM...| HADA COUPLE  THANK you, PAUL. THAT,
OF DAYS OFF, AND.. ...

UH... THOUGHT PD DRINE
UP AND, YOU KNOW...

WAS S0 THOUGHTFUL-!

OMIS TOLD
EVERY
STAR REPRESENTS
THE SPIRIT OF
SOMEONE. WHO'S
PASSED AWAY. 4

I WONPER IF SHE
EVER GOT MARRIED ?

.+ My PHONE.
y NUMBER?

UM...WoULD Vou
LIKE ANYTHING?
COFFEE7

HOT
CHOCOLATE?,,,

Ine./Dist. By Un

WELL..\F IT5 0K, I'LL
WALK YOoU BACK TO
YOUR HOUSE » AND
1@»/522 gLL SEE YoU
OMOR : W. TAS

«THATS A NICE
g THoUueHT. N

ersal Press Syndicate

H‘—5 WWH.fborfw.com
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FOR HER SAK
SURE HOPE

sleoipuAg sS94d |ESISAIUN AQ PEINGUISIG

vV colp you EXPLAIN
WHAT You MEAN
BY THAT 2

..1!”

Blondie ® Chic Young

[ DON'T WANT TO HEAR ANY
E EXCUSES! DO YOU
UNDERSTAND
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WELL, WHAT DO
YOU WANT?!

I'LL COME BACK WHEN YOU'RE

WE/

IN THE MOOD TO LISTEN TO
MORE EXCUSES

www.Blondie.com

Sally Forth ® Greg

(IF RALPH'S NOT GETTING HIS JOB BACK,
THEN WHY DID JEFF MEET WITH HIM2

Howard

EReme WL\~ HoN N | U NOULD SIANDHERE
HOUHELP ME 1D | | NEXTTONE D DR THE
1P0THATZ| | T AND PANGWITHTHIS

DIGH TONEL, HEN AT THEM
;| Atk WHERE THEY BELONG.

LZIJBZ'K EO B XINXFOR XPCH.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I SUPPOSE IT'S AN

ACTUAL FACT THAT ADAM AND EVE ATE

THEMSELVES OUT OF HOUSE AND HOME,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals D

>

IT'S ALL PART OF
A LARGER IN-HOUSE

LIE DOWN
AWHILE
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7 WHAT IS THAT,

]
Crossword Bridge
ACROSS 39 Operated DOWN 23 Cleo’s .
tDamond 41 Rign  1Mode- wanspor  YOUI partner deals and bids One
club on the plane 24 Priest's
4 — choi map? material vestment
oo e el vesment Snade, and the next player passes.
cabbage) carb 3 Office moguls ’ ’
7 Tweak entree part-timers 26 “Guinness What W()uld you bld Wlth eaCh Of the
12 “Hail, 47 Guitar’s 4 India’s Book” . r)
Caesarl” kin neighbor suffix

Bty I seiunme  f0LoWINg four hands’
Thurman insubstan- 5 Rendered in verse

14 FraTe- 52 tFiaI lspeeCh- 30 He_a\;qy 1 * J ' J9753 ’ AKJ94 * Q6
wor ancy ess weight

15 Felon's fellow 6 Destroyed 31 Mai — 2 Q K% ' J632 ‘ 6 * KJ982
flight 53 Big 7 Lot 32 Undergo '

16 1973 film bug fraction recession
co-starring 54 Sea 8 Water 33 Omega 3 * QJ72 ' 8 ’ AQ95 * Q873
the eagle barrier preceder
O'Neals 55 Judge 9 Commo- 36 Pesky kid 4 Q K98642 ' 7 ’ K853 * 64

18 Try the Lance tion 37 Undivided !

Tokay 56 Derby 10 Expert 40 Bonfire

19 Blue hue town 11 Mid- remnants i i 1

20 Addition- 57 Witness morning 42 Sound 1 Two heart Eld'?ltpgbe(t?UIZal't  thedi
ally 58 “— 17 Historic portion - Two hearts. bespitethe better quality or tnediar

22 Greek the periods 43 Emulate mond suit, you should bid heartsfirst. Thisisinaccor-
vowel ramparts 21 Spreads Sarah dance with the basic principle of bidding the higher-

23 %f”tempt' for breads a4 EUgbheS ranking of twofive-card suitsfirst, planningtobidthe

o . ) ower-ranking suit next. It isalso consistent wi €
fole arber | king suit next. Itisal stent with th

g; (S:ta}rted Solution time: 25 mins. shop policy of seeking amajor-suit gamerather than game

ele uartet : . .
servi:wygs e glg I IR ?nember inaminor suit.

31 Reserva- [plolalwialTlclnMmelelalL] 45 Ballina If you wereto name diamondsfirst and hearts sec-
tion @ R|A[T[O[R]Y gym? ond, partner would naturally assumethat you had only
residence S %m 46 Mrs. four hearts, and thewrong contract might be reached.

A4 ;L”p ar‘r’%’;d NEE = Shake- 2. Twospades. Thisisbetter than bidding twoclubs,

35 Toko . BLELIT D[AIN] pq choare eventhoughyouareat thevery topof therangefor your

ake in i—T r ~RIEMN ] 48 Chart . . .

37 Chang's [V PTEIATc) IOl I format raise. The trouble with a two-club responseis that &
closest T[A[r|slH[o|u[no]plole| 49 Pumpup  rebid problem would ariseif partner next bid two
relative EM[ 1 [TIME[C[S EIO PlA the volume  notrump, leavingyouintheawkward position of hav-

38 Egret’s MAlG|SEEDIE[E|REMGIP[S] 50 Faux — ing to choose between a pass and three spades (forc-
cousin Yesterday’s answer 11-4 51 “|” strain? ing).

12 |3 5 |6 9 [10 [11 By bidding two spades and thereby limiting the

7 I8
14
17

53

56

ACROSS
1 Ander-
sen’s
lang.
4 Mail org.
8 Float
down
12 Anger
13 Father of
Japheth
14 Compe-
tent
15 Urchin’s
place?
16 Pivot
17 “Did you
ever —
lassie ...”
18 Start of a
sentence
21 Craggy
peak

22 Appomat-

tox VIP

23 Go on all
fours

26 Tormé or
Tillis

27 Main-
lander’s
memento

30 Take the
wheel

31 Purchase

32 Updated
informa-
tion

33 Trellis
climber

34 Branch

2 3

strengthof your hand, you can circumvent future prob-
lems. Theraisetellspartner you have six to 10 points
andtrump support, whichisasaccurateapictureasyou
can paint under the circumstances.

3. Three spades. The jump-bid (forcing to game)
shows 13 to 15 points, including at |east four trumps.
Your 11 high-card pointsand singleton diamond bring
the hand into that range. With a diamond more and &
spade less, two diamonds would be the best choice,
intending to support spades at your next turn.

4. Four spades. Thisbid servestwo purposes. First,
given your trump support and distribution, thereise
reasonabl echancethat gamecan bemadeeventhough
you have only six high-card points.

Secondly, and even moreimportant, with you hol d-
ing so many spadesand sofew high-card points, there
isaseriousdanger that theopponentscan makeagame
orfindaprofitablesacrificeinheartsor clubs. Thefour-
spade bid ismadein the hope of shutting them out of
thebidding.

35 Eg(r)?(z;ter 2 Eg(l)%hbor- 23 g't;dy Tomorrow: You don’t need to beaCPA.
36 Alter 3 Tide for short (C)2005 Klng Featuressyndlcatelnc.
follower type 24 Sharp-
37 Thiher 4 Pullthe  ton'stile ~ Last dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
38 End of a plug? (Abbr.)
NORTH
sentence? 5 Re Ra 25 Tarzan
dK 1032
45 Caboose’s 6 Name of portrayer YQs82
place six popes Ron ® A 73
46 Region 7 “Toa 26 It's the #Q 105
47 Scuttle Skylark” word! WEST EAST
48 Lecherous writer 27 Took ®» G d»Q9O9874
look 8 Haste charge of ¥J10973 Y65
49 Grub outcome 28 Lamb ¢ 1064 ®JO9O52
50 “The 9 Lend a dam P+K 842 %*7 3
Greatest” surrepti- 29 Doctrine SOUTH
51 Ball- tious 31 Preserved dATS
bearing hand a YAKA4
items 10 Skedad- memory? *KOQSR
52 “Phooey!”  dle 32 Zilch The biddi *ATOO6
53 Roulett 11 Bi 34 W. € bidading.:
oette nge ay East South West North
action 19 Couple in back
a gossip when Pass 2 NT  Pass 6 NT
DOWN column 35 Harass Opening lead — jack of hearts.
1 Olympic 20 Slithery 36 — Park, You Don’t Nem to Bea CPA
projectile one Colo. , ; . .
37 Meddler Let’ssay you' redeclarer at six notrump on agiven
Solution time: 27 mins. 38 Scheme hand, and that after the opening lead you seethat you
A 39 Major have 12 ice-cold tricks regardless of how the oppo-
r fashion nents' cardsaredivided.
> 40 Last Thisisahappy stateof affairs, youcouldsay toyour-
E word n self, but, sadly, situationslikethisdon’t occur al that
D] Ghllllgan S often. Most of thetimeyou’ || haveachoice of differ-
g a1 Eeelr;:l ent waysto play the hand, and your ability to choose
R | 42 Obsessed thebest approachfromtwo or morealternativesiswhat
¢ E seaman determines how good aplayer you are.
ol 43 Unrivaled Consider thepresent casewhereWest |eadstheheart
R| 44 Polish jack against six notrump. The proper play at the start
Yesterday’s answer 11-5 prose isvery simple. Youwinwithdummy’squeen, lead the
Y R N 2 5 1o Tio T queen of clubsand finesse. If East wasdealt theking,

theslamwoul d beacertainty, but, unluckily, West pro-
ducestheking and returnstheten of hearts.

You winwith theking, and since you now have 11
suretricks, your only remaining choreistoguesswhich
way to takethetwo-way spadefinesse. Thisisamat-
ter involving skill, not luck, so you put your thinking
cap on and try to solvethe problem.

Thetask provesto bean easy one, becausewhenyou
cash the ace of hearts, East shows out, revealing that
West started with fivecardsinthesuit. Whenyou next
continuewiththreeroundsof clubs, youlearnthat West
started with exactly four clubs. You then cash the A-
K-Q of diamonds, learning that West started with at
least three diamonds.

With 12 of West's original 13 cards accounted for,
you now know he cannot hold more than one spade.
You therefore lead the spade five to the king and re-
turn aspade to your jack, knowing the jack will win.
Thankstoyour careful “ spadework,” thisfinesse, un-
like most others, is 100 percent certain to succeed.
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Cryptoquip
NT B ECRXJ PT JoORL|KD IBIEFAVNEF'U SHZD-
HCMMOK PTT B AOSW/|AHJIN KNIHU PHTUI FVT
XMOAOS HMPW, N'K LBW XV LIX KZZ, K LTIUU FVT

SHBI CVXKVC UKPJCIUU.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A BUNCH OF HENS
PULLED OFF A VERY CLEVER PLOY, I'D SAY
THAT'D BE A CHICKEN COUP.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals §
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was our mom.”

“Driving to school would be a lot
more fun if Danica Patrick
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“Maybe Kittycat is a polecat.”




