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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

HEY, SHANNONI HOW ARE
YoU7 | JUST FINISHED MY §
BOOK REPORT. BOR—ING!

=74

| AM IN MY ROOM. DON'T

FEEL LIKE DOING ANYTHING
ELSE, S0 'M GONNA CRASH.
SEE YoU AT SCHooL To-
MORROW. *BYE| APRIL.

S516HE...| DIDN'T HAVE
MUCH TO SAY TO
SHANNON. | HOPE

SHE'S NOT
DISAPPOINTED.

APRIL SENT ME AN E—
MAIL! SHE PROMISED
TO SEND ME AN E-MAIL
AND SHE DD/
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Blondie ® Chic Young

|| FOR THE ANSWER TO THAT A
QUESTION, YOU'LL HAVE TO GET

WHY DO [ HAVE TO KEEP COMING
BACK HERE EVERY YEAR? WHY
CAN'T WE DO THIS BY MAIL?

NOW THAT I'VE FINALLY REACHED
THE FRONT OF THE LINE AND

YOU'VE RENEWED My PERMIT,
I HAVE A QUESTION...

IN THAT _LINE OVER THERE

www.Blondie.com

BUT I'M TAKING
MISS BUXLEY TO
THE MOVIES

THAT WORKS
OUT GREAT/

HE CALLS ITA
DOUBLE DATE

INCHES THIS
MONTH.

res Syndicate

THATS THE THIRD
TIMETHIS WEEK
THAT TVE BEEN

FELTUP B/
SOM

ip. Distributed by King Features Syndicate

TURNS OUT JEFF’S BEEN\ AND TONY KNEW!

INVESTIGATING HIM THAT’S WHY HE
FOR MONTHS... STARTED THAT

LAYOFF RUMOR. SO
)] JEFF WOULD FOCUS
€ 2\ |ON THE DEPARTMENT
Z=" INSTEAD OF HiM!

TONY 60T
FIREDZ!
=

RESULT IN IDIOTIC
MEASURES.
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Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [FYOU'RE FORCED TO
RESIGN FROM YOUR DESIGNATED POST, I'D
CALL IT A DIS-APPOINTMENT,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: P equals §

NKWEWX YWLUN JM.
Yesterday's  Cryptoquip:  WHY WOULD

ANYONE WANT TO WATCH A DUEL AS IT

OCCURS? I GUESS IT°S DRAWING ATTENTION.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals F

Colby Free Press

Crossword

ACROSS 42 Heming- 4 Despotic 24 Center

1 Glove way ruler of

5 Owns sobriquet 5 Boxing emotions

8 Bat a 43 Blimp blow 26 Re earth
gnat owner 6 Blood- science

12 Needing 48 Venetian- group 27 Jamaican
liniment blind part letters citrus

13 Sapporo 49 Wall 7 Detour, 28 Poolroom
sash climber maybe supply

14 Horse 50 Musical 8 Spread 29 Dandling
play? Horne care- locale

15 Justice 51 Right lessly 31 Unit of
Marshall angles 9 Courts accelera-

17 Crucifix 52 Scoun- 10 Lotion tion

18 Diving drel additive (Abbr.)
bird 53 Verve 11 Lincoln 34 Ostenta-

19 Obliter- in-law tious
ated DOWN 16 Eviscer- displays

21 Too thin 1 Wrestling ate 35 Diamond

24 Forehead surface 20 Scepters pattern

25 Oxidation 2 Pronoun 21 Forbid- 37 Lend a
result in a JFK ding hand

26 “| hope quote 22 Emana- 38 Semi-
things 3 Thanks- tion circular
work out” giving 23 Second- vaulted

30 Rage abbr. hand area

31 Mini- 39 Cover of
plateaus  Solution time: 21 mins. gloom

32 Roscoe N B 40 October

33 Indemni- JA stone
fied - 41 Hopalong

35 Sheltered [F1| |8 olRIE Cassidy

36 Tranquil [A[L]] N[o[L portrayer

37 React to SI /L $ T é 44 Eggs
reveille 45 Wet

38 Moon- Ef - wiggler
mission  [aA[R[] 46 Get —
program [M[1[S for

41 Humon- ISIEIT effort
gous Yesterday’s answer 12-6 47 Scooted

1 J2 |3 |4 5 [6 |7 8 Jo [10 [11

12 13 14

15 16 17

&

21 [22 |23

25

30

33

ACROSS 38 Revue DOWN 20 Mrs.

1 Guinness piece 1— Herman
or 39 St. Romeo Munster
Baldwin Bernard’s 2 Rings 22 He gave

5 “Skip to burden around us a lift
My —” 41 Vacillate the 23 First

8 Venom- 43 Beach collars? cloned
ous vipers structure 3 Dumbo’s sheep

12 Cordelia’s 46 Pursuing “wings” 25 Derek and
father 50 “Oh, 4 Put Diddley

13 Sort woel” together 26 Copper

14 Old ltalian 51 Have the 5 XXVI head?
coin wrong doubled 27 lllicit

15 Chat effect 6 Timeworn rebate
site 54 Powell 7 Guitars’ 29 Toast

17 Mid- successor kin topper
month 55 Back talk 8 Foreigner 31 — generis
date 56 Fleur- 9 Compan- 32 Ran into

18 Examine de-lis ion 34 Indication
ore 57 Puts 10 Get 38 Underside

19 Catches out set of an eave
some z’s feelers 11 Impudent 40 Facilitates

21 Stomped 58 History response 42 Chatter
(on) chapter 16 UAR away

24 Squid 59 Big nation 43 Irene of
squirt top (Abbr.) “Fame”

25 Prepare a 44 MacGraw
casserole Solution time: 21 mins. and Baba

28 Implement S 45 Skilled

30 Doctrine = 47 Grow

33 Kyoto E weary
cummer- R 48 Green
bund o land

34 Foolish z 49 Take five

35 Prompt 52 Football

36 Moment filler

37 “Survivor” 53 Figure
setting, head?
often Yesterday’s answer 12-7 (Abbr.)
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Bridge

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
®w A JR2
¥ 7
® Q65
109743
WEST EAST
@ 10943 K5
¥84 YAJI652
®9832 ® 7
$P+K 65 oA J82
SOUTH
® Q76
YKQI103
®AKJ104
*Q
The bidding:
South West North East
1 & Pass 1 & 2\
2 NT Pass 3 NT

Opening lead — eight of hearts.

The Huddle Factor

Anyone who has played bridge for any length of time
should know that to do well at the game, you have to think.
It’s really that simple. In bridge, thinking is not optional.

There are times, though, when too much thinking can
be detrimental to your cause. It might be a case of
overthinking thatresults in a poor decision, or an extended
hesitation that gives away information that can be used
against you.

Today’s dealis of the latter type. South became declarer
inthree notrump after the auction shown. West led the eight
of hearts — obviously his highest heart — and East took
the ace and shifted to the club deuce.

West won South’s queen with the king and returned a
club, dummy’s nine losing to East’s jack as South discarded
a spade. East then exited with a diamond.

Declarer now had eight tricks — five diamonds, two
hearts and a spade. Aninth trick could be made if a spade
finesse against West succeeded, butifthe finesse lost, East
would cash the ace of clubs to set the contract. There was
noreason, however, to attempt the finesse at this point, so
South cashed his diamonds, producing this position as the
last diamond was led:

North

SAJS

C974
West East
S 10943 SKS5
H4 HJ96
CS5 CA

South

S Q7

HKQ10

D 10

After South discarded a club from dummy on the dia-
mond ten, East went into a long huddle and finally parted
with the five of spades.

Declarer had been keeping an open mind about his next
move, but after East’s obvious discomfort on the last dia-
mond, the solution seemed clear. East would have had no
problem had he held two low spades, so he had to have
his actual holding.

Souththerefore played a spade to the ace, felling East’s
king, crossed back to the queen of spades and cashed the
K-Q of hearts to make his game. Of course, had East
electedtodiscard a heartorthe club ace instead of a spade,
declarer would also have scored nine tricks.

South might have found the winning line on his own, but
East’s prolonged hesitation made the final decision much
easier. | know, because | was South.

East dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
» 983
¥J84
® A 52
$2£Q984
WEST EAST
®Jo62 P AKQI1074
¥ 7 ¥ o6
®KJ108064 ®* Q73
1072 P+K Jo
SOUTH
@» 5
YAKQ109532
€ 9
oA 53
The bidding:
East South West North
1 & 2 v Pass 3%
3 4 v 4 & Pass
Pass 5%
Opening lead — two of spades.
Spectacular Defense

The mostinteresting deals are those where the outcome
depends on how well each side plays its cards. This is es-
pecially true when one side seems clearly destined to lose
the battle, but manages somehow to turn the tide.

Considerthis deal, which features high-level play on both
sides. South reached five hearts as shown, and West led
a spade. East won and played another spade, ruffed by
declarer.

Placing East with the king of clubs, which seemed likely
onthe bidding, Southimmediately began laying the ground-
work for a potential endplay to try to avoid one of his two
club losers. He led the nine of hearts to the jack, ruffed
dummy’slast spade, led adiamondto the ace, ruffed a dia-
mond high, then entered dummy with a trump and ruffed
another diamond.

Having eliminated spades and diamonds from both
hands, South now led a low club toward dummy. He
planned to play the eight after West followed low, and so
endplay East. After winning the trick, East would be forced
toreturnaclub oryield aruff-and-discard. Either way, South
would make the contract.

But West, having observed declarer’s preparations to
this point, was all set when South led the low club at trick
nine. Instead of woodenly following low, he played the ten.

This play gave South food for thought. If West started
with the J-10-x — certainly consistent with his defense —
the winning play was to allow West’s ten to hold. A club
return by West would then trap East’s king. But if West did
not have the jack of clubs, the winning play was to put up
the queen and force East to make a losing return after he
won with the king.

Eventually, South decided to play low from dummy.
When Westthen led another club, declarer played dummy’s
eight, expecting to force East’s king. But when East pro-
duced the jack instead, South had to go down one, thanks
entirely to West’s alert defense.
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“Cousins are like brothers and sisters
who live someplace else.”
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“Right after | was two.”




