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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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Mom defendsright to plan family

DEARABBY: My husbhand and
| arein our mid-30s, married 13
years. We have four wonderful
young sons, rangingin agefrom 11
to2,and|’ mexpectingour fifthand
final child.

Abby, youwould not believethe
number of people who feel freeto
make comments like, “You DO
know how to prevent pregnancy,
don’'t you?’ or begin to lecture me
about how muchit’sgoingtocost to
send them all to college.

| am a college graduate, with a
career that | loveandforwhichl am
well-paid. My husband isalso col-
|ege-educated and successfully self-
employed. Weareby nomeansshort
of money. | think these things get
said because we are perceived as
younger thanweactually are. (Peo-
ple often assumewe' rein our mid-
20s, but still it’srudeand oftentimes
hurtful.) Our children are healthy,
happy and well-cared-for.

Please give me some advice, be-
cause I’m about to lose it with the
next personwho sayssuchthingsto
me.

—MOM WHOLOVESA
LARGE FAMILY

DEAR MOM: Thereisnoend
of presumptuous commentsthat
people make, trying to be funny,
trying to be “ helpful” or simply
out of intrusiveness. Rather than
losing your temper, try tohandle
them with humor. For those
“wits” who say, “You DO know
how to prevent pregnancy, don’t
you?” smileandreply,“ Of cour se
wedo, but our dream hasalways
been to have a large family.”
(What arethey goingtotell you—
that you'rewrong?) And to the
per sonwholecturesyou about the
cost of higher education, give a
wink and grin, and say, “ Thanks
for pointing that out. When the
time comes, we'll hit you up for a
loan.”

DEARABBY: |l amal4-year-old
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East dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

Abigail
Van Buren

girl whose father is an alcohalic.
Dad needshelp, but hedoesn’twant
togetit. I’ mvery sad and depressed
that my dad isalwaysdrinking.

My mother has decided to move
away withmy littlebrother and me.
She saysit’'sfor our own good be-
cause she doesn’t want usto suffer
what shedidwhenshewasachild. |
understand and agree with her, but
what isDad goingtodoif weleave
him?Ishegoingtodrink morethan
healready does?Ishegoingtodie?
Please help me.

— SCARED ABOUT DAD,
PATERSON, N.J.

DEAR SCARED: When you,
your brother and your mother
leave, your father will comeface-
to-facewithwhat hisaddictionto
alcohol hascost him. | can’'t pre-
dict what hisreaction will be. On
theonehand, hemaydrink more.
Ontheother, it could betheshock
heneedstopropel himintosobri-
ety.

Of onethingl am sure: At 14, it
should not beyour responsibility
to“save’ your father. Only hecan
dothat. | hopethat onceyou are
all resettled, your mother will help
you and your brother tojoin
Alateen. Alateen is an interna-
tional group that was started in
1957toprovidesupporttoyoung
peoplelikeyou, whoseliveshave
been affected by someone else’s
drinking.Onceyou attend ameet-
ing, youwill find you havealot in
common with everyoneyou meet
there. To find out more about
them, visit www.al-anon.al ateen-
.0rg.

DEARABBY: What doyouthink

e Dear Abby

about churchleadership (theminis-
ter and board of trustees) whowoul o
invite the congregation to an after-
noon meeting in the sanctuary to
addressaconflict between members
and leadership, and thenturn off the
air conditioning for the meeting in
sweltering 100-plus degree heat?
— JUSTWONDERINGIN
DALLAS
DEAR WONDERING: They
may havebeenimplyingwhat you
could expect if you didn’t come
around totheir way of thinking.

DEARABBY: How long shoulc
people be expected to keep school
memorabilia, baby albums, child-
hood scrapbooks, etc? My husband
and | recently moved to a smaller
home and down-sized our belong-
ings. | disposed of almost all of the
memorabilia. None of it had been
looked atinat least 35 years.

There are no albums of my hus-
band. They could still be at his par-
ents' house fi- or maybe there are
none.

My mother is so angry over this
she’s ready to disown me. Why
would | keep those things, since |
have no oneto passthem on to and
they arejust taking up room? Your
opinion, please.

— CINCINNATI READER

DEAR READER: Obviously,
theitemsyouthrew away had sen-
timental valuetosomeone—your
mother. Becausetherewere pre-
sumably pictures of other rela-
tivesin those albums, it would
have been a kindnessto have of-
fered them to thoserelatives —
including your mother — rather
than just throwing them away.

Family Circus « Bil Keane
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Opening lead — seven of clubs.
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CORRECT ME IF I'M
WRONG, SAL, BUT THE
FREEZER'S SUPPOSED TO
STORE ICE CREAM AS
A SOLID, RIGHT2 g

NOW MAKE AWISTH

AND BLONOUT
HOUR CANAETH!
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: IF EVERYBODY’S
HALF-BAKED IDEAS CAUSE YOU TO GET ILL, I
GUESS YOU HAVE NOTION SICKNESS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals E

L GIVE
BLOOD EVERY
YEAR SO THE
HOSPITALS HAVE
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“What happens if you run out?”

! Crossword
The best pl ayers often dlsa.gree on how ACROSS 41 By DOWN 16 Feedbag
tobidorplay ahand. Butthatisperhapsall 1 “Humbug”  wayof, 1 Emerirs bit
to the good, since thislack of unanimity 4 Rarfca"v 43 g;ief_lyht ) gxpletﬁve 20 Very dry,
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H B uages prop oras ever-
Ied another dll amonq and so scored nine 5y ong 56 Have after borate
tricks consisting of five hearts, three dia- loose bills 15-Across 34 Cough-
mondsand aclub. overcoat 57 Conclude 10 From the syrup
X . 24 Cruise 58 Eyelid top ingredient
When Pierre Jaisand Roger Trezel held the 'Net woes 11 Individ- 37 Armed
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Againaclubwasled by West and won office 51 Scepter
with the queen, but here declarer playeda 38 Warsaw's 52 Seesaw
. land quorum
low spadefromdummy at trick two. Bobby (Abbr.) 53 Never-
Wolff (East) rushed up with the ace and 40 Sprite theless
1 2 3 4 5 [} 7 8 9 10 |11

returned a club, and South quickly went
down onefor acombined lossto France of
700 points.

It seems clear that the French declarer
misplayed the hand. True, he would have
succeeded had West held the ace of spades
instead of East— roughly a50-50 chance.
But asagainst that possibility, Goldman’s
method of play would bring homethecon-
tract if he either found East with the king
of diamondsor West withtheaceof spades
— roughly a3-to-1 shot in hisfavor.

Tomorrow: What can defeat me?
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