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Jumping the gun

Perhaps we should have expected it. For someonewho isnew to
thejob and comeswith no experience, Kansas Education Commis-
sioner Bob Corkinshasn’t wasted any timein making somewacky
statements.

OnOct. 26, Corkinstoldlegislatorsthey should not usean educa-
tion cost study ordered by the Kansas Supreme Court asaguidefor
how to fund schools.

Thestudy isn’t even complete and Corkinsalready isattempting
to discredit it. Corkins seems to believe that the L egislature can
thumb its nose at the court, and the court has clearly shown in the
past that heiswrong. It appearsto usthat Corkins' actionsareless
about doing hisjob of providing aquality education for our youth,
and more about partisan politics.

Wethink Corkinsis off base and out of line.

Instead of working against the study, Corkins should be making
every possible resource available to ensure that the study is accu-
rate and thorough. Kansas spends nearly $3 billion each year on
education, andthecourt saidit wouldimplement anincreaseof $568
millionfor the 2006-07 school year if the L egislaturedoesn’t come
up with aseparate valid cost-study for public schools.

Therewaslittleaccomplishedinthelast two legislative sessions
because of similar political posturing. Instead of picking sides be-
forewehear theevidence, legislatorsshould takeal ook at the study
— whichisexpected to be completed by Jan. 9— and then gofrom
there.

But conclusions shouldn’t be made before then.

L et’s stop playing games and start worrying about our kids.

From The Pittsburg Morning Sun

About those letters . . .

The Free Press encourages and welcomes lettersfrom
readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and
should include atel ephone number and an address. Most
importantly, all lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned
letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit for
clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject
letters deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail jvannostrand@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nw
kansas.com.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Raberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 email: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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New son-in-law helps with new culture

Our daughter, Tracy, recently got marriedand,
like most newlyweds, she and her husband,
David, arelearning how to live together.

What makeslife for them even more compli-
cated and sometimescomical isthat Tracy grew
upinsmall town, rural Colby, America, and con-
versely, Davidwasbornandraisedinlarge, met-
ropolitan, Berlin, Germany.

David speaksEnglishand, of course, isfluent
in German. Tracy, after one year of intense
schooling six hoursaday, isnow speaking Ger-
man and, of course, isfluent in English.

The two of them met in Canada about four
years ago while Tracy was living in Seattle. In
thebeginning, they had along-distancerel ation-
ship, but astimewent onthey decided they didn’t
wanttoliveapart. Sowhen Tracy graduatedfrom
the SeattleArt Institute, shetold usshewaspack-
ing up and heading for Germany. Gosh, that was
toughandyet | know itwastheright decisionfor
her and David.

It's been fun to hear about the differencesin
cultures and how they both are adapting.

Onething that David told Randy and | when
he came to Colby about two years ago was that
he loves America. Generally speaking, he said
Americanshavepositiveattitudesasopposedto
Germans, who hebelievesarerudeand negative
by nature.

Whilestayingin Colby, welearned how much
David loves American hamburgers. As aflight
attendant with Germany’s L ufthanza airline,
David travels all over the world, but when he
comesto America, hejust hasto have his ham-
burger quota.

Infact, Davidlikestogradehisfoodinrestau-
rants. In Colby, for example, he graded most of
our restaurantsintheA- to B-range. Nicetoknow
we are honor roll recipients.

Speaking of food, Tracy wassayingthat David
lovesto cook and they love“Thai” food. It just
seems odd to hear her say, “Mmmmmmmm”
referring to Coco milk, baby eggplants, sesame
sauce, fresh thai basil and coriander, which are
someingredientsfor Thai recipes. | don't even

| Patty Decker

e Deep
Thoughts

know what coriander is.

Asparaguswasanother thingthat shetoldme
peoplein Germany gocrazy over. What | learned
from her isthat when white asparagusisin sea-
son(maybeinthespring), peopleactually throw
“spargel” partiesand Germanrestaurantsincor-
porate this fresh asparagus into everything —
evenwinestorespost alist of the*best to drink
with asparagus.”

Six times in one month, she and David ate
asparagus, ham and potatoesand even traveled
45 milessouth of Berlinto Beelitz, also known
as" spargel country” togetthebest whiteaspara:
gusaround.

In addition to working for the airline, David
also helpsafriend out on Saturdays by selling
sausages at amarket.

Asfor Tracy, shetoo hasacoupleof jobswith
one of them fun, but stressful because of the
language barrier. Sheisworking at an upscale
French bakery, is involved with a market-re-
search company called Infratel and as a
freelance photographer taking picturesat wed-
dings, family gatheringsand shooting for some
advertising companies.

Sinceher degreeisin photography, sheisglad
to be keeping her skillsup eventhoughitsonly
onceinawhile.

She hasn't been at the bakery very long and
although the lady who interviewed her and
trained her said her Germanwasgood and noth-
ing she should worry about asahindrance, till
Tracy said there are days.

Some poor guy, shetold me, asked for anap-
kin and she said sheasked himif hewassitting

outside and gave him nothing. At first, she
thought he said thetablewasdirty. Seeing her
struggle, oneof Tracy’ sother customersseated
at the bar handed the other customer &
“servietten” or napkin. Shesaidit wasahum-
bling experience.

| al'so enjoy David's writing and conversa-
tions. Hereisoneexampleof hiswritingwhile
traveling and it was cute. He is talking about
taking atrip and hisexperienceat aspaduring
histime off. Hewrote:

Thetripinaold, veryold truck with a crazy
driving driver took an hour and half...passing
walking cows, littlevillages, dustand dirt, and
alot of mudbecauseof thenight rain. Thefarn
isalittle chill out place with different houses
whichlook likelittle temples. In the middle of
that place was a pool with gold fishes, little
rabbitsin cozy cages, ducks, chickens, it was
so peaceful.

Cultural changeshavebeentoughfor Tracy,
but shelovesher hushand and her second home.
Shedid makeaquick list of thingsshelikesanc
things she misses.

Shesaid:

—I like fresh bread from the bakery every-
day;

—I like all of the old buildings and beauti-
ful parks;

—I like the way | can get lost anywhere in
thecity andfind asubway station 10feet away;

—and, | still really liketheguy who drugme
here, so | will survive.

Asfor misses:

—I misswashing machines that don’t take
two hours;

—I misssafedriving conditions;

—I missthevoicesof English-speaking ac-
tors (they dub everything);

—but most of all, | missyou guys!

One last thing, for those who remember
Tracy, her and David'swedding pictureison
page5intoday’sedition.

Decker isthe editor of the Free Press. Her
column appearson Fridays.
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