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Preserving their letters one way to honor vets

DEAR READERS: Sevenyears
ago, | toldyou about anew program
called the Legacy Project that had
been created to honor American
veterans by preserving their war-
timeletters.

| asked you to send aphotocopy
of afavoritewar letter that you or a
loved one had written.

The response was overwhelm-
ing. Sinceitsinceptionin 1998, the
Legacy Project hasreceived an es-
timated 75,000 never-before-seen
letters from every conflict in our
nation’s history — including e-
mailsfrom Irag and Afghanistan.

| thought you’ d liketo know that
the Legacy Project has just an-
nounced that the entire collection
will be donated to the prestigious
Gilder Lehrman Institute in New
York City, wheretheletterswill be
archived for posterity.

In honor of Veterans Day, | will
share with you one of the letters
from the collection. It was hand-
written by a young soldier named
Justin Merhoff, who currently
servesin the U.S. Army and will
soon bedeployedtoAfghanistan. It
was addressed to his grandfather,
Hugh Merhoff:

“Dear Gramps: | want to write
you and let you know what | am
doing these days.

| found out that my unit wasre-
sponsiblefor manningfiveof the22
funeral honorsteamsthat represent
the 10th Mountain Division.

“Since I’ ve never been to afu-
neral before, | didnot know what to
expect. Thereweretimesthat | had
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totry nottocry after seeingthefam-
ily gothroughtheturmoil that death
brings. Theseemotionswerenewto
me and were hard to take at first.
What really got me was that there
were guyswho were not U.S. citi-
zensbut werefightingfor our coun-
try.

I might never havemet thesesol -
diers, but they are all my brothers
andsistersinarms. Wewill forever,
even in death, be bound to each
other by our serviceto our country.

“This whole experience has
helped me better understand what
happened during World War I,
Koreaand Vietnam, and the sacri-
fices made by those who served
honorably — and by their families.
I know that you say you do not con-
sider yourself aveteranbecauseyou
weredrafted and did not seeaction.
You used the time you served to
your advantage and became adoc-
tor.

You saved countless lives. You
arethereason | amintheArmy to-
day.

Youingtilledinmetheval uesthat
you learned during your service,
andit hasmade meabetter soldier.
Most important, it has made me a
better person. — Love, Justin”
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READERS: If you would like
toread moreletterslikethisone,
and learn moreabout theL egacy
Project, pleasevisititsWeb siteat
www.War L etter s.com.

DEAR ABBY: A long time ago
— many years, for sure— you had
adefinitionof “maturity” that | kept
and liked alot. | can’t find it. Can
youdigit up, please?

— MOTHERIN OSCEOLA,
ARK.

DEARMOTHER: Consider it
dug. Itwaspenned by my mother:

Thisismaturity: Tobeableto
stick withajob until it’sfinished;
to do one's duty without being
supervised; to be ableto carry
money without spending it; and
to be able to bear an injustice
without wantingto get even.

DEARABBY: I married my hus-
band, “Ralph,” two years ago. We
moved from New York to Arizona
after heretired, onemonth after the
wedding. Weboth havegrown chil-
dren and grandchildren back east.

Theissueis: I’'m not allowed to
hang pictures of my family in the
new house.

I’'mallowedtohavefour pictures
inthe office, one pictureintheden
and onein theliving room. If | re-
ceive anew picture in the mail, |
must choose which of the old ones

will beremoved and replaced with
the new one.

Ralphfedsthat only“ oldpeopl€”
put picturesup all over thehouse. |
requested that we come to some
agreement on this. He said that as
far ashe'sconcerned, theissue has
been resolved.

Abby, | can't tell you how much
I missmy family back east. Todis-
play their pictures brings me so
much joy.

Because | feel like | am achild
who can’t make any decisionsin
“his” house, | refuse to buy any-
thingfor“his’ house, andthingsare
still in boxes after two years be-
cause | refuse to decorate “his”
house. What do you think?

— STUCK INARIZONA

DEAR STUCK: I think that if
ever | heard about a newly mar-
ried couple who needed profes-
sional mediation, it isyou two.
Ralphisbeinginflexible, and you
arebeing childish. Please sched-
ulean appointment with thebest
marriage counselor you can af-
ford. And if Ralph refusesto co-
operate— gowithout him.

Editor’snote: Dear Abbyiswrit-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at
www.Dear Abby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.
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CJ’s

Boutique

Southwind Plaza « 1105 Taylor Avenue
Colby, KS « 785-460-0337

Hours: M-S 10-6, Sun 12-6

High Plains Archaeology group
plans to meet Sunday in Colby

The High Plains Kansas
Archaeology Association’s
chapter meeting will begin at 2
p.m., Sunday, at Pioneer Memo-
rial Library, 375 W. 4th, Colby.

The group is having member
artifact show-and-tell day and
encourage anyone with archeo-
logical artifacts to bring them,
said Kathy Arendt, one of the
coordinators.

One of the items on our fol-

lowing meeting agendawill beto
discuss how we can go about
documenting areacollections—
what items were found, where,
and when — to benefit both the
owner’s understanding of what
they have, and the scientific
community’s understanding of
how people and things moved
around on the Great Plains, she
said.
Everyoneisinvited to attend.
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Seamless Rain Gutter
Siding, Soffit, Fascia

FREE estimates
22 colors available

Installed by Ron Lucke

719-346-8840
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SLAVENS FAMILY
PRACTICE

The Fastest Growing Practice
In Northwest Kansas

Introducing
Andy Rose, PA-C
Who Is Bringing To You...

"AM. SICK CALL"

Beginning November 14"
Walk-in Times: 7 A.M. - 9 A.M.
Monday - Friday
Have The Comfort Of Getting Your
Sick Child Checked Out Before School!

Healthcare Professionals Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week for your after business hours concerns and questions.

For more information 460' 8000

Located in Citizen's Medical Center

PBusiness

irecto’y

To have your ad )
placed in the
Business Directory,
call Crystal,
Jasmine or Cindy
at 462-3963.

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

\8& Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - Cruises, |
hS >

155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701
Phone: 785.462.6999
Fax: 785-460-0852

Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077

VACATION SPECIALS

LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel, Park Passes |
DISNEY WORLD Air & Hotel |
MEXICO Air & Hotel
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air |
ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise & Air :
HAWAII

LONDON, ENGLAND
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA

Air & Hotel |
Air & Hotel

59 |

‘ Per Adult
s

Tours - Groups - Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars
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CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
,,,,,,,,, QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!

NEW ADDRESS!
NEW LOGO!

Book holiday travel now!

All specials may be for specific dates
and are subject to availability

gvanced Techno,ogy
Auto Glass

“The Difference is Clear”

Rory Henry e 785-460-7773

Warta Chiropractic & Fitness Club

Where You Can Still Get A Full Spine Adjustment for 1980’s Fees!

“Science & Nature Working Together For You.”

Mon. & Wed.: 2 - 7 p.m.
Tue., Thur. & Fri.: BC/BS CAP Provider
10 a.m. -3 p.m.

Dr. AJ. Warta

ROOFMASTERS

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

905 E 4th Street

Colby, KS 67701

Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

PO5B007 03/06

Jane W. Johnson, Agent

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured
1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

REE ESTIMATES Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems

Car + Home =Big Savings

See me for Car and Home Insurance and save.
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State farm « Home Offices: Bloomington, IL
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Sales & Service
Your Kitchen and Bath Specialists.
Showroom -Southwind Plaza ~ Colby
785-460-1100 or 462-7843
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Kitchen /
& Bath ¥
SHOWROOM ;
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Residential & Commercial

ROOFING

Local DURO-LAST

Murray Roofing 785-462-6908

Colby, KS 67701 Jeff Dreiling/Sales

® Duro-Last Roofing, Inc
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» Tree Removal & Trimming ¢ Full Insured « Careful & Prompt
Service « Late Model Bucket Truck « Free Estimates!

Western Appraisal
Service & Property
Inspections

For your appraisal or property inspection needs.
Over 25 years of combined experience dealing
with property inspections.

L] A licensed real estate appraiser and listed
on the FHA Register.

Office: (785) 460-2839

Paul Bailey

Owner

Fax: (785) 460-7356

New
System

650 N. Grant = Colby, KS 67701

Professional
Window Cleaning

Commercial = Residential

Chris & Beth Lewon — “We do windows!”’

785-462-6995 ~

Call for your FREE estimate:

800-611-6735

THOMAS county mearrn nerARTIEN]

OFFERING LOW COST FAMILY PLANNING SERVICES
BLOOD WORK  IMMUNIZATIONS
HEALTH SCREENINGS LACTATION SUPPORT
MANY OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE
JUST ASK
CALL FOR INFORMATION
785-460-4596




