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Turn the pages backon 2005 v 1. ISTINGS

Imagine a world that wasn’t mea-
sured by time. No anniversaries, no
New Years, no perennial holi-
days.... Without time as a measur-
ing stick it would be difficult to
grasp the amount of progress we
have made over the years.

The beginning of every year is
both a time of hindsight and fore-
sight. To reflect on what has hap-
pened over the past year and per-
haps using that to understand and
determine what might be coming in
the next year. Below is a look back
atsome of the significantevents that
impacted Pioneer Memorial Li-
brary on the local, state, and na-
tional level in 2005.

From a national perspective, li-
braries went through a turbulent
year in 2005. The Salinas Public
Library (SPL)in Salinas, Calif., has
been taken for granted as a mainstay
in the library world since its incep-
tion in 1909. The SPL is famously
known for turning out great Ameri-
can author John Steinbeck. How-
ever in 2005, due to severe budget
limitations, the SPL was facing per-
manent closure. This sent tremors
through the library world as librar-
ians fully comprehended how real
this threat is to all libraries. Fortu-
nately, the desperation in Salinas
has brought out the bestin the com-
munity and a sales tax increase was
recently passed to sustain the pub-
lic library in Salinas.

Also affecting libraries across the
nation in 2005 was the Patriot Act.

DEAR ABBY: My daughter is a
tall, thin, blond-haired, blue-eyed
bully. She calls other girls at school
fatand ugly to the point of bringing
them to tears. The mothers com-
plain to the teacher, who calls me
and her father. Today her teacher
told me that a schoolmate asked my
daughter for a piece of candy, and
she replied, “You don’t need it.
You’re fat enough already.” The
kicker, Abby — my daughteris only
5!

I don’t know where she learns
these things. We have always taught
our children never to call names or
pick on others because they are dif-
ferent. She has certainly never
heard things like that at home. Her
older brother is a sweet, well-man-
nered child who has never given us
a moment’s trouble.

Before this, [ always thought that
bullies were from homes where
they were neglected or abused in
some way, so they took it out on
other kids.

But my daughter comes from a
happy, loving family, and I can’t for
the life of me figure out how she can
be so mean-spirited at such ayoung
age.Ididn’tthink kids thatage were
even aware of their appearance, but
my daughter will tell you in aheart-
beat that she’s “beautiful” or
“skinny.” Her father and I talk and
punish, but it does no good.

Is she justspoiled, or is this some-
thing serious we should be worried
about?

— DISTURBED MOM IN
DELAWARE

DEARMOM: If your daughter
were my child, I’d be concerned
for a couple of reasons. She seems
never to have learned that while
“pretty’’ is an asset, it’s more im-
portant to be a nice person. Re-
gardless of how attractive people
may tell her she is — or she thinks
she is — she has developed an ex-
tremely unattractive personality
trait. And her fixation on
“skinny” could lead to an eating
disorder when she’s older.

I am also concerned because
your daughter seems unwilling or
unable to learn when you correct
her. A child psychologist might
help you understand what’s go-
ing on. If were you, I would have
her see one NOW. You need to
understand why your child hasno
empathy for others, and why she
doesn’t learn from being rea-
soned with or punished.

DEAR ABBY: I met a guy
through an online dating service.
We talked on the phone and e-
mailed each other for a couple of
weeks. He said he wanted a picture
of me, so I sent him a couple.

I didn’t hear from him for a few
days. Then he sent me an e-mail and
a text message. His message said,
“U R moving way 2 fast forme.” I
have tried to e-mail and call him, but
he doesn’tanswer. [ stopped calling
and senthim a couple more e-mails,
but again — nothing.

I’m not sure what to do next. I
liked talking to him because we
both are looking for the same thing
in a relationship. I would still like
to meet him and straighten things
out and see how we get along. Do
you think there is achance we could
get together?
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The Patriot Act gave the govern-
ment expanded powers to gather
information that could be tied to
“terroristactivities.” This impacted
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tivity calendar are only some of the
features of our revamped website.
E-mail  the library at
colbykslibrary @yahoo.com and
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