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Barnett picks

running mate

in GOP race

TOPEKA (AP)— Sen. JimBar-
nett has picked Sen. Susan Wagle
ashisrunning matein hisbhidtobe
the Republican gubernatorial no-
mineefacing Democrat Gov. Kath-
leen Sebelius.

Barnett, anEmporiaphysician,is
running in the Aug. 1 primary
against House Speaker Doug
Mays, of Topeka; former House
Speaker Robin Jennison, of Healy;
and two lesser-known candidates.
It'sthefirsttimeinat least two de-
cades that two senators have been
on aticket for governor.

Neither Mays nor Jennison has
announced arunning mate.

Wagle, 52, of Wichita, wasfirst
elected senator in 2000 and was a
Housemember for adecadebefore
that. She's known for embracing
conservative causes, but Barnett
said he didn’t pick her to cut into
Mays' conservativebase.

“Thisisaticketforall Kansans,”
Barnett said.

Barnett said oneof histoppriori-
tiesisto bring jobsto the state.

“ Sheisrespected by thebusiness
community and has national con-
nections that will help us bring
businessto thisstate,” hesaid. “A
big part of her job isworking with
me on how we can grow the eco-
nomy of Kansas.”

“Jim and | are in fundamental
agreement onthebigissuesaffect-
ing this state, on the need to get
K an<as movina forward ”
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