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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

 Famous Hand
There are hands played in the annual world cham-

pionship where the outcome is the same at both
tables and therefore receives little notice. But some
deals merit attention nevertheless — particularly
when both teams fall from grace and duplicate their
sins. One of the most startling cases of this sort oc-
curred in the match between Brazil and the United
States in 1973.

 When a Brazilian pair held the North-South
cards, the bidding went as shown. North’s two-dia-
mond response to South’s opening diamond bid was
systemic and indicated a very good hand. The bid-
ding was fairly natural from this point on, but, al-
though South indicated his willingness to stop at five
diamonds, North could not resist the temptation to
bid six. West doubled, and declarer went down one.

When a U.S. pair sat North-South, the bidding
went:

South      West    North East
Pass      Pass    1 D Pass
3 D       Pass     3 S Pass
4 C       Pass     4 H    Pass
5 C       Pass     5 D    Pass
6 D       Dble
At this table, South passed originally, but then

tried to make up for it by bidding strongly later on.
North’s one-diamond bid, rather than one spade, was
also systemic. South finally bid six diamonds over
North’s two slam tries, and again this ignominious
contract got doubled. So the outcome was a tie, each
declarer going down one, and no blood was spilled.

It does seem odd, at this level of competition, that
both pairs should undertake a slam missing the A-
K of trumps, but it goes to show that even the world’s
best players are only human.

Tomorrow: A very valuable convention.
 (c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

   A Very Valuable Convention
Here is a dramatic example of the use of the suit-

preference convention, invented by Hy Lavinthal in
1933.

West leads the three of spades against South’s four-
heart contract. Under most circumstances, with a spade
holding including the A-K, East would win the first
trick with the king. But in the present case, to show that
he has only two spades, East reverses the usual proce-
dure by winning the first trick with the ace and the next
one with the king.

If West is paying attention, he should realize that his
partner’s high-low indicates a doubleton spade. West
therefore plays his jack of spades on East’s king!

West’s startling play of the jack, clearly a suit-pref-
erence signal since he must have lower spades in his
hand, directs East to lead a diamond, rather than a club,
at trick three. This is because West’s play of an unnec-
essarily high card asks for the higher-ranking side suit
to be returned; if West had desired a club return, he
would have played his lowest spade to ask for a lead
of the lower-ranking suit.

As a result, the very reasonable contract gets slaugh-
tered. West ruffs East’s diamond return and plays a
spade. When dummy ruffs with the queen, East
overruffs with the king and returns another diamond.
West ruffs and plays still another spade. When dummy
ruffs with the ten, East overruffs with the jack to put
an end to the carnage and defeat the contract three tricks
— 300 points!

Note that if there were no such weapon as the suit-
preference signal, East might very well elect to return
a club at trick three instead of a diamond. This misdi-
rected shot would turn out to be very expensive indeed.
Declarer would finish with 10 tricks instead of seven,
and so would score a vulnerable game instead of go-
ing down three.
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