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Family

Winter

nuisance

HAYS — A home insect “inva-
sion” can happen any time warm
temperatures interrupt acold High
Plains winter.

That’s always been true in
houses serving as winter shelter for
red-marked, black boxelder bugs.

Nowadays, however, another in-
sect population can be overwinter-
ing indoors, too. In some places
these temporary boarders have
numbered in the tens or even hun-
dreds of thousands, said J.P.
Michaud, entomologist with Kan-
sas State University’s Research
Center in Hays.

His concern about these new in-
sects is only partly tied to how
much of a nuisance they can be.

Asian lady beetles are related to
the U.S. beetles known as ladybugs
which Americans fondly copy in
black-spotted red pins and other
ornaments. Inmany ways, the alien
species is similar.

During fall, however, huge num-
bers of the Asian beetles tend to
congregate on light-colored, sunny
buildings. They canlook like a lit-
eral swarm of small yellow-orange
to orange-red insects with varied
back markings, ranging from
many spots to none.

They might seem to be a meet-
ing of different species except for
the four black marks that form a
“W” oneach one’s thorax, just be-
hind the head.

If they gain access to shelter,
these beetles can become even
more of abother during winter. An
outdoor warmup can inspire both
boxelder bugs and Asian lady
beetles to leave hiding places in
cracks, crevices, attics and walls.
They’ll crawl or fly around their
adopted home, roaming from light

Qard Shower

fixtures to rugs. The
bugs may defecate
on curtains. But
the beetles cando
even worse, the
entomologist
warned.

Michaud’s
bigger
worry is
that the
beetles actually are
invaders. They some-
how made their way
from Asia, showing up
in Kansas fields and
buildings by the late
1990s. In contrast to
their scientific name
of “Harmonia,”
they’re now proving
to be aggressive predators across
the country.

“Harmonia axyridis’ will feed
on all kinds of things — even the
larvae of other ladybugs. A big
concern in the scientific commu-
nity now is a seeming decline
among our six native lady beetle
species,” said Michaud, who is a
K-State Research and Extension
specialist in integrated pest man-
agement.

The Asian beetles have been in
Kansas for at least five years, he
said. But, their firstreal population
explosion followed the first large
infestations of soybean aphids in
2002-03. Evidently, the new
aphids are a preferred prey that,
when they’re abundant, canlead to
large “Harmonia” populations.

That’s also when Kansans
learned Asian lady beetles aren’t
afraid of humans. They can fly and
will land almost anywhere. If they
land on bare skin, they can pinch

Juanita Dawes is celebrating her
85th birthday Tuesday, Jan. 3. For
those wanting to send greetings,
cards may reach her at: 620 S.
Grant, Colby, Kan. 67701.

The Colby Free Press wants to
maintain an accurate record of our
town. Please report any error or lack

of clarity in a news story to us at
462-3963.

hard enough that
people expect
(but don’t
get) bro-
ken skin.
When
dis -
turbed,
the

beetles also
emit yellow-or-
ange blood that
smells foul, a de-
fense they evolved
to protect them-
selves against
birds.

“If they

swarm around
your home in winter, this material
can stain walls and home furnish-
ings. The more beetles, the more
the damage will be and the more
intense the bad odor,” Michaud
said. “Some people also can de-
velop an allergic reaction to being
around Asian lady beetles.”

He advises homeowners to use
a vacuum cleaner to collect clus-
ters of the beetles inside buildings.
If possible, the vacuum’s sealed
bag should go immediately into an
outdoor trash container.

“I'tell people not to worry about
doing that. These insects aren’t
protected. And, we already know
their pest status can equal or ex-
ceed the benefits they provide in
crop protection,” Michaud said.
“Besides, the mortality inflicted
by humans is likely to have no
impact on natural populations.”

Markets

Quotes as of close of
previous business day
Hi-Plains Co-op

Wheat $3.71
Corn $1.94
Milo $2.93
Soybeans No bid

\XWinona welcomes new resident

Joslyn Marie Nichols is the new-
estresident of Winona. Her parents,
Dathan and Sarena Nichols, and
brother Nathaniel, are happy she
joined their family Friday, Dec. 16,
2005. She was born at Citizens
Medical Center in Colby. She
weighed 7 pounds, 13 ounces and
was 20 1/4 inches long. Jerry and
Rhonda Nichols are the paternal
grandparents and Lindy and Lola
Bretz are paternal great-grandpar-
ents. Dave Tarman of Tribune is the
maternal grandfather.

Most of the pews were filled in
the Winona U.M. Church Sunday
when the choir sang a Christmas
musical, “A Carol to the King.” It
carried a heart-warming, energetic
message with some contemporary
mixed in with familiar Christmas
carols. Dianne Schertz played a pi-
ano prelude. Amy Lorenzen sang a
lullaby written and accompanied by
her mother, Charlene Taylor. Rev.
Michael Euritextended a welcome
to visitors and the choir. Rev. Eurit
and Art Koster narrated. Tricia Tay-
lor spoke words the virgin Mary
mighthave spoken. Dianne Schertz
was the accompanist. Singers were
Pastor Mike Eurit, Pat Koster, Pam
Lewallen, Art Koster, Amy
Lorenzen, Ruth Smith, Charlene
Taylor, Donita Goyen, Norma Lee
Plummer, Tara Ballentine, Donna
Carmichael, Bernard Merica, Tricia
Taylor, Sam Smith, LaVonne
Baxter, Rachael Smith, Beth Lamb,
Shelly Plummer, Shawn Plummer,
Denise Shoff, Heather Ballentine,
Matt Ballentine, Heather Martin,
Joyce Eurit and Maleen Michel.
Jean Lowe was director. Refresh-
ments followed the performance.

A pre-Christmas dinner for Mike
and Sheryl Kough’s family was
held Sunday at their rural Russell
Springs home. Stan and Lori Head-
ings, Camry and Riley traveled
from Marienthal on the beautiful
Christmasy day. Cole and Linsey
Mackley, Jace and Dalton of Sharon
Springs and Arron Kough com-
pleted the family circle. Amy Wil-
son of Colby was a guest.

All the seats were occupied in the
Triplains auditorium Tuesday
evening for the annual all-school
Christmas program directed by

Jean
Lowe

® Winona
Correspondent

music teacher Glenda Graham.

The Bob Pfeiff family celebrated
Christmas early this year. They met
in Salinaon Dec. 17,2005. Attend-
ing were Bob and Wilma Pfeiff,
Mike and Sandi Margheim, Doug
and Jon of Winona, Mike
Margheim and Jamie of Burrton,
Chris Stout, Kelsea and Wyatt of
Princteton, Dennis Pfeiff of Salina,
Dennis Pfeiff, Jr., Stephine,
DeShawn, Seqcora and Melea of
Moundridge, Amber Fields, Zowie
and Chase of Hutchinson, Ken and
Kristie Pfeiff, Anthony and Tim of
Sutherland, Neb., and Brenda Pfeiff
of Keller, Texas.

Joyce, Alex, Colin and Sarah
Eurit, Sheila Plummer and Heather
Ballentine were guests at Son Shine
Kids Club Wednesday. Pastor Mike
Eurit talked about the birth of Jesus
with the kids. They played balloon
volleyball, ate pizza and left with
treats. There will be no kids club

Save up to

50%

on Christmas
Items

We take all common
MEDICARE Part D
Insurance Plans!

PALACE
DRUG STORE

Downtown Colby
460-7507

Wednesday

Usually I am hesitant to write in
first person. Having the opportunity
of seeing a picturesque view of
Russell Springs covered in a blan-
ket of snow, I can’t resist relaying
toyouits beauty. The tranquillity of
the village under the undefiled vir-
gin snow, except for the tracks of
winding paths made by cattlemen
out early to tend their herds, was
breath-taking. Icicles adorned the
eaves of Helen Thacker’s house as
if carefully placed one by one.
Abandoned vehicles were trans-
formed into sculptures as if created
by skilled artists. The view from the
Butterfield Trail Museum south to
the Smoky River was like a Currier
and Ives painting. There were ex-
panses of open country, one could
imagine, were imploring someone
to infringe upon its vastness for a
game of fox and geese. By the time
I returned to Winona the sun had
begun to erase the fantasy world I
was caught up in.

The

is on at
Someplace Special!

STOREWIDE SAVINGS
ENDS JANUARY 5TH!

It’'s worth stopping by for the

OUTRAGEOUS
SALE

On Sat. Dec. 31¢
7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
SAVINGS THIS

OUTRAGEOUS ONLY
HAPPEN ONCE A YEAR!!

185 W. 4th
462-7136
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Warta Chiropractic & Fitness Club

Where You Can Still Get A Full Spine Adjustment for 1980’s Fees!

Mon. & Wed.: 2 -7 p.m
Tue., Thur. & Fri.:
10a.m.-3 p.m.

“Science & Nature Working Together For You.”

BC/BS CAP Provider

Dr. AJ. Warta 1?*/
25 years of experience as a licensed chiropractor! %{%

415 N. Franklin » Colby ¢ 460-3350

P

S

Cookbooks & Candles

Custom Cabinetry ¢ Natural Stone Counter Tops
Showroom -Southwind Plaza ~ Colby, KS

785-460-1100 or 462-7843

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service

D

Residential &

Local DURO-LAST
Contractor

Murray Roofing

740 E. 4th
Colby, KS 67701

ROOFING

® Duro-Last Roofing, Inc.

Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES

785-462-6908
800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

ROOFMASTERS

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

905 E 4th Street

Colby, KS 67701

Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

PO58007 03/06

Jane W. Johnson, Agent

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Car + Home =Big Savings

See me for Car and Home Insurance and save.

STATE FARM

INIUIANC%

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm « Home Offices: Bicomington, IL

1114 Main, Gem (785) 462-3501

* Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

Western Appraisal
Service & Property

Inspections

Paul Bailey

Owner

For your appraisal or property inspection needs.
Over 25 years of combined experience dealing
with property inspections.

A licensed real estate appraiser and listed

Office: (785) 460-2839
Fax: (785) 460-7356

on the FHA Register.

New

System

650 N. Grant * Colby, KS 67701

Professional
Window Cleaning

Commercial ® Residential

Chris & Beth Lewon ~

“We do windows!”’

Call for your FREE estimate:
785-462-6995 ~

800-611-6735

THOMAS county meacrn nePARTHENT

OFFERING LOW COST FAMILY PLANNING SERVICES
BLOOD WORK  IMMUNIZATIONS

HEALTH SCREENINGS LACTATION SUPPORT
MANY OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE

JUST ASK

785-460

CALL FOR INFORMATION

-4596




