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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Test Your Play
Players who enjoy solving double-dummy prob-

lems will get a particular kick out of this one. South
is declarer at Seven Hearts, and West leads the jack
of spades. South is to make the contract against the
best defense by East-West. As in all double-dummy
problems, you are permitted to look at all four hands
in seeking the solution. (See above graphic)

 Answer: Win the spade lead with dummy’s king
and play a low diamond to the king. Then lead a low
trump and finesse the eight.

Ruff the six of diamonds with the queen of hearts
and return a low heart to dummy’s ten. After ruffing
the eight of diamonds with the king of hearts, cash
the ace of clubs, then lead a trump to the ace and
cash the ace of diamonds, discarding a club. This is
now the position:

                           North
                           [S]A
                           [D] Q
                           [C] Q 5
West                                            East
[S] 10 9                                [S] Q 4
[C] K 3                                 [C] J 9
                            South
                             [S] 7 3
                             [H] 7
                             [C] 10
Cash the queen of diamonds, discarding the ten

of clubs. East cannot afford to discard a club on this
trick because you could then ruff the five of clubs to
make the contract. So assume East discards a
spade.

West, in turn, finds himself in dire straits and has
no satisfactory discard. If he discards a spade, you
cash the ace of spades and score your 13th trick with
the seven of spades. If he discards the nine of clubs
instead, you lead the queen of clubs from dummy,
catching East’s king and West’s jack on the same
trick and establishing dummy’s five of clubs as your
final trick.

Of course, if East doesn’t cover the queen of clubs
with the king, you simply discard a spade to make
the grand slam.

 Case of the Missing Damsel
Two-way finesses for a missing queen are the

bane of many a bridge player’s existence, but there’s
no need for them to be as difficult as they might at
first seem.

Declarer can usually find a way of guessing cor-
rectly if he puts his mind to the matter. There are
nearly always enough clues to point the way to where
the queen is located, and all declarer has to do is to
assess these clues to reach the right conclusion.

Let’s say you’ve reached five diamonds on the bid-
ding shown, and West cashes the K-A of hearts and
continues with the jack. You ruff in dummy, East dis-
carding a club, and there you are, sure to make the
contract if only you knew which opponent had the
queen of clubs.

The queen is certainly finessable, but which way
to finesse — through East or West — is the vital ques-
tion. You don’t solve such problems by mentally toss-
ing a coin. Instead, you first try to find out as much
as you can about the opponents’ hands.

You’ve already learned one important thing — that
West started with six hearts. If you could find out how
many spades and diamonds West had, you’d be in
a much better position to deal with the clubs.

You start by cashing the ace of spades and trump-
ing a spade. Next you draw two rounds of trumps
ending in dummy. In the process, you discover that
each opponent had two diamonds. Now you cash
the king of spades, discarding a club, and then ruff
the ten of spades, learning that the opposing spades
were divided 4-4. The picture is now complete. West
started with exactly four spades, six hearts and two
diamonds and therefore only one club. So you lead
a club to the king and a club back. When East fol-
lows low, you finesse, knowing with absolute assur-
ance that the finesse will succeed.
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