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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston Crossword Bridge
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [F SEVERAL INSECTS
ARE FOUND ON A MOVABLE WINDOW COVER,
MIGHT THOSE BE SHUTTER BUGS?
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went:

South West North East
Pass Pass 1D Pass
3D Pass 3S Pass
4C Pass 4H Pass
5C Pass 5D Pass
6D Dble

At this table, South passed originally, but then
tried to make up for it by bidding strongly later on.
North’s one-diamond bid, rather than one spade, was
also systemic. South finally bid six diamonds over
North’s two slam tries, and again this ignominious
contract gotdoubled. So the outcome was atie, each
declarer going down one, and no blood was spilled.

Itdoes seem odd, at this level of competition, that
both pairs should undertake a slam missing the A-
Kof trumps, butit goes to show thateven the world’s
best players are only human.

Tomorrow: A very valuable convention.
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The bidding:
North East South West
1 & Pass 1@ Pass
2 ¥ Pass 4 ¥

Opening lead — three of spades.

A Very Valuable Convention

Here is a dramatic example of the use of the suit-
preference convention, invented by Hy Lavinthal in
1933.

West leads the three of spades against South’s four-
heart contract. Under most circumstances, with a spade
holding including the A-K, East would win the first
trick with the king. Butin the present case, to show that
he has only two spades, East reverses the usual proce-
dure by winning the first trick with the ace and the next
one with the king.

If West is paying attention, he should realize that his
partner’s high-low indicates a doubleton spade. West
therefore plays his jack of spades on East’s king!

West’s startling play of the jack, clearly a suit-pref-
erence signal since he must have lower spades in his
hand, directs East to lead adiamond, rather than a club,
at trick three. This is because West’s play of an unnec-
essarily high card asks for the higher-ranking side suit
to be returned; if West had desired a club return, he
would have played his lowest spade to ask for a lead
of the lower-ranking suit.

Asaresult, the very reasonable contract gets slaugh-
tered. West ruffs East’s diamond return and plays a
spade. When dummy ruffs with the queen, East
overruffs with the king and returns another diamond.
Westruffs and plays still another spade. When dummy
ruffs with the ten, East overruffs with the jack to put
anend tothe carnage and defeat the contract three tricks
— 300 points!

Note that if there were no such weapon as the suit-
preference signal, East might very well elect to return
aclub at trick three instead of a diamond. This misdi-
rected shot would turn out to be very expensive indeed.
Declarer would finish with 10 tricks instead of seven,
and so would score a vulnerable game instead of go-
ing down three.

12-26

© 2005 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“I'll teach you to play this game
as soon as somebody reads
me the directions.”
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“Mommy! Your big candle got little!”




