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make the choice

It's no surprise many Kansas students are discussing intelligent
design.

Young, curious mindsareinterested, asthey should be, inissues
of theday. That includesdebateover an effort by Kansas StateBoard
of Education membersto addintelligent designto scienceteachings.

Intelligent design, based on the belief that lifeistoo complex to
have been created solely by natural processes and without divine
intelligence, is an idea worthy of wonder and discussion — espe-
cially at church and home.

Debatein Kansas, however, centersonwhether intelligent design
belongsinthepublic school sciencecurriculumalongsidethetheory
of evolution, the cornerstone of modern biology.

Inpublicschools, discussionsof intelligent design and other reli-
giousbeliefsmay have aplacein history, philosophy, comparative
religion or even political science classes.

But conservative BOE membersaredeterminedtointerjectintel-
ligent design into the science curriculum, even though it’s not sci-
ence. ...

The new standards would go into effect in the 2007 school year.
That could makeconservatives effort moot, asin 1999—2000, when
BOE conservatives struck referencesto evolution and anew board
seated the following year rightly reversed that move.

Four of the six current conservative board members... are up for
re—election in November 2006.

Meanwhile, local school boardswould beleft to addresswhether
to teach the new standards, should thisweek’svote go as expected.

Eventhough standardsarethebasisfor stateassessment tests, local
districtsshoul d separatethemsel vesfromthepoliticsof BOE right—
wingersintent onincluding religion in the science curriculum.

Districtshavearesponsibility todowhat’sbest for their students,
includingthosewhowant careersin healthand other fieldsthat draw
onthehiological sciences.

That iswhy districts should support the current science curricu-
lumthat gives studentsthe background they need to succeedin col-
lege and thework force.

The Garden City Telegram

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail jvannostrand@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nw
kansas.com.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 email: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-

7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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Page after page of perfection

Ifitisnotonevery coffeetablein Colby, along
with aFreePress, it should be.

A few years ago, my uncle suggested | read
“Great Plains’ by lan Frazier. Frazier, from the
East Coast, wassofascinated by the Great Plains
portion of America, he just got in his car and
droveout, toured theareaand wroteabout al most
everything he saw and experienced.

| received “ Great Plains” as a Christmas gift
in 2002 and | had it finished by the following
February, which is fast for my reading habits.
Frazier brilliantly combined history, legend and
culture of the area and topped it off with occa-
sional humor. Thatiswhy | couldn’t putitdown.

Frazier defined the Great Plains as the area
fromthe Rocky M ountainsstretching east tothe
100th meridian of longitude. On a map of the
United States draw a straight line, north and
south, at Norton. What you see between the
mountainsand that lineisthe Great Plains.

According to Frazier’s historical research,
bankswere cautiousof lending money to home-
steadersin the Great Plains because of the high
risk for alack of moisture, which meansfarmers
may not have enough of acrop to pay back the
|oan. Theclimate doeshaveitsadvantage, how-
ever tenuous. Thefederal government choseto
build nuclear missile silosin the Great Plains
becausethelow humidity won't damagetheel ec-
trical componentsin the bombs.

Frazier also tries to right the wrongs in the
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Great Plains.

Thephrase*” gettheheck out of Dodge” rel ates
to Dodge City’shistory of shoot-outsand mur-
der. Frazier said the town doesn’t deserve the
reputation. During Dodge’ heydaysin the late
1800s, there were more murdersin New York
City than Dodge City, but Dodge City’scrimes
were more dramatized. Frazier makes several
other referencesto Kansas, including Oberlin.

When, orif,youread"” Great Plains,” youmay
come across areferenceto whereyou have ac-
tually been.

Hementioned L ast Chance, Colo., atiny spot
rightfully named. Wife Jennifer and | had our
engagement picture taken near Last Chance.
With permission from the property owner, we
used an abandoned, wore out farm house as
background. It wasanicetouch. We could hear
nearby cattlebell owing asthephotographer was
posing us.

Maybe because | grew up inthe Great Plains

thebook had sentimental valuefor me. Maybe
becauseFrazier treated theareaand the peopl €
in hisbook direct and with respect that | con-
nected withhim. Hewould gototown celebra-
tionsand meet the people. I’ stoo bad, so many
factionsintoday’smainstream mediaare usu-
ally the punch line of jokesand insults.

A sports editor | worked with in lowa was
fromOverland Park. When | told himabout my
new job in Colby, he joked, “John, I'm from
metro Kansas City. I’ m not supposed to know
anything about western Kansas.”

He was only kidding, but hinted that west-
ern Kansasisforgotten by peopleinother parts
of the state.

That comment reminded me of a church-
youth meeting Jennifer had in her hometown
of Seibert when shewasin high school. Some
of those kidswere from Boulder, that hip col-
legecity northof Denver. Jennifer said onepeer
was surprised there were compact discs in
Seibert sinceit wassofar away fromanything.
So naive.

Frazier’ sbook will hopefully helptherest of
the nation better understand our environment
and personality.

“Great Plains’ isavail ableat Pioneer Memo-
rial Library.

John VanNostrandispublisher of the Col by
Free Press. He can be reached at
jvannostrand@nwkansas.com

Who’s to blame?

L eaders of the Democratic Party in both
housesof Congressareunderstandably upset at
the nomination of Samuel J. Alito, Jr. tofill the
Supreme Court seat being vacated by Justice
SandraDay O’ Connor.

Alitois, after al, the anathemaof al that the
modern liberal embraces. He is conservative,
intelligent and possessed of atrait becoming
more uncommon every day common sense.

Of course, hewill bevilified for some of his
rulings, not becausethey arewrong constitution-
ally, or even morally when onelooks at the en-
tire case, but becausethey are not politically in
line with the “mainstream” which presumably
includestheA-list celebritiesat aK ennedy com-
pound cocktail party.

L essunderstandably, however, isthe dismay
expressed by liberal Democrats, including Sen-
ateMinority Leader Harry Reid, at thenomina-
tion. They feign confusionabout thewithdrawal
of Harriet Miers and wring their proverbial
handsover thesudden Jekyll and Hydetransfor-
mation by the White House.

Folks, someone who was really that naive
couldn’t get elected asdogcatcher inMayberry.

Comparisons have been made to the conser-
vative reaction to Miers and the liberal pattern
of stonewalling judges, but the complaint
doesn’'t hold water.

The reality is those conservatives who op-
posed Miersdid so based on her experienceand
qualifications, not her ideology.

By the way, this religious conservative dis-
agrees with that assessment. | think her lack of
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judicial experienceand theconsequential good-
old-boy attitudemight havebeenrefreshing and
made for some better decisions.

In fact, there was a substantial minority of
eventhereligiousright who accepted her. Even
themost liberal pressreportedit, yetinthewake
of Miers, withdrawal both politiciansand pun-
ditsontheleft seemto havedevel oped sel ective
amnesia.

Thereality isPresident GeorgeW. Bushwent
out on alimb to givethe Senate Democratsthe
most pal atablecandidatehecouldand still main-
tain hisown principles and they snubbed him.

The president spent a great deal of political
capital and alienated a number of his support-
ershy putting Miersupinstead of someonelike
Alitoin the first place and the disarray of the
usually solid conservativeblock gavethe Demo-
cratsthe best chance they will get until at least
20009.

Yet, they squandered it. They sat on their
hands and ignored the best choice they were
goingtoget fromthisconservativepresident. Of
course, now that sheisgone, somehavejumped
onthequalificationsbandwagon, but aJohnny-

come-lately horn alwaysrings hollow.

To cap it off, Democratic leaders have the
audacity towonder why thepresident hasall but
ignored them in nominating aman who is both
extremely qualified andideol ogically conserva-
tive.

Make no mistake; Alito’s competenceis at
least ashig asticking point ashisheliefs. [twill
be very hard to break the “gang of 14" in the
Senate who stopped the previous filibuster/
nuclear option nonsense unless something in
Alito’srecordindicatesmorethansimply acon-
servative bent.

My commentson Miersnotwithstanding, I’ m
enjoying theAlito nomination. His philosophy
ismuch more conservative, like my own, and |
think he will make a fine addition to Justices
Scaliaand Thomasaswell asChief Justice Rob-
erts.

Liberals, however, areprobably not enjoying
his nomination as much. They need to remem-
ber, however, their ownrolein all this.

If their worst fears cometrue and Alito casts
the deciding vote overturning Roe v. Wade
(whichwill not stopabortioninAmerica, inspite
of all therhetoric from both sides) they need tc
remember they could have stopped it.

All they had to do wasbuild aconsensusbut,
like children who want or nothing, they chose
to do nothing.

Now they arethrowing atantrum.

Jay Kelleyisalocal minister and writer who
speakshismindfromtimetotime. Hise-mail is:
jkelley@st-tel.net.
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