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Wife wants birth father to get lost
DEAR ABBY: Until now, I had a

perfect life with a wonderful hus-
band and a great 16-year-old son.

My husband of 10 years, “Keith,”
has raised my son, “Mike,” and
loves him as his own. Mike grew up
knowing that Keith was not his birth
father, but has always treated him as
if he were. My ex-husband remar-
ried and now has three daughters. I
never hid this from my son. But now,
my ex-husband’s daughters have
“found” Mike on the Internet. They
have been talking for a couple of
weeks now, and Mike actually
talked to his birth father on a couple
of occasions.

Mike now treats Keith very badly,
and Keith doesn’t know why. I knew
about the conversations with his
“sisters,” but I did not know about
the conversations with his father.
Why would a man who abandoned
me and his infant son 16 years ago
all of a sudden want to come into his
life now and disrupt our lives?

 We have a great family, and I get
very uncomfortable when Mike
slips in things that happened 16 or
17 years ago, because he heard it
from his father. What can I do?

— WORRIED
DEAR WORRIED: I can think

of one reason why the man who
abandoned you and your baby
boy is now disrupting your life.
The answer is, he “only” had three
girls and would now like to have
a son. After all, all the work of rais-
ing this young man has been done.

Your son may be 16, but he is
still a minor. I recommend you
discuss this entire matter with an
attorney who can tell you what
your rights are as your son’s cus-
todial parent. (I am assuming you
never received child support for
the boy. If your ex wants “in” now,
perhaps he should share some of
the financial responsibility that
Keith has shouldered for so many
years.) And while you’re at it, I
urge you to consider family coun-

seling for you, your husband and
your son. I don’t know what your
ex may have been telling the
young man, but I guarantee it’ll
be better if it is put on the table by
YOU, with a trained therapist
who can help you to iron out the
“wrinkles” before they become
permanent-press.

DEAR ABBY: Every year at
Christmas, my four longtime girl-
friends and I “promise” not to buy
each other expensive gifts. We all
have large families, so it is a cost-
saving measure.

However, invariably at least one
of us ends up ignoring the rule and
buys lavish gifts anyway! The small
gift-givers end up feeling embar-
rassed, and the expensive gift-giv-
ers end up feeling guilty for violat-
ing our pledge.

— “B” IN UNIONVILLE, IND.
DEAR “B”: I have a suggestion:

Make a pact this year that your
only “gifts” will be in the form of
letters to each other, describing a
special memory of your friend-
ship. Embellish the letters with all
the traits your friends have that
you admire. I promise you, the
recipients will treasure it. If any-
one breaks the pact, the others
should not feel guilty for having
kept the promise and given a gift
of “self.”

DEAR ABBY: I’m a 13-year-old
boy with a problem. My mother
won’t stop using my underwear. If
that’s not bad enough, she only uses
my NEW underwear. I constantly
ask her to stop, but she won’t.

— ANGRY
DEAR ANGRY: At 13, you are

old enough to have things of your
own. Your mother shouldn’t be
using your underwear without
your permission. The next time it
happens, try this: Say you’d like
to borrow some of hers.

DEAR ABBY: I grew up invisible
in a household with three siblings,
one of whom got by far the most at-
tention.

To this day, my older brother’s
picture is displayed in our parents’
family room — only his.

Two of my siblings were manic-
depressive. There was never much
calm, but that was no one’s fault. My
biggest complaint is that Dad ran out
on us, taking work in another town.

Although he had the option to
stay, he left Mom and me to cope
with the remaining brother who suf-
fered from that horrible disease.

 It was hell. I am still angry at my
father, even though he is old and frail
and doesn’t have much time left. My
wife says I need to sit down with
him, explain why I am angry, clear
the air, and also ask him to hang pic-
tures of all of his children.

I say, some wounds are better left
scabbed, if not healed. I feel that the
absence of photographs speaks of an
attitude that cannot be changed.
What do you think?

 — FORGOTTEN SON.
DEAR FORGOTTEN SON: I

think I agree with your wife. Al-
though you may not be able to
change your father’s attitude (or
priorities), it might be beneficial
for you to give him a chance to
explain why he left — one adult to
another.

And as to why only one sibling’s
picture is displayed, it could have
less to do with the amount of affec-
tion as much as the level of preoc-
cupation. Please talk to your fa-
ther before it’s too late. It could
lighten your load.

Bridge

 Famous Hand
There are plays in bridge that make a lot

of sense after they’re pointed out, but are
often overlooked in practice because they
are so unusual.

For a good example, take this example
from H.W. Kelsey’s book “More Killing
Defense.”

South gets to four spades, and West leads
his singleton club. Declarer follows low
from dummy, and East wins with the jack.

East then cashes the king of clubs, and
West has to choose a discard.

Probably most defenders would discard
a low diamond on East’s king of clubs, in
which case declarer eventually makes the
contract, losing three club tricks — period.

But if West considers the matter carefully
at trick two, he discards the queen of hearts
instead!

 And when East next cashes the ace of
clubs, West discards the ace of hearts!!

East now leads a heart, and South goes
down one.

Regardless of what declarer elects to play
on the heart return at trick four, he cannot
avoid eventually losing a trump trick to
West.

Fancy defense, you might say, but how
in the world can anybody holding the West
hand be expected to be that smart? Never-
theless, the fact remains that no harm can
come from discarding the heart queen at
trick two.

When declarer then follows to the third
club, jettisoning the ace of hearts assures
defeat of the contract, while the failure to
do so will in some cases — this one in par-
ticular — allow declarer to make the con-
tract.

Tomorrow: The line of least resistance.
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