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MANHATTAN — Greg Shipe
had afateful day back in 1969 - the
kind of day that determines the
course of a lifetime.

For Shipe, that day came when
he was serving in the Navy and
stationed in Vietnam. Hereceived
word from home that his grand-
mother was planning to sell her
farm near Eudora, in northeast
Kansas.

Hisreaction might seemalittle
surprising, given thathe was born
in Chicago and raised in Dodge
City, Kan. - far from the land that
his grandparents farmed. But
Shipe, aself-described “city kid,”
contacted his grandmother and
urged hernot to sell - rather to wait
until he came home from over-
seas.

That decision resulted in what
is now the 150-acre Davenport
Orchard, Vineyard and Winery,
which produces 15 varieties of
grapes and 30 different wines, as
well as peaches, apples and
pears.

“I would love to plant it all to
grapes,” said Shipe, who was a
presenter at the recent Kansas
Grape Growing Seminar in Man-
hattan. He and his wife, Charlee,
have 13 acres devoted to grapes.

The seminar was sponsored by
Kansas State University Research
and Extension and the Kansas De-
partment of Commerce.

Shipe joined others who ranged
from rookie grape growers to vet-
eran viticulturists in exploring fur-
ther opportunities for grape grow-
ing and winemaking in Kansas.

And opportunities abound, ac-
cording to Janna Dunbar of the Kan-
sas Department of Commerce. A
survey of the 13 wineries currently
operating in Kansas indicated that
the state needs at least 100 more
acres planted to grapes in the next
five years.

That may not sound like much
acreage to wheat and corn growers,
whose crops sometimes spread over
hundreds of acres, but the average
size vineyard in Kansasis about five
acres, according to Shipe, whois the
president of the Kansas Viticulture
and Farm Winery Association.
That’s partly because of greater
startup costs and yields per acre.

“Anacre of grapes canyield from
2,000 to 8,000 pounds or more and
can sell for $0.25 to $0.50 per
pound. That means an acre of grapes
can be worth $500 to $4,000,” he
said.

Determining the site on which to

Grape growers learn about
opportunities Kansas

‘ ‘ That means an acre of

grapes can be worth $500 to
$4,000.”
Greg Shipe,
Kansas Viticulture and Farm Winery Assoc.

start a vineyard and selecting the
cultivars to grow are the most im-
portant first steps, according to
Kansas State University assistant
professor of horticulture, Sorkel
Kadir.

Her research at K-State’s Re-
search Vineyard at the university’s
Wichita Research Center identifies
grape cultivars suited for Kansas.

“If you don’t do it (site selection
and preparation) right, it’s like pre-
paring to run a race by shooting
yourself in the foot,” said Andy
Allen, with the Mid-America Viti-
culture and Enology Center at Mis-
souri State University-Mountain
Grove.

“Grape vines don’t really pro-
duce until they’re three years old
and don’treach maximum fruit pro-
duction until they’re four years old,
but they can live up to 40 to 50

years,” Kadir said, adding that
most vines will produce at least
25 to 30 years if managed prop-
erly.

For maximum yields, grape
vines like a soil pH of 6 to 6.5
best, but vines will grow under
different conditions, even after
much of the plant is killed by an
unseasonable freeze.

“Grape vineis just like a weed
-itwill almostalways come back
again,” Kadir said.

Deciding on the right type of
trellis to support the particular
type of grapes to be grown is an-
other key decision that needs to
be made up front, Allen said.
Some trellis systems are more
expensive to build than others.
Some lend themselves to me-
chanical harvesting while others
work better for manual harvest.

Meth users use ID theft

RIVERSIDE, Calif. (AP) —
Stealing mail. Digging through
trash. Days spent in front of a com-
puter trying to unlock financial in-
formation.

All to score methamphetamine.

Authorities are discovering that
more and more desperate users of
the drug are turning to identity theft
to pay for their habit, creating a
criminal nexus costing Americans
millions of dollars.

The trend is sweeping the West
and spreading to other parts of the
country, with one hub of activity in
the garages and trailer parks of Riv-
erside and San Bernardino counties
on the fringe of suburban Los An-
geles.

The region was the site of a third
of California’s nearly 500 meth lab
busts in 2004 and is home to the
second-highest number of identity
theft victims in the nation.

“It’s been said the two crimes go
together like rats and garbage,” said
Jack Lucky, a Riverside County
prosecutor who nearly became a
victim of ID theft himself before his
personal information was found at
a meth lab.

The connection is posing a major
challenge for authorities, who un-
til recently tended to overlook or
neglect identity theft evidence at
meth labs in favor of pursuing drug
charges that are easier to prove and
carry stiffer penalties.

“We weren’teducated or sophis-
ticated enough to spot what they
were doing,” said Riverside County
sheriff’s Sgt. Steve Koller, anarcot-
ics task force member. “It’s taken us
a while to catch up.”

U.S. Sen. Maria Cantwell, D-
Wash., has called on the Depart-
ment of Justice to study the link fur-
ther and recommend tougher pen-
alties for those convicted of both
crimes.

“What we are probably going to
find is that there is a stronger con-
nection than we know right now,”
she said.

No figures were available on just
how much the link is costing con-
sumers. Separately, however, meth
use and identity theft have each
taken their toll.

Nearly 10 million Americans fell
victim last year to identity theft,
costing $5 billion. Meanwhile, the
popularity of methamphetamine
has grown, with an estimated 12
million people trying itatleastonce.

Police said meth users — known
as “cranksters” — are drawn to
identity theft because they can stay
up for days scanning computer
records or go “Dumpster diving”
for discarded financial information.

A drug dealer recently provided
fake identities to a woman in Phoe-
nix who allegedly used them to buy
cell phones. She was paid with
methamphetamine, and the phones
were later used by some of the
dealer’s associates, authorities said.

Last summer, Georgia authorities
tracked atleast 20 thieves — known
as the “Mailbox Meth Gang” —
who cruised housing subdivisions
looking for raised flags on mail-
boxes that could yield checks and
bank statements to exchange for
meth. Investigators found 14,000
credit card numbers in a laptop

computer seized from the gang.

Police said the thieves typically
do not target one spot too long and
often divide tasks, with different
persons stealing the identity, con-
verting it and then using it.

Alameda police Sgt. Anthony
Munoz said as many as 85 percent
of the identity theft cases he inves-
tigates have a connection to meth-
amphetamine use.

Come see us for your Wine &
Champagne needs!

ON SALE

Ballatore & Asti

Happy New Year From The

1920 S. Rang’e U 460- 0235
Open 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Saturday

State has history

of grapes,wine

MANHATTAN — Even with the
recent flurry of interest in grape
growing and winemaking in Kan-
sas, it may take awhile for the state
to get back to its once prominent
place in winemaking history. Here
are some facts about grape growing
and winemaking in Kansas, accord-
ing to the Kansas Department of
Commerce:

1880 - Kansas became the first
state to outlaw the manufacture and
sale of alcohol through a constitu-
tional amendment. Overtime, vine-
yards became non-existent.

*1901 - 5,668 acres of grapes
were still being produced.

*1919 - 18th amendment begin-
ning National Prohibition was

passed.

*1933 - National Prohibition
ended, but Kansas did not allow
wineries until 1985 with the pas-
sage of the Farm Winery Act.

*2004 - Kansas wineries had
nearly $1.2 million in sales, with the
industry employing 42 full-time
workers and 67 part-time employ-
ees with a payroll of nearly $1 mil-
lion. Many vineyards rely on volun-
teer labor for pruning and harvest-
ing.

2005 - 170 acres of grapes were
grown in Kansas.

2005 - 13 Kansas wineries pro-
duced 50,000 gallons of wine. Six
of the wineries opened within the
past year.

'~ nwkansas.com

Get connected to the Internet with us!
We have local technical support.

Get connected today/!

Call 462-3963

INVENTORY
R E ED U & i1 N

SALE

Dec. 26th - 31th ~
Jan. 1st~ 11 a.m. - 4:00

* Embroidery Sewing Machines (Close out prices)
* Instock Drapery Fabric

REDUCTION

* Quilting Cotton & Flannel

9a.m.-5p.m.

($1 to $5 a yard)

Reduced!

Hot Yopics

405 N Franklin ¢ Colby

NOW AVAILABLE:
e Display Cases - Different Sizes

* Revolving Cases
e Some lighted and some not
Come by or give us a call: 785-443-1339

BE PART OF A CARING TEAM

Gove County Medical Center
will be giving a Certified Nurses Aide Class

Beginning Monday January 9, 2006
through Friday February 3, 2006

The cost of the class is $250.00
which includes your textbook and state exam fees.

Class size will be limited to 12 students.

To reserve your place in class, call
Chasity Lewis at (785) 754-3341., Ext. 230.

A class that will benefit vour future!
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# " HOUDAYS

Wishing you and yours a joyous

holiday season and a healthy,

prosperous ncw year.

We appreciate your business and
look forward to continuing to
serve our community for many

holidays to come.

Lisa Wilson
Raymond James Financial Advisor

RAYMOND JANIES

FEINANCIAL SERVICES, INC
Member NASD/SIPC

Phone: 785-460-3321
Toll Free: 866-460-3321
240 W. 4th
Colby, KS 67701

BANK OF COLBY

You first.

Securities are offered exclusively through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.,
member NASD/SIPC, an independent broker/dealer, and are not insured by FDIC, NCUA
or any other financial institution insurance, are not deposits or obligations of the financial
institution, are not guaranteed by the financial institution, and are subject to risks,
including the possible loss of principal. 24111

Got News?
462-3963

YEAR END

CELL-A-BRATION?

THURSDAY. FRIDAY, &
SATURDAY ONLY?!

DECEMBER 29, 30, 31

BERINGER HARDWARE
WILL PAY FOR YOUR
ACTIVATION FEE

1525 S. Range
Colby
462-3375

orior Conmecl
1 Quilt Cabin

A plan for you with nationwide calling

Get 2 lines $75/mo
1000 Anytime Minutes
‘Unlimited Mobile-to-Mobile Minutes
‘Unlimited Night & Weekend Minutes
And Start your nights at 7 p.m. - FREE

Limited time offer! Additional charges apply.**

See your
authorized
Alltel agent today!!

€ lliel

wireless

HARDWARE

165 W- 4th ° COIby ° 460-2432 authonzedagent

* Coverage may not be available in all areas. See Alltel for details. ** Federal, state and local taxes apply. In addition, Alltel charges a Regulatory Cost Recovery Fee (currently
56¢), a Telecom Connectivity Fee (currently 59¢), federal & state Universal Service Fund tees (both vary by customer usage), an a 911 fee of up to $1.94 (where 911 service is
available). These additional fees may not be taxes or government-required charges and are subject to change. Coverage: Promotional minutes apply within the National Freedom
calling area. See coverage map at stores or alltel.com for details. Usage outside of your calling plan is subject to additional roaming, minute & long-distance charges. Plan Details: 1000
anytime minutes shared between two lines. Mobile-to-Mobile Minutes apply to calls between Alltel wireless customers that begin & end in your plan’s calling area. Call forwarding 411
& voice mail calls excluded. Nights are Mon-Thurs 7:00pm-5:59am. Weekends are Fri 7:00pm-Mon 5:59am. Additional Information: Limited-time offer at participating locations.
While supplies last. Credit approval & approved handset required. $20 non-refundable activation fee applies per line. $200 early termination fee may apply per line. Offers are subject to
the Alltel Terms & Conditions for communications Services available at any Alltel store or alltel.com.




