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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

MOM, COULD | HAVE SOME
MONEY FOR LUNCHZ '~

THERE'S ALL KINDS OF
SUFF IN THE FRIDGE.,

WELCOME TO
"RICE 18 NICE!" _
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BUT THEYRE MAKING CHICKEN
WRAPS IN THE CAFETERIA
—AND | LOVE CHICKEN
WRAPS!

E- HAVE
PITA BREAD, WE HAVE

THE COOKING SHOW WHERE
ALL WE COOK IS RICE...
ON EVERY SHOW. ..

BLT ITS NOT THE
SAAAME. I WHEN
SOMEONE ELSE
MAKES THEM, THEY
TASTE S0 MUCH

BETTER/
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£ 15 TUAT SOUNDS LIKE
3| UNDERSTOOD?!| SOMEONE

2 COLLDP LSE A
g CHEESEBURGER

V' 1o Lke A
BOTTLE OF
RED WINE AND

IM IN A HURRY,
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Iz HATE iT
WHEN HE

SAYS THAT)

-pensesal sbu pHOM

I'VE GOT A CRUSH ON A NEW GIRL

AT SCHOOL, AND [ THINK
SHe LIKES ME, TOO
BN “ :
j )

~

SHE WORKS
PART-TIME
AT A BAKERY
AFTER SCHOOL

YEP! SHE
SMELLS LIKE
CINNAMON

THE MEN ARE
ACTUALLY LISTENING
TO THE GENERAL'S
SPEECH

MAYBE ..,

<]

OR ELSE
THEY'RE WATCHING
MISS BUXLEY

T LIKE ¥R
SHIRT, JEREMY.
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Cryptoquip
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(WHY DO WE HAVE TO GO SHOPPING FOR
A NEW FRIDGEZ CAN'T WE JUST REPAIR
'
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A BEAR WERE
ALLOWED TO PREPARE COFFEE OR TEA,
COULD YOU THEN SAY HE WAS BRUIN?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals H

BECAUSE [T'S
ACTUALLY CHEAPER 3
TO PURCHASE A NEW
APPLIANCE THAN FIX

AN ANCIENT ONE.

¥ THAT ARGUMENT DIDN'T,
WORK FOR OUR MAC. / THE COMPUTER’S
=1 NOT BROKEN, AND
YOU ONLY NEeD
SO MUCH POWER
"PITFALL.
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BHZE PGNUVFOB GZ LQF

GNLVHEF OGGDHZY HZ.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: LATELY, THE FARMER
IS WORRYING A LOT MORE OFTEN. HE HAS
MANY GROWING CONCERNS,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals U

Crossword
ACROSS 36 Jel-O 2 Sticky 23 Pugilism
1 Onin form stuff venue
years 37 Hoedown 3 Shade 24 Emulated
5 With seating? provider Johnny
8-Across, 38 Depart- 4 Bore Apple-
Inge play ment more seed
8 See 41 Endofa 5 Group of 26 Hit pay
5-Across “Sesame quail dirt
12 Portrayal Street” 6 Work with 27 Do
13 Superla- lesson 7 Ecdysiast surveil-
tive 42 Mimic 8 Diagonal lance
ending 43 Acquire spars on
14 Walt 48 Sound of 9 “Wind 28 Farm
Kelly a large in the fraction
comic bell Willows” 29 Dregs
15 Visit 49 Mauna — character 31 Old
casually 50 Yuletide 10 Shrek is portico
17 Excep- refrain one 34 Become
tional 51 Poker 11 Verse known
18 Stipend stake 16 Erstwhile 35 Stupe-
19 In the 52 Dozens acorn fying
same of mos. 20 Insensi- 37 “See ya”
place 53 Alumnus tive one 38 Ali—
(Lat.) 21 Pharma- 39 Word
21 “10” star DOWN ceutical often
24 Lady 1 Lob’s 22 Modern following
Macbeth’s path money “once”
haunter 40 Land-
25 Devasta- Solution time: 21 mins. lord’s due
tion Pl TT~AJo] 41 Grand
26 Flip JI NN opening
30 Grecian Z . CS) va : day?
vessel 44 “— the
31 Norton’s ; CL)VS\, kjl E iT-S fields we
work- GIL|IE TIHIA]I go, L7
place E|L|E E[L[F| 45 Neither
32 Blackjack I EICIT mate
part i : k M 46 Afternoon
33 Aggres— TTolN £ social
sive one [E[NID 7| 47 See
35 Tragic Yesterday’s answer 11-8 1-Across
3 g [10 [11

ACROSS 37 Take the 58 Pigpen 20 Mexican
1 What the wheel 59 Harvest War
rat in 38 Metal president
Jack’s refuse DOWN 22 Sported
house ate 39 Grant’s 1 Sitcom 23 Whimsical
5 Omega foe set in Asia 25 Past
preceder 41 Plumbing 2 Eastern 26 Intimidate
8 Not up yet problem potentate 27 Reinvest
12 Screen- 43 Sam — 3 Observe 29 Pinnacle
writer belt 2/297 31 Meadow
James 46 Pictorial 4 Mormon 32 Follow
13 Took off poser church relent-
14 Challenge 50 Jeans- 5 For lessly
15 St. maker 6 Pouch 34 “Big
Patrick’s Strauss 7 Cartoon- Brother”
Day 51 Saturday ist’'s host Julie
symbol Evening supply 38 Spit
17 Sigmund Post 8 Legend- in the
Freud’s cover ary food
daughter artist firefighter 40 “Dallas”
18 Pleased 54 Arabian Red surname
19 Added gulf 9 Wad 42 Actress
alcohol 55 “— 10 Sea flyer Joan
21 Lascivious Town” 11 Out of Van —
24 Bobby of 56 Sicilian play 43 Spill the
hockey spouter 16 End of a beans
25 Estate 57 McEnroe Salinger 44 Start
measure competitor title over
28 Exam Solution time: 21 mins. 45 Piccadilly
format ATGIEID statue
30 Of long R|O[L E' 47 — noire
standing |C[O]|M[E|O (bugaboo)
33 Moo — -i A 48 Radius’s
gai pan £l neighbor
34 Bunch of 49 Rebuff a
nonsense masher
35 DiCaprio, 52 Chic no
to fans more
36 Pussy- (3 53 Turn on
cat’s D the water-
partner Yesterday’s answer 11-9 works
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Bridge

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
dAKI2
¥854
106432
& A
WEST EAST
» 86 ®» 5
¥J10732 ¥Q9
* — ®J987
$+QJI88742 $+K 109653
SOUTH
®Q109743
YAKEG6
®*AKQS5
»
The bidding:
South West North East
1 & Pass 3 Pass
5NT Pass 7 »
Opening lead — queen of clubs.
What Can Defeat M e?

Ittook North-Southonly four bidstoarriveat their best
contract. South’sfive-notrump bid was the Grand Slam
Force, asking North to bid seven spadesif he held two of
the three top trump honors, and North, of course, com-
plied.

Though South’sbidding wasfirst-rate, hisplay of the
hand was not. After giving the matter only superficial
thought, hewontheclublead withdummy’saceanddis-
carded a heart. He then drew two rounds of trumps and
cashed the ace of diamonds. When West showed out,
South had no way to avoid adiamond loser and so went
down one.

Declarer’sdownfall occurredwhen,immediately upon
seeing dummy, heassumedtherewasnothing at all tothe
play. He did not follow the tried-and-true procedure of
stopping to ask himself whether there was any lie of the
cardsthat could possibly jeopardizethe contract. Had he
done so, he would have realized that if either opponent
held all four missing diamonds— a10 percent chance—
hewould have aserious problem.

To cater to that possibility — slim asit was— South
should havediscarded adiamond onthe ace of clubs, in-
stead of aheart. After cashingtheA-Q of trumps, hewould
thencashahighdiamond. If both opponentsfollowed suit,
the battlewould be over, since the heart loser could then
bediscarded on one of dummy’sgood diamonds.

Butif, asintheactual case, either opponent showed out
on thefirst diamond, declarer could next cash his other
two diamonds, cross to dummy with atrump and ruff 2
diamond. Hewouldthenre-enter dummy withatrumpto
discard hisheart | oser ontheten of diamondsand so make
thegrand slam.

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
o o
Y05
Q1052
+dAKQI883
WEST EAST
S 107652 dAT43
¥J10863 ¥9742
® A6 ¢ 8
o 4 ] 1062
SOUTH
dPK QS8
¥ AK
®KJO9743
75
The bidding:
North East South West
1 & Pass 1 e Pass
2@ Pass 4 NT Pass
5@

Opening lead — four of clubs.

Road Map toWinning Defense

Theopportunity for asuit-preferencesignal comesup
moreoftenthanonemight think. And, whenit does, it can
be employed with devastating effect.

Consider thisdeal where Southwasin fivediamonds.
Henaturally hadvisionsof aslamafter hispartner openec
thebidding and rai sed diamonds. But the Blackwood re-
sponse of five diamonds, showing only one ace, put &
quick end to South’sambitions.

West led hissingleton club. East had no trouble diag-
nosing thelead asasingleton, not only because West hac
led dummy’ ssuit, but a so because thefour wasthelow-
est clubandwould not havebeenledif West had held, say,
the 7-4. (Inthat case, West would have led the seven.)

Declarer played thequeenfrom dummy, and onit East
playedthejack! Thiswasasuit-preferencesignal intended
toindicate that East had an entry in spades.

Accordingly, when declarer led a diamond from
dummy at trick two, West took the ace and returned &
spade. East wonwiththeaceand returned aclubroughed
by West, and South went down one.

Itwill benoted that without East’ ssuit-preferencesig-
nal, West would havehad to guesswhether tolead aspade
or aheart after hetook theaceof diamonds. I f hehad cho-
sen aheart, South would have made the contract.

The convention is easy enough to use. When the po-
tential for aruff exists, the play of an unnecessarily high
card inthesuit led indicates an entry in the higher-rank-
ing of thetwo sidesuits. (Therearea waysonly two suits
to consider, since the trump suit and the suit to be ruffed
do not count.)

Inthesameway, theplay of alow cardindicatesanentry
inthelower-rankingsuit. Thus, if East had held theaceof
heartsinstead of the ace of spades, hewould have playec
thetwo of clubson the opening lead to direct West to the
winning defense.

Tomorrow: A tactical maneuver.
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“Do those clouds have rain in them,
or are they empty?”
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“Thanks, Grandma, but we had lunch
a few whiles ago.”




