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Smart women dispair about true love
DEAR ABBY: Several of my

friends and I were bemoaning our
status as single women in our late
20s/early 30s, and discussing an ar-
ticle we had read in The New York
Times about how smart women are
less likely to get married. We’d all
like to find Mr. Wonderful and be
married. But if we have to curtail our
professional success, financial
wherewithal and IQ to do it, how can
a person even begin to do such a
thing?

I have a feeling you’ll say to be
ourselves and it will all work out, but
thus far it has NOT worked out, and
we’re starting to worry. Personally,
I think we’d be better off to take jobs
as “administrators” in a large com-
pany somewhere and hope for the
best.

Help, Abby! What’s the answer
for smart, fun women who have
their acts together? How can we best
poise ourselves to find true love
while being true to ourselves?

— LOSING FAITH IN
FINDING MR. RIGHT

DEAR LOSING FAITH: The
truth is, there are no guarantees
that ANYONE (male or female)
will land a mate. It isn’t easy these
days because people are commit-
ment-phobic. And this applies to
individuals at all economic and
educational levels, not just you at
the top. Pairing off is often a mat-
ter of luck and timing — being in
the right place at the right time.

Eligible members of both sexes
can be found in places of common
interest — places that are intellec-
tually rewarding, culturally sti-
mulating, athletically challenging
or financially advantageous. As to
whether you should downgrade
your job level in order to appear
less “threatening,” I guarantee
that if you don’t take financial
care of yourselves while you can,
you will regret it later. To para-
phrase Abraham Lincoln, you
could fool some of the bachelors

some of the time, but you couldn’t
fool all of them all of the time.

There are worse things than not
finding Prince Charming, and
one of them is spending your life
pretending to be something you
are not. So my advice is to stop
reading defeatist newspaper and
magazine articles. They’ll only
make you desperate, clingy and
depressed — and none of those
traits is attractive to either sex.

DEAR ABBY: My husband and
I recently had a baby. We chose a
mature, Christian couple to be our
child’s godparents.

However, my brother-in-law is
infuriated over the fact that he’s not
the godparent. He has disowned my
husband and wants nothing to do
with us.

Behavior such as this in the past
is part of the reason he wasn’t cho-
sen. However, I need to know this:
Did we have an obligation to choose
him as a godparent? How should we
handle his immaturity and control-
ling behavior?

— NEEDS TO KNOW IN
OHIO

DEAR NEEDS TO KNOW: A
godparent can either be a relative
or a close friend, and you were not
obligated to choose one over the
other.

Your brother-in-law may be
hurt that he wasn’t chosen, but his
subsequent behavior has been so
childish that it’s apparent you
made the right decision. The way
to handle his immature and con-
trolling behavior is to forgive him
for it, and go on with your lives.

CONFIDENTIAL TO ED-
WARD PHILLIPS IN MINNEA-
POLIS: Happy Birthday, baby
brother! I hope you’re enjoying
your special day.

DEAR ABBY: Could you please
give me some advice regarding
proper wedding etiquette when it
comes to giving the bride and groom
a blessing?

Our daughter was recently mar-
ried, and her maid of honor and best
man each gave a small speech with
a toast. My husband was planning to
give them a blessing and say a prayer
over them.

However, before he had a chance
to get the microphone, an older
friend of the family got hold of it and
gave a blessing she had absolutely
no authority to give. She went on for
five minutes while my husband
fumed the whole time. He felt like
he was robbed.

We have not discussed our feel-
ings with this woman, and are un-
sure how to handle this situation. We
don’t want this to happen again at
our next wedding.

— ROBBED IN ILLINOIS
DEAR ROBBED: Your ques-

tion is a first. I have never heard
of “blessing etiquette” or an order
of priority for offering them. As
far as I’m concerned, the more
prayers and blessings a couple
receives, the better — and your
husband should have stepped up
to the plate and offered his own.

P.S. The way to prevent some-
one from grabbing the micro-
phone and speaking out of turn
would be to control who has it, and
have a list of scheduled speakers.

* * * * *
Editor’s note: Dear Abby is writ-

ten by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.

Bridge

 Bad Luck Is Not Always
Fatal

It is certainly not a rarity for declarer to en-
counter unlucky developments during the play
of a hand. In a surprising number of cases,
though, bad news can be changed into good
news — provided declarer keeps his cool.

Consider this deal where South started with
11 sure tricks — four spades, three diamonds,
three clubs and a heart — and saw three differ-
ent ways of trying for the slam-going trick. The
critical trick could materialize if the missing
clubs or diamonds were divided 3-3 or, failing
both, if the heart finesse succeeded.

South began by cashing four spades, East
contributing a heart on the fourth round as de-
clarer discarded two hearts from dummy. South
then cashed the K-Q-A of diamonds, but his
first chance went aglimmering when West dis-
carded a heart on the third diamond lead.

Declarer next tried the A-K-Q of clubs and
saw his second chance go down the drain when
East discarded a heart on the third round of
clubs. It now appeared that South had only one
last shot for the slam — a heart finesse against
East.

But declarer suddenly realized there was a
different way of producing a 12th trick — one
that could not possibly fail. With only three
more tricks to go, West was known to hold the
jack of clubs and — since he had no more
spades or diamonds — precisely two hearts.
South had no idea which two hearts West held,
but it didn’t really matter. A club lead from
dummy forced West to win and return a heart
at trick 12, thereby assuring the slam regard-
less of where the heart king was located.

South thus converted the supposedly bad
news of the 4-2 club division into good news
by adapting his play to the situation that had
developed. In fact, after West showed up with
four clubs, the slam was just as certain to suc-
ceed as it would have been had the clubs divided
3-3.

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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