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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

 It’s All Very Logical
A defender cannot rely on standard procedure — that

is, what one would do most of the time — and expect
to get the best results. Take this deal where West leads
a spade against three notrump. Dummy follows low,
and if East makes the mistake of playing the ace, de-
clarer makes the contract.

South ducks the jack continuation and wins the third
spade with the king. He then tries a club finesse, los-
ing to East’s king, but scores the rest of the tricks as
West’s two good spades are left withering on the vine.

Now let’s suppose East plays the jack of spades on
the opening trick rather than the ace. In that case, South
is essentially forced to win the trick with the king, since
the whole suit could be run against him if West had the
ace. He would then go down one after the club finesse
lost and East played the ace and another spade.

It is true that in playing the jack rather than the ace,
East must violate the general practice of playing third
hand high. Nevertheless, the play of the jack has solid
logic behind it.

By the Rule of Eleven, East knows that declarer has
only one spade higher than the six. If he assumes that
card is the king, the jack automatically becomes the
proper play. However, it is also true that if the card is
the queen, it costs East a trick to play the jack.

The question, therefore, is whether South is more
likely to have the queen or the king. Given that South
should have a minimum of 16 points in high cards for
his one-notrump opening, and that East can see 22
points between his own hand and dummy, it becomes
impossible for West to hold the king. Consequently,
the jack is the proper play at trick one.

Tomorrow: It could happen to anyone.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

It Could Happen to Anyone
The chief purpose of a pre-emptive bid is to make

things difficult for the opponents. The bid is made in
the hope that the opponents, who presumably have the
balance of strength, will get fouled up in the bidding.

Consider this deal where East opened three dia-
monds and South doubled for takeout. West passed, and
North responded four clubs. South understandably
retreated to four hearts, and West just as understand-
ably doubled.

Declarer won the diamond lead with the ace and
played the queen of trumps. West took his ace and led
a second diamond. East won and returned a spade,
whereupon West played the Q-A and led a third spade
for East to ruff. East returned a club to partner’s ace,
and West later scored the jack of trumps to defeat the
contract four tricks — 1,100 points!

If you study the matter fairly, you find that South
really did nothing terribly wrong in the bidding. He
might have overcalled with three hearts instead of
doubling, but that was his only real alternative — and
even three hearts would have gone down 800. To pass
three diamonds was simply impossible.

Of course, had North held West’s hand, South’s
double would have worked out exceedingly well. In
that case, North-South might have reached a grand
slam in spades, which could not be defeated.

The actual deal vividly demonstrates the advantages
that can accrue from a pre-emptive bid. Players who
pass up the opportunity for such a bid with a weak hand
often lose a chance to create a huge windfall in their
favor. Who would think, looking only at East’s hand,
that his three-diamond bid would produce 1,100
points?

Tomorrow: Bad luck is not always fatal.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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