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Judge rules for mother in custody case where dad in Iraq

LAWRENCE (AP) — Acustody
battle between a Marine stationed
in Iraq and his estranged wife may
have implications for all Kansas
service members who are overseas,
according to a lawyer involved in
the case.

A Franklin County judge has
twice ruled that a federal law meant
to protect military personnel from
civil litigation does not apply in the
custody case between Marine Cpl.
Levi Bradley and his estranged
wife, Amber Bradley.

Levi Bradley, who has lived in
Pomona and Ottawa, filed for di-
vorce in May. When he was de-
ployed to Iraq, he asked for a delay
in the custody case over their 2-
year-old son.

The Servicemember’s Civil Re-
lief Act, signed in 2003, shields

military personnel in Iraq, Afghani-
stan or other war zones from law-
suits and evictions until they are
back in the U.S. The law required
judges to postpone judgment for at
least 90 days if the service member
applies for more time.

Court records show that Levi
Bradley and his mother, Starleen
Bradley, had legal custody of the
child when he was deployed in July.
Amber Bradley, the Marine’s es-
tranged wife, signed the agreement.

LeviBradley asked in October —
a month before the first child cus-
tody hearing was scheduled — to
delay further proceedings. The ap-
plication included a letter from his
commanding officer in Iraq and his
own testimony, as the law requires.

But on Nov. 8, Franklin County
Judge James Smith ruled that the

‘ ‘ Senator Brownback feels it’s important
that members of our military . . .are not discrimi-
nated against simply because they are deployed
and unable to represent themselves.”

Brian Hart,

spokesperson for Brownback

mother should get custody of the
child, saying the federal law didn’t
apply because the temporary action
affected the child, not Levi Bradley
himself.

Smith reaffirmed his ruling last
week after the Marine’s lawyer,
Jean Ann Uvodich, filed a motion
to reconsider the decision.

“There’s really nothing that indi-
cates the law shouldn’t apply,”
Uvodich told the Lawrence Jour-
nal-World.

The attorney for Amber Bradley
said a child’s fate shouldn’t be left
inlimbo because of a parent’s mili-
tary service.

“The court needs to be able to

decide a child’s welfare,” attorney
Amy Durkin said.

Levi Bradley’s attorney said she
expects to hear from the Kansas
Court of Appeals this week about
the Marine’s appeal application.

Uvodich said there is no prece-
dentin Kansas courts for suchacase
and the outcome will influence the
rights of all Kansas service mem-
bers overseas.

Durkin, the mother’s attorney,
said that regardless of appeals, the
federal law won’t supersede the
needs of a child.

“It’s going to be appealed,”
Durkin told the Journal-World.
“We’ll see then.”

Levi Bradley’s mother, Starleen
Bradley, attended both custody
hearings.

“Icouldn’tbelieve the judge said

it,” she said, “when everything we
were reading said (the law) ap-
plied.” She called Sen. Sam Brown-
back and Rep. Dennis Moore about
the judge’s ruling.

“Senator Brownback feels it’s
important that members of our mili-
tary — and especially those who are
currently serving in the Middle East
— are not discriminated against
simply because they are deployed
and unable to represent themselves
inperson,” said Brian Hart, Brown-
back’s spokesman. “(He) wants to
make sure that the law of the land,
as stated in the Civil Relief Act, is
not ignored.”

Moore’s spokeswoman, Christie
Appelhanz, said: “Our job is not to
be legal advocates. We feel very
strongly that this needs to be played
outin court.”

Woman seeks advice on communicating with boytriend’s family

DEAR ABBY: I've been dating
a wonderful man for several
months. We have a great relation-
ship, and I know I’'m fortunate to
have him. His family is very kind
and warm. They have always wel-
comed me into their home by invit-
ing me to family events, holidays,
etc.

The challenge is, his family is
from Eastern Europe. He came to
the United States at a relatively
young age, and his English is per-
fect. However, his parents and
grandparents do not speak or under-
stand English very well.

I want so much to sit down and
have a conversation with his mom,
butIcan’t. I’'m trying to learn their
language, but their alphabet is dif-
ferent from ours. Also, I am dys-
lexic. While I will not give up on
learning their language, it will cer-
tainly not happen overnight.

I can’t afford classes to get pro-
fessional help in learning the lan-
guage, and my boyfriend can’t al-
ways be right by my side to trans-
late. I'm dying to be able to tell his
mother that the dinner was good, or
her blouse is pretty.

Canyouhelpme? This will prob-
ably be my family one day.

— LINGUISTICALLY
LIMITED IN PITTSBURGH

DEAR LIMITED: You don’t

necessarily have to learn to read
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a language to speak it. You can
learnit phonetically, by memoriz-
ing words and phrases on tape.
Ask your boyfriend to record
some of the things you would like
to say to his family, and then you
can “surprise’’ them the next time
you have dinner there.

DEAR ABBY: My fiance and I
are having a debate about our wed-
ding. He would like one of his best
friends, “Bill,” who is my ex-boy-
friend, to be one of his groomsmen.

Idon’tfeel comfortable with Bill
and his girlfriend being at our wed-
ding because they have tried to
break up my fiance and me before.
Abby, they hate me — and my fi-
ance thinks they should be there to
celebrate our marriage. What do
you think about this? Their invita-
tion depends on your response.

— UPSET IN MONTANA

DEAR UPSET: I disagree with
your boyfriend. The only guests
at your wedding should be those
who wish you well. It would be

extremely inappropriate to have
them there.

If you and your fiance have not
had premarital counseling, [ hope
you will seriously consider it —
just to be certain you are on the
same page regarding other issues
that are sure to come up once you
are married. It could save you
both a lot of frustration and
heartache. Trust me.

DEAR ABBY: About a month
ago, you printed a letter in your col-
umn about organ donations from
the father of a little boy who had
been shot to death while the family
vacationed in Europe. He had do-
nated his son’s organs in the coun-
try where the tragedy occurred.

It brought to mind a question I
have had for years about organ do-
nation. Is it true that if you are an
organ donor, your family has to pay
to have it done?

— LONNIE IN GREEN-
FIELD, MO.

DEAR LONNIE: The answer
to your question is NO. The donor
family does not have to pay any-
thing. This question has appeared
in my column in years past. Ac-
cording to the Living Bank in
Houston, the person who receives
the organ is responsible for the
expenses. The costs are usually
covered by health insurance, in-

cluding Medicare and Medicaid.
The amount of insurance cover-
age depends on the organ in-
volved, and the kind of insurance
policy the recipient has.

DEAR ABBY: I am 8 years old,
and I have a question that has both-
ered me for months. Is Santa Claus
areal person, and if not, why does
everyone say he is? And if Santa
Claus ISN’T real, where do all the
letters go?

— CONFUSED IN KING-
STON, N.Y.

DEAR CONFUSED: Santa
Claus is more than a human be-
ing. Santa Clausis theliving sym-
bol of selfless giving, handed
down from one generation to the
next. In 1897, a girl named Vir-
ginia asked the same question in
anewspaper. A very wise newspa-
per editor, Frank Church, wrote
in reply:

“Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa
Claus. ... The most real things in
the world are those which neither
children nor men can see. ...
Thank God, he (Santa Claus)
lives, and helives forever. A thou-
sand years from now — nay, 10
times 10,000 years from now, he
will continue to make glad the
heart of childhood.”

Letters to Santa Claus go
where every other letter goes —

directly to the U.S. Postal Service,
which makes sure the letters
reach their destinationregardless
of “rain, hail, sleet or snow.”

Read on for a testimony from a
true believer:

DEAR ABBY: Yesterday after-
noon, as I was opening my mail, I
came across an envelope with my
name and address printed on it, but
no return address. [ assumed it was
junk mail that had been made to
look like a Christmas card, but cu-
riosity got the better of me, so I
opened it.

Inside was a Christmas card. It
was signed “Santa,” and inside
were five $100 bills!

I checked the postmark. It read,
“Grand Rapids, Mich., Dec. 9.”
Abby, I don’t know anyone in
Grand Rapids.

I’m divorced. My ex-husband
hasn’t been helping me to support
our children. Times have been hard.
Obviously, the card was sent by
someone who cares about us very
much — someone who went to
great trouble to remain anonymous.
The money was a blessing. An
equally greatblessing is the fact that
my children had achance to witness
such an act of generosity and kind-
ness.

I'hope that Santa is reading your
column today, because I wantto say
thank you very much from the bot-

tom of my heart. I am grateful.
— STILL BELIEVES IN
SANTA, HOUSTON
DEAR STILL BELIEVES:
I’m printing your letter with the
conviction that some kind of elf
will ensure that it is delivered as
far north as a reindeer can fly. A
perceptive person once said that
true generosity is doing some-
thing nice for someone without
taking credit for it. However, your
caseis exceptional — and how fit-
ting of your benefactor, “Santa,”
to take a bow. I know readers of
all ages will be as gratified asI was
to read about his act of kindness

in this, the season of giving.

DEAR ABBY: When you’re a
guest in someone’s home and use
the powder room, and the only soap
on the bathroom sink is the kind
that’s pretty and looks like little
flowers — do you use one and
throw itaway when you’re finished,
or just rinse your hands with plain
water?

— EMBARRASSED IN
DELAWARE

DEAR EMBARRASSED:
Please don’t feel embarrassed;
yoursis a very common question.
The answer is that guests should
feel free to use what is offered by
their hosts. The hosts can throw
away the soap later if they wish.
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Charter

Bus Service

Company & Group Charters
Escorted Vacation Tours
Christmas Parties « Casino Trips

LAZY K COACH CO.
1-866-277-0679

Burlington,CO
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Warta Chiropractic & Fitness Club

Where You Can Still Get A Full Spine Adjustment for 1980’s Fees!

“Science & Nature Working Together For You.”

Mon. & Wed.: 2 -7 p.m.
Tue., Thur. & Fri.: BC/BS CAP Provider
10a.m. -3 p.m.

Dr. AJ. Warta

25 years of experience as a licensed chiropractor!
415 N. Franklin » Colby ¢ 460-3350
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Cookbooks & Candles

Custom Cabinetry e Natural Stone Counter Tops
Showroom -Southwind Plaza ~ Colby, KS

785-460-1100 or 462-7843

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service

&
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Local DURO-LAST
Contractor

Murray Roofing

740 E. 4th
Colby, KS 67701

Residential & Commercial

ROOFING

® Duro-Last Roofing, Inc.

FREE ESTIMATES

785-462-6908
800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

ROOFMASTERS

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

905 E 4th Street

Colby, KS 67701

Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

PO5B007 03/06

Jane W. Johnson, Agent

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Car + Home =Big Savings

See me for Car and Home Insurance and save.

STATE FARM

ct
INSURAN Y

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm e Home Offices: Bloomington, IL

1114 Main, Gem (7 85) 452-35.[}-1

+ Tree Removal & Trimming ¢ Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

e

Western Appraisal
Service & Property

Inspections

Paul Bailey

Owner

For your appraisal or property inspection needs.
Over 25 years of combined experience dealing
with property inspections.

A licensed real estate appraiser and listed

Office: (785) 460-2839
Fax: (785) 460-7356

on the FHA Register.

New

System

650 N. Grant  Colby, KS 67701

Professional
Window Cleaning

Commercial ® Residential

Chris & Beth Lewon

~ “We do windows!”’

Call for your FREE estimate:
785-462-6995 ~

800-611-6735

BLOOD WORK

THOMAS county mearrn nePARTIENT

OFFERING LOW COST FAMILY PLANNING SERVICES

IMMUNIZATIONS

HEALTH SCREENINGS LACTATION SUPPORT
MANY OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE

JUST ASK
CALL FOR INFORMATION
785-460-4596




