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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

What Can Defeat Me?
It took North-South only four bids to arrive at their best

contract. South’s five-notrump bid was the Grand Slam
Force, asking North to bid seven spades if he held two of
the three top trump honors, and North, of course, com-
plied.

Though South’s bidding was first-rate, his play of the
hand was not. After giving the matter only superficial
thought, he won the club lead with dummy’s ace and dis-
carded a heart. He then drew two rounds of trumps and
cashed the ace of diamonds. When West showed out,
South had no way to avoid a diamond loser and so went
down one.

Declarer’s downfall occurred when, immediately upon
seeing dummy, he assumed there was nothing at all to the
play. He did not follow the tried-and-true procedure of
stopping to ask himself whether there was any lie of the
cards that could possibly jeopardize the contract. Had he
done so, he would have realized that if either opponent
held all four missing diamonds — a 10 percent chance —
he would have a serious problem.

To cater to that possibility — slim as it was — South
should have discarded a diamond on the ace of clubs, in-
stead of a heart. After cashing the A-Q of trumps, he would
then cash a high diamond. If both opponents followed suit,
the battle would be over, since the heart loser could then
be discarded on one of dummy’s good diamonds.

But if, as in the actual case, either opponent showed out
on the first diamond, declarer could next cash his other
two diamonds, cross to dummy with a trump and ruff a
diamond. He would then re-enter dummy with a trump to
discard his heart loser on the ten of diamonds and so make
the grand slam.

 Road Map to Winning Defense
The opportunity for a suit-preference signal comes up

more often than one might think. And, when it does, it can
be employed with devastating effect.

Consider this deal where South was in five diamonds.
He naturally had visions of a slam after his partner opened
the bidding and raised diamonds. But the Blackwood re-
sponse of five diamonds, showing only one ace, put a
quick end to South’s ambitions.

West led his singleton club. East had no trouble diag-
nosing the lead as a singleton, not only because West had
led dummy’s suit, but also because the four was the low-
est club and would not have been led if West had held, say,
the 7-4. (In that case, West would have led the seven.)

Declarer played the queen from dummy, and on it East
played the jack! This was a suit-preference signal intended
to indicate that East had an entry in spades.

Accordingly, when declarer led a diamond from
dummy at trick two, West took the ace and returned a
spade. East won with the ace and returned a club roughed
by West, and South went down one.

It will be noted that without East’s suit-preference sig-
nal, West would have had to guess whether to lead a spade
or a heart after he took the ace of diamonds. If he had cho-
sen a heart, South would have made the contract.

The convention is easy enough to use. When the po-
tential for a ruff exists, the play of an unnecessarily high
card in the suit led indicates an entry in the higher-rank-
ing of the two side suits. (There are always only two suits
to consider, since the trump suit and the suit to be ruffed
do not count.)

In the same way, the play of a low card indicates an entry
in the lower-ranking suit. Thus, if East had held the ace of
hearts instead of the ace of spades, he would have played
the two of clubs on the opening lead to direct West to the
winning defense.

Tomorrow: A tactical maneuver.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott


