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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Crossword
ACROSS 41 Ray’s 2 Summer- 21 Energy
1 Twangy longtime time 22 “Go,
6 —de partner cooler team!”
deux 43 Pantheon 3 Cat 24 Roulette
9 Perfor- member breed bet
mance 44 Boxer 4 Re planes 26 Motor
12 Farewell Barkley 5 Has an 28 Hiawa-
13 Comedian 45 Infraction intense tha’s
Philips 47 Husky’s craving transport
14 Born home? 6 Pre-euro 30 Scepter
15 Anjou and 49 Terra — Spanish topper
Bosc 52 Writer money 32 Got a
16 If’s said to Buscaglia 7 Eastern glimpse
be golden 53 Throw bigwig of
18 Norman into the 8 Costa 33 Exces-
Bates’s mix del — sively
alter ego 54 Anne or 9 Cancel 34 Timetable
20 Destroy Calvin 10 Beany’s abbr.
21 Grand —, 55 Screw up pal 36 Rub
N.S. 56 ltsy-bitsy 11 Itsy-bitsy the
23 Ready to 57 How one 17 It'll get wrong
go says the lead way
24 Series of “alas” out 38 Super-
tennis 19 Conversa- market
shots DOWN tion section
25 Facility 1 Siesta piece? 39 Less
27 Velcro drenched
forerunner Solution time: 25 mins. 40 Strike-
29 Coal-tar B PlE|D negotia-
chemical Y L{1]E tion
31 Christmas B s faction
carol S s 42 Supports
opener p[p|s] alc|s| 45 Linger
35Reacttoa:CE>iC iﬁi 46 Pop
pun choice
37 Laugh-a- MRY[O M 48 Uncul-
minute I[RIA[N L|E tured
type TIA[C|T o|L] 50 Upto
38 Extem- EILIKIS EIP] 51 Wool
porize Yesterday’s answer 11-11 quantity?
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I'D BETTER
CONFISCATE
T

SHOULD WE
DRINK ITOR
TURN IT IN2

WE FOUND
A BOTTLE
OF SCOTCH
OUTsIPE,
CAPTIN

VOCABLLARY

THAT'S WHY HE'S A%Ergf
THE CAPTAIN...BETTER N
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(ALL RIGHT, WE'RE DOWN TC THESE TWO
MODELS. WHICH FRIDGE IS
BEST FOR US2

(

YOU'VE CHOSEN A GREAT FRIDGE. I'M
SURE YOU'LL BE VERY

Cryptoquip
MC GBL UKDDHIHS YB AH

YUHTH VUHI EBQHBIH'E
THKFFG QKS, VBLFS GBL
AH MI YUH FMIH BC MTH?

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A CARTOONIST
GIVES A CHARACTER WAY TOO MANY DETALLS,
ONE MIGHT CALL IT OVERDRAWN.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals Y

WELL, DO WE WANT %

WHAT DO You )STORAGE SPACE OR
e ONE WITH LOWER

NOW, OF COURSE
YOU'LL ALSO WANT
TO BUY OUR STORE’S
THREE-YEAR
WARRANTY, RIGHT2

YOU'D PREFER

ONE WITH MORE IF I MADE THE Yéﬁ* %lﬁ%
DECISION, HUH2 ‘ -
E l IRY
ENERGY COSTS2 She
N ’,“ 7,
WHAT DO ‘ |
YOU THINKZ
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SURE! AND WHILE WE'RE WASTING
MONEY, LET'S ALSO INSTALL A REAR
SPOILER AND KC HILITES.
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ACROSS 39 Agts. 3 H.S. 18 Work unit

1 Glossy 40 Melody subject 21 Rounded

6 Loved 42 Saucy 4 Paradise mass
ones 43 Pub order 5 Short 23 Lively

11 Fracas 44 Tire liturgical dance

12 Overly pattern prayer 25 Succumb
decorated 46 Okla- 6 Two- to gravity

14 Hang in homa city wheeled 27 Tin Man’s
there 47 ldentify carriage need

15 Mary 49 Barb 7 Ontario’s 29 Singed
Ann’s 51 Reserva- neighbor 31 Conscrip-
hutmate tion 8 Political tion

16 “A Chorus structure author 32 Cameo
Line” 52 Done by Coulter carving
song sight 9 Old- 33 First

17 Family 53 Palm leaf clothes game
member 54 Insurrec- dealer of the

19 Mal de — tionist 10 Brosnan’s season

20 Ignore TV 34 Deadlock
coldly DOWN sleuth 36 Darwin’s

22 Historic 1 Climb, 11 Flounder ship
period ina through 37 Severe

23 Big wind way water experi-

24 Injections, 2 TV 13 Blun- ence
for short schedule dered 38 White-

26 Creaked water
under the Solution time: 27 mins. investiga-
strain tor

28 Resinous 41 Barber-
sub- shop
stance need

30 Rock 44 Adoles-
group, — cent
Tuesday 45 “Monop-

31 Reason oly” pair
to ration 48 Mailing

35 Timber addr.
wolves 50 Gist
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LMIK QVII UJBC UFREFWRIJ

HSJT AJSQ QMFSSIBIO,

H SFPI] HS CVE'O MFUI

WBIFPHKA KJZQ.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [F YOU HAPPENED TO
BE THERE WHEN SOMEONE'S REALLY MAD,
WOULD YOU BE IN THE LINE OF IRE?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals T

Family Circus =« Bill Keane

Bridge (Bidding Quiz)

Your right-hand opponent deals
and bids Three Clubs, both sides vul-
nerable. What action (if any) would
you take with each of the following
five hands?

[LAKQI3WAIEL ¢ AJ62 & 7

2.6Q94 9 AJ ¢ AKQ973 & K8

3.4KQII6S2Y 8¢ AQJ4 &3

4, ®KIBS Y AT2 ¢ A98 & Q92

5. # AK729 AQJ92 ¢ KQJ3 & —

k%

1. Double. The double of apre-emptive bid is prima-
rily for takeout. Partner may passif hethinksit besttoplay
for penalties, but usually herespondsin hislongest suit.
Itistruethat you have only 15 pointsin high cards anc
areforcing partner to respond at thethreelevel, but it is
not overly optimistic to assume partner has support for
oneof your threesuits, whichincreasestheval ue of your
hand. Of course, thereis some element of danger in bid-
ding over threeclubs, but it would be more dangerousto
pass.
2. Three notrump. To merely overcall with three dia-
monds would be a distinct underbid, and to double for
takeout would also be unsound because of your lack of
support for the major suits. With eight probabletricksin
your hand, the best shot isthree notrump.

Thereis an element of risk here also, but as the chief
purpose of apre-emptive bid isto makelifedifficult for
the opponents when they have the better hands, it is not
surprising that any bidyou make carriessomeelement of
danger.

3. Four spades. Partner needs very little for this con-
tract to come home, and it would be unduly pessimistic
on your part to assumethat partner can’t supply the mo-
dicumof helpyouneed. Anovercall of threespadeswould
show alesser hand — for example, the same hand with
oneless spade and one more heart or club. Three spades
wouldmerely invitepartner tobid, andyou should not risk
apasswith ahand aspromising asthisone.

4. Pass. Thismay seem conservative, since you have
thevaluesfor an opening bid, but thelevel at whichyou
must competeistoo highto justify any action other than
apass. Todoublefor takeoutisvery dangerous, sinceyou
lack the high cards and distribution to support aforceg
responsefrom partner. Youmight easily incur adisastrous
penalty if you caught partner with apoor hand.

5. Four clubs. Youcan't play thishandinlessthangame,
and the best way of letting partner know thisis by
cuebidding theopponent’ ssuit, asking partner to choose
asuit. The cuebid is preferable to adouble because you
ought not run the risk of partner’s passing three clubs
doubled, which is one of his options. The cuebid is re-
served for hands of overwhelming strength.

Tomorrow: The power of along suit.
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South dcalcer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
“®» 53
¥YAKO9
® Q83
*+K Qo982
WEST EAST
»® A JI1096 ®» Q842
YOQJI083 v 74
® 72 ® 65
o* 5 ] 10743
SOUTH
“®» K 7
Y652
®*AKIJ1094
*® A 6
The bidding:
South West North East
1 & 1 o 2 e Pass
3 & Pass 3 v Pass
3 NT Pass 5 e Pass
6 @
Opening lead — queen of hearts.

ThePower of aL ong Suit

Some hands are more difficult to play than others, but
even on the “toughies’ one can frequently find the right
answer by expending abit of extraenergy.

Assume you're in six diamonds and West |eads the
queen of hearts, which you win with the king. You play
theA-Jof trumpsand continuewiththeA-6 of clubs. When
West showsout onthesecond club, your primary hopeof
making the slam is suddenly dashed, since you cannot
establish an extraclub trick in dummy.

Assuming West hasthe ace of spadesfor hisovercall,
thesituationlookshopel essuntil yourealizethatif healso
holdsthe J-10 of hearts, you can put him under very se-
verepressure. Accordingly, after cashingtheK-Qof clubs
and discarding aheart, you play three moretrumps, pro-
ducing thisposition:

North
S53
HA9

HJ10

When you now lead your last trump, West, who can-
not affordto part withaheart, discardsthejack of spades.
Youthereupondiscard aheart fromdummy and play alow
spade.

West winswiththeace, and you maketheslam by tak-
ing the last two tricks with the ace of hearts and king of
spades.

Apparently, themoral, if thereisone, isthat ahandthat
isdifficult to play may be even more difficult for an op-
ponent to defend if you can find away to turn his assets
against him.
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“Let’s go ask Mommy for
an ice cream cone.”
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“l wonder if God ever counts
how many trees he’s made.”




