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Veterans Day note
to our children

By Rep. Jerry Moran

One year ago thisweek, Kansas experienced a great |0ss astwo
KansanswerekilledintheWar inlrag. Sergeant First ClassClinton
Wisdom and Sergeant Don Clary were the first Kansas Army Na-
tional Guard soldiersto diein combat sincethe Vietnam War.

Both were members of the 2nd Battalion, 130th Field Artillery
based in northeast Kansas. On Nov. 8, 2004, these Kansas Guards-
men were providing protection to aconvoy in Baghdad when asui-
cidebomber spedtowardthem. Without hesitation, thesemenplaced
their own vehicle between the bomber and the convoy. Both were
killedinthe explosion. Their actions saved many livesthat day.

Major Austin Hamner, asol dier who served al ongsidethese men,
wrote aletter from Iraq to histhree daughters at home. It was pub-
lishedin hishometown newspaper last year during theweek of Vet-
erans Day. The soldier wrote:

“Hellogirls, | havesomethingvery importanttotell youaboutthis
war and the meaning of Veterans Day. Sometimeson VeteransDay,
welose connection to thereal meaning of theday. Sweethearts, I’ ve
just returned from the memorial servicethat was held for two very
specia soldiers. Thesetwo menweretakenfromthisworld onMon-
day of thisvery week protecting our unit.

Sooner or later al of uswill passonfromthislife, but those who
willingly givetheir livesfor others certainly are true heroes. Jesus
oncetaught theworldthat, ‘ Greater love hath no man than this, that
amanlay downhislifefor hisfriends.’ That isoneway to know that
these two men werereal-life heroes.

| am so looking forward to seeing you again and being together. |
will giveyouextrahugsandkissesbecausel know that therearechil-
dren who will not get them from their dad who was taken away on
Monday.

Loveyou,

Papa’

Likethe soldier who wrote his daughters, it isour responsibility
to ensure that our children and grandchildren appreciate the sacri-
fices made by those serving our country and never forget these
heroes. Eachyear, asthe percentage of our popul ationwho hasworn
auniformdeclines, fewer and fewer individualsand familieshavea
personal connectionwiththemilitary. Instillingin America syouth
an awareness of the contributions of veterans past and present be-
comes even moreimportant.

Eventhough many Americanswill not serve, knowledge of those
who have served is essential. The traits we learn from veterans —
courage, honor, duty, sacrifice, patriotism, heroism — are charac-
teristicsthat make usbetter citizens. Their everyday actsinspireus
toreach beyond our limits. Their lossesremind ustolivealifewor-
thy of their sacrifice. And through their service on our behalf, we
remember theobligationsweowe. Theseareimportant lessonsonly
aveteran can teach us.

Itisour task to sharewith our children that Veterans Day ismore
than aday off school or adepartment store sale. It'saday to honor
themorethan 250,000 veteransin Kansasandthe 25 million nation-
wide, aswell astheir families, who stepped forward to defend our
country. 1t’saday to pay tributetothosewho havegiven somuch, to
thosewho continueto giveandto thosewho gaveall sothat we may
liveinthegreatest country intheworld.

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail jvannostrand@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nw
kansas.com.
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Who 1s more truthful men or women?

Abouttwoyearsago, anarticleintheReader’s
Digest caught my eye. The subject was about
honesty and who was more truthful — men or
women.

Before | even started reading, | had already
made up my mind that my gender wasthe more
honest.

Actually, | almost dismissed the story think-
ing | knew what the author was going to write
about before | even read it. | was surprised,
though.

The gist of the article had nothing to do with
what | hadinitially thought wouldbeitsfocus—
meaning honesty of politiciansor national pub-
lic figures— that sort of thing.

Thearticleended up beingasurvey anditwas
more about the average person and how lenient
we can be on ourselves.

For example, some people believe that being
honest with family and friends should be No. 1.

Asonegroupsaid, “if youlietothem, it’slike
lying to yourself.”

| cringedwhen | read that part. Asmany inthe
survey, itwould behard for meto betotally hon-
est withfriends, family and even co-workerson
someissues.

However, | do know some co-workers who
would disagreewith me. | can remember onein
particular who believed in total “ cash-register”
honesty. In other words, no matter how much
something might hurt someone, this employee
wouldtell it likeit wasevery singletime.

Personally, it would be hard being that “ truth-
ful” about everything. | mightlet someoneknow

| Patty Decker

e Deep
Thoughts

if they had seedsbetweentheir teeth after lunch,
but to say they were looking bad that day or a
hurtful comment justisn’t me. Still, | consider
myself to be ahonest person overall.

But, | amveering off fromthearticle. Getting
back tothepoint, it wasfascinatingto read about
how othersin this survey responded.

Just for fun, herearesomeof thequestionsthat
wereasked. Maybeit might surpriseotherslike
itdid me. | guess| learned | am not the“ saint” |
thought | was.

In one portion of the survey, the questions
were“Haveyou ever...."

— Calledinsick at work when not ill?

— Taken officesuppliesfrom your company
for personal use?

— Taken anything valuable from your com-
pany for personal use?

— Misstated facts on aresume or job appli-
cation?

— Shifted blame to a co-worker for some-
thing you did?

— Been undercharged/received too much

from acashier and not told him?

— Downloaded music froman Internet site
without paying for it?

— “Cheated” on your tax return by not de-
claring income or over-reported deductions?

— Liedtofriendsor family membersabout
their appearances?(oops...| havealready con-
fessed to that).

— Knowingyou had littlechance of getting
caught, driven morethan 20 mph over thespeec
limit or gonethrough ared light?

— Lied to your spouse or partner about the
cost of arecent purchase?

— Liedtoyour spouseor partner about your
relationship with another person?

Of the 3,000 people surveyed on the above
guestions, respondents said “yes’ to at |east
fivequestions.

Asforwhoismorehonest— men or women
— theresults, according to the Readers's Di-
gest survey, indicated that “ both sexestend tc
be equally culpable.”

However, each gender suggeststhat menanc
womenfibindifferentways. Men’sdishonesty
surfaces more around impersonal objects —
taking officesupplies, fudging ontaxes, etc. As
for women, we tend to lie more about being
sick, fibbing on the cost of items, or sparing
another person’sfeelings.

| supposel knew thisall along, but still it was
funtoreview thesurvey and check on my hon-
esty. How about you?

* k k k%

Patty Decker iseditor of the Free Press.

Your turn

We must stand behind our troops

Today isaspecial day that all Americanscan
beproud of their own veterans, cel ebrating Vet-
erans Day.

Today we are going through one of our
nation’s most difficult times. It'satimethat all
Americanshavepulledtogether fromNew York
to Los Angeles and Seattle to Tampa Bay. All
Americanscan bevery proud of alot of things.

Sept. 11, 2001, will change America as well
astherest of theworld. It will never bethesame
asit wasbefore Sept. 11. It hasbeen awake-up
call for every citizen of this, thegreatest nation
intheworld, the United States of America.

Thistimethecall hascomeafter our nationhas
been attacked. The world cannot live with ter-
rorism. Weliveinanationthat hasalot of free-
domes. It all started out many years ago by our
colonists. They puttheir livesonthelineby sign-
ingtheDeclaration of IndependenceandtheBill
of Rights. That is where our freedom comes

from. Wehavefreedom of speech, pressandthe
right to assemble.

Wealso havetheright tobear arms, aswell as
the right choose the religion of our choice and
many more not to mention. We must stand by
our flag even more now on what has happened
here on Sept. 11. We must be proud Americans
and get our flags and fly them everywhere and
show theworld that we arethe United States of
America. God blessAmericaand it’s people.

We also have an elite group of peoplein our
nation. They are dads, moms, brothers, sisters,
uncles, aunts, grandparents and neighbors.
Thesepeoplecarecalled veteransof theUnited
States. They have gone to war not knowing if
they would makeit homealive. Makingthecall
of duty for our country defending our freedom
that we have now and for the future. They have
defeated HitlerinWorldWar 1, Communismin
Korea, Vietnam and now the start of thewar on

terrorism in Afghanistan and Irag. Veterans
make up 10 percent of the population.

Wemustthank all our vetsinAmerica. There
areveteransthat died for usin battle and gave
the ultimate price. They should not beforgot-
ten. Also, thePOW and M1 A should not befor-
gotten.

Weareproud of themall, may Godblesstheir
souls. We must stand united and stand behind
our troops. The war on terrorism is far from
over. Wemust stop it to make the world a bet-
ter placetoliveinthe21st century. What would
the world be like today if we hadn’t stopped
HitlerinWorld War |1 ?American veteransare
the best peoplewe can have. They have given
usall our freedomswenow havetoday aswell
asguarding our nation. | saluteall of theveter-
ans.

JimVap
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