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Opinion

Your turn

Coach bashing

| amwriting concerning what seemsto beoneof our community’s
favorite subjects, “ coach bashing.”

| attended the football awards presentation and special speaker
Thursday night, and wasdi sappoi nted by thelack of numbersthere.
Judging by the talk of the coffee shops and donut shops | was ex-
pecting apacked house of peopleinterested in hearing about “How
toBuildaSuccessful Program.” Whilel thought thespecial speaker
was quite alet down, the message he wastrying to get across rang
loudandclear. Any program, if itisto be successful, needsthe sup-
port of not only thekids, but theparentsand community aswell. That
is something that doesn’t happen around heretoo often.

There are plenty of opinionsflying around about what needsto
happenwith our football program, and most of theminvolveanother
coaching change. | say another, becauseafter doingalittleresearch,
I’ve found that Colby has had atotal of 12 foothall coachesin the
past 30 years. That'san average of 2.5 years per coaching tenure.
It'salittledifficult tobuild any kind of aprogram with stability and
continuity with that much turnover. None of the other sports pro-
gramsat our high school have had anywhere near that turnover and
most of themarevery successful. But of coursesuccessdoesn’teven
ensurethat acoachissecure here,

It seemsthat anyonewho hasever played sportsor watched them
onTV knowsexactly whatiswrongwithwhat Colby isdoing. Which
| find hard to believe since the coaches are the only ones who see
what is happening in practice every day, what is happening in the
weight room, and what is happening in the classrooms. | took En-
glishand Scienceinhigh school and evenin college, but that doesn’t
mean | know how to teach it. Why can’t welet peopledo their jobs
and givethem our support?

We also seem to have graduated from just criticizing and second
guessing out inthe public, to now doing it over the airwavesonthe
local sportstalk show. Boy, we' rereally progressing now.....what's
next, a <http://www.fire(fill in name here).com Web site? All the
negativity and such is simply counterproductive to anything any
coach istrying to accomplish.

| know doing thearmchair quarterbacking stuff isfun, and | do it
myself. But it cannot be donein front of or wherethekidswho are
working hard every day can hear.

It seems that second guessing coachesis the American way be-
cause it happens al the time with college and pro teams. The big
differenceis, those coaches are making hundreds of thousands or
millionsof dollarsto dotheir jobs. A high school coachisgettinga
supplemental contract which, when broken down by the hoursthey
putin, probably doesn’t amount to much morethan minimumwage.
Shouldthey besubjecttothesamecriticism? | say no, but I’ venever
been accused of being the brightest crayon in the box either.

Some may takethisletter thewrong way, and believeme, I’ m not
attacking anyoneinparticular. | just feel thisisanissuethat hasbeen
getting continually worse and we need to change it somehow. |
don’'t know what the best thing for our program is, but | do know
what isn’t. Changing coachesevery 2.5yearsor lessisnot goingto
help anyone except people selling real estate.

Tracy Rogers

Colby

About those letters . ..

The Free Press encourages and wel comes|ettersfrom
readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible,
and should include atelephone number and an address.
Most importantly, all letters must include asignature.
Unsigned letters cannot be published. Wereservethe
right to edit for clarity and length, and, likewise, reserve
theright to reject letters deemed to be of no public
interest or considered offensive or libelous.

CoLBY FRee PRrEss

155 W. Fifth (USPS 120-920)
Colby, Kan. 67701

freepress@nwkansas.com

(785) 462-3963

State award-winning newspaper, General Excellence, Design & Layout
Excellence, Column Writing, Editorial Writing, Sports Columns, News,
Photography.

Official newspaper of Thomas County, Colby, Brewster and Rexford.

John Van Nostrand - Publisher

jvannostrand@nwkansas.com

NEWS
Patty Decker - Editor

pdecker@nwkansas.com

Tisha Cox - General Assignment
tcox@nwkansas.com

Jan Katz Ackerman, Area Reporter
ackermanjk@ruraltel.net

ADVERTISING
Crystal Rucker - Advertising Sales/Director
crystalr@nwkansas.com
Jasmine Crotinger - Advertising Sales

jasminec@nwkansas.com

Cindy Davis - Advertising Sales
c.davis@nwkansas.com
BUSINESS OFFICE
Lea Bandy - Circulation Manager
lea@nwkansas.com
Jeanette Applegate - Bookkeeping & Ad Building
japplegate@nwkansas.com
Evan Barnum - Systems Administrator

support@nwkansas.com

NOR'WEST PRESS
Jim Bowker - General Manager

Richard Westfahl, Lana Westfahl, Ron VanLoenen, Judy McKnight

THE COLBY FREE PRESS (USPS 120-920) is published every Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday, except the day observed for Memorial Day, Independence Day,
Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, by Haynes Publish-
ing Co., 155 W. Fifth, Colby, Kan., 67701.

PERIODICALS POSTAGE is paid at Colby, Kan. 67701, and at additional mailing
offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Colby Free Press, 155 W. Fifth,
Colby, Kan., 67701. THE BUSINESS OFFICE at 155 W. Fifth is open from 8 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. Monday to Friday, closed Saturday and Sunday. MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED
PRESS, which is exclusively entitled to the use for publication of all news credited to it or
not otherwise herein. Member Kansas Press Association, Inland Press Association and
National Newspaper Association. SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In Colby by carrier: 4 months
$38, 8 months $53, 12 months $70. By mail with in Colby and the nine-county region of
Thomas, Sheridan, Decatur, Rawlins, Cheyenne, Sherman, Wallace, Logan and Gove
counties: 4 months $50, 8 months $62, 12 months $78 . Other Kansas counties: 4 months
$57, 8 months $67, 12 months $81. All other states, $81, 12 months.

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

7

SUPREME COURT

NOMINEE
GAME

Getting ‘spoiled’

Last week, | opted not towatch “Lost” think-
ing it wasanother re-run. Unfortunately for me,
| didn't realize it was the much-touted episode
where somebody was supposed to get killed.

| didn’t find this out until the next evening
when | got homefromwork, turned on the com-
puter and went to check my Yahoo! mail. That's
when | saw the headline professing to theworld
just which character had, well, bittenthe bullet,
soto speak.

“Annoyed” pretty much coveredit.

Thiswasn’t the first time it’s happened, and
I’msureitwon’t bethelast.

Thefirsttimel ever heard theword “ spoiler”
was 10 yearsago, in college. One of my friends
was taunting me about the latest “ X-Files” epi-
sode and wanted to know if | wanted to know
what was going to happen before it happened.

| thought she was nuts, but then | was intro-
duced to theworld of Internet spoilers.

They’ve grown and are now everywhere and
exist for movies, books and television shows.

Missan episodeof “ Joey,” “ TheApprentice,”
“Survivor,” “Battlestar Galactica’ or “ Desper-
ate Housewives’ or you just can’t wait another
day, go online and the world of spoilersliesin
waiting.

Many sitesareout there, and afew of themore
well-known are the likes of http://
www.aintitcool .com, which plugsmovierumors
and spoilers, and http://www.spoilerfix.com. It
has a page with links to most major popular
shows.

Thequickestandeasiestway | learnedall those
yearsagoisto simply typein the name of what-
ever you want to know about followed by the
word “ spoilers.”

Tisha Cox

.
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Some are accurate, some aren’t. That's the
gamble.

Inthe past six months, thereweretwo highly
anticipated works that created lots and lots of
buzz.| wasreally interestedin oneand kept tabs
ontheother. Plus“ mediafrenzy” wasacliched
phraseto call what went on.

Two of the best recent examples are “ Star
Wars, Episode I11: Revenge of the Sith” and
“Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince.”

Internet rumorsran rampant for monthsover
these two. | do have to admit I’ m guilty of ac-
tively looking for rumors on both before they
cameout.

Most of the spoilersfor the last “ Star Wars’
flick ever weretrue. Someof themwereleft over
from“ Attack of theClones’ threeyearsago, and
they still ended up being true.

And the latest Harry Potter novel is till too
new for meto go throwing around spoilers.

| golookingfor spoilerswhen | getimpatient
orl’vewaitedsolongl really don’t careandjust
want to know what happens. (Missing episodes
of thefirst half of the ninth season of “ Stargate
SG-1" on the Scifi Channel in September
prompted my latest foray into spoilerland.)

Another reasonismissing an episodeof some-

”

thing and not wanting to get out of theloop, |
go after spoilers.

Inaway, it’sbetter than watching or reading
something and being clueless.

Though spoilers can be bad, they can actu-
ally befun, too.

Goingtolook at spoilersand rumorsafter the
factisaninterestingexperience. It'skind of like
knowing what might have been and can put &
work in perspective.

| guessit’sall really amatter of information,
how much isavailable, and just how easily it
can be accessed.

Thelnternetisinstant gratification personi-
fied and the newsis available 24 hours a day,
seven days aweek. Communication is easier
than ever before and news and gossip travel
faster than the speed of light.

All of these make it harder to not find out
something. | think it’s a double-edged sword,
but likeanything else, it al boilsdown to how
thingsare used.

The free flow of information must drive
some people nutsbut for therest of theworld,
it'sbeenachancetotradeideasand wordsun-
like any other time.

Andlikeanythingelse, ‘ spoilers’ canleadtc
“spoiling.” This flow of information isn’t
somethingthat should betakenfor granted, yet
must be taken with agrain of salt.

Noteverythingisvalid, or eventrue. But that
isthe beauty of it all, and that isin the eye of
the beholder.

TishaCoxisageneral assignment reporter/
photographer for the Free Press. Her column
appearson Mondays. tcox@nwkansas.com.

Blood in the water

Thesmell of palitical blood inthewater per-
meatestheinvestigation of theidentificationto
thepressof ValeriePlameasaCl A operative. It
looksasthoughL ewis" Scooter” Libby, asenior
advisor tobothVicePresident Cheney and Presi-
dent Bush, may gotojail.

Inaddition, Karl Rove, oneof thepresident’s
senior political advisors, isfinding hisinfluence
damaged, to say theleast, from allegationsthat
he had ahand in theleak.

Not surprisingly, polls are showing the trust
quotient of the president plummeting. That is
significant for thispresi dent because, evenwhen
his popularity numbers have suffered, the ma-
jority of Americanshaveshownawillingnessto
trust him.

Alsonot surprisingistheresponseof leading
Democrats. Proverbial tongues are being
cluckedin shock at the dishonesty on onehand,
while on the other, there are cries akin to “we
knew it all along.”

Party chairman Howard Dean showed his
amazing chutzpahinproclaimingthatit wasthe
Democrats who would restore integrity to the
White House. Thisis from the party who last
occupant used the definition of is as adefense
against perjury.

Inlight of all thewrangling, it would probably
be good to clear afew thingsup.

First, Libby has not been proven guilty and
Rove hasn't even been charged. Everyone gets
their day in court. Calls by Democratic leaders
for hisand Rove'souster are not simply grand-
standing, they are an abuse of the Constitution
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by those sworn to defend it and that is malfea-
sance, an impeachable offense.

Second, if heisfound guilty, hewill be pun-
ished. Evenif heisfound not guilty, his career
in Washingtonisover, at least asfar asthis ad-
ministration is concerned, because of the ap-
pearance of guilt.

Third, nooneisbeing tried for outing Plame
because shewas not acovert agent. Her neigh-
bors knew she worked for the CIA and even
Robert Novak, who supposedly outed her in a
column, said hewastoldindependently by CIA
spokesmen that she was no longer an asset.

By theway, onewonderswhy no onehassub-
poenaed Novak. The special prosecutor obvi-
ously has no qualms about putting a reporter
who refusesto reveal asourceinjail. Could it
be that Novak might shed light on things the
counsel would prefer kept in the dark?

Fourth, the Democrats have no moral high
ground here. Libbyisbeingtriedfor perjury and
until they arewilling to punishtheir own poster
child, who was found guilty of perjury by the
Senateand not only leftin office, but allowed a
seat at the powerbroker’stableinthe party, itis

the Republicans who have the high ground by
instigating theinvestigation.

Fifth, Plame’s husband was proven wrong
When Joseph Wil son said hefound no credible
evidencethat Saddam Husseinattemptedto buy
uranium from Nigeria, hewas probably telling
thetruth.

Itisalsotruethat both BritishIntelligenceanc
the CI A wereunsureabout documents purport:
ing that which were later found out to befalse
What is conveniently not remembered, and i
was reported by no lessthan William Sefireir
the New York Times among others, isthat the
information was finally proven to be accurate
Hussein did in fact try to buy weapons-grade
uranium from the Nigerians.

Whatever comesof this, theBushadministra
tion has actually kept its promise on integrity
Thosewho aresuspected havenot been shiel dec
and those charged will betried. Those who are
found guilty will be punished.

In the end, Republicans are doing the righ
thing “ they areputting eventheir powerbroker:
under the law.” That may be what scares the
Democrats.

Jay Kelleyisalocal minister and writer whc
speakshismindfromtimetotime. Hise-mail is
jkelley@st-tel.net

Commentstoany opinionsexpressedonthis
page are encouraged. Mail them to the Colby
FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail jvannostrand@nwkansas.com or
pdecker@nw kansas.com.

GOOP MORNING AND WEL-
COME 70 WEEK TRIO OF THE
WHITE HOYSE ETHICAL RE-

IM GRAYLPON FARSE FROM
THE AHITE HOUSE COUNSEL'S
OFFICE, ANP ILL BE WALK-
ING YOU THROUGH THE 08
AND CONTS OF ACCEPTABLE
ETHICAL BEHAVIOR,

UNIVERSAL PRESS SYNDICATE & 2005 G.B. Trudeau

IF YOU FOLLOW QUR GUICE -
LINES ~ INGTEAD OF RELYING
ON YOUR CONSCIENCE~ WE
CAN ASSURE YOU YOUR covauer
L BE BEYOND REPROACH !
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