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Irish defense hurt by big plays in Fiesta Bowl

TEMPE, Ariz. (AP) — The Notre
Dame defense had its worst perfor-
mance in its biggest game of the
season.

The bend-but-don’t-break Fight-
ing Irish were shattered by Ohio
State’s speed, giving up one big
play after another in a 34-20 Fiesta
Bowl loss Monday night. Notre
Dame gave up four Buckeye touch-
downs of 55 yards or more and a
season-high 617 yards total offense.

TheIrish were repeatedly caught
flatfooted by the Buckeyes, who
handed Notre Dame its eighth
straight bowl loss in spectacular
fashion.

“Those big plays are our Achilles’
heel,” cornerback Mike Richardson
said. “We always harp on big plays.
Giving up those plays put it out of
reach.”

Notre Dame (9-3) was suscep-
tible to big plays all season — it al-
lowed USC’s Matt Leinart to throw

a61-yard pass on a fourth-and-9 to
set up a game-winning play — but
nothing like Monday.

“Big plays and mental mistakes
bit us in the butt,” Richardson said.

The Irish repeatedly got beaten
for big plays and in big-play situa-
tions. They had achance to go three-
and-out on the Buckeyes’ first pos-
session, but Ohio State quarterback
Troy Smith dropped back to pass,
then took off untouched for a 15-
yard gain to the OSU 34.

Four plays later, Ted Ginn Jr.
sprinted past cornerback Ambrose
Wooden and was wide open for a
56-yard TD pass from Smith.

Two possessions later, Ginn did
hisbest Reggie Bushimpersonation
and made the Irish defenders look
foolish. Ginn took a pitch from
Smith, ran left around end unchal-
lenged until safety Chinedum
Ndukwe made him cut back at the
10-yardline. But Ndukwe couldn’t

stop him, and neither could
cornerback Mike Richardson or
linebacker Corey Mays.

All three were left lying on the
ground watching as Ginn ran into
the end zone.

“He’s fast. ButI think if we would
have kept our eyes on our keys and
did our responsibilities, those big
plays wouldn’t have happened,”
Ndukwe said.

The Buckeyes went ahead 21-7
when Santonio Holmes caught the
ball at the 40, made Ndukwe miss,
then raced in for an 85-yard touch-
down catch.

The Irishhad achance to getback
into the game when they closed to
27-20, but the defense couldn’t
come up with a big play of its own.
Twice Notre Dame had the Buck-
eyes third-and-long, but couldn’t
hold them either time.

On third-and-9, Smith competed
a 10-yard pass to Antonio Pittman.

Then on third-and-11, Notre Dame
defensive end Ronald Talley had a
chance to sack Smith, but the quar-
terback escaped and completed a
15-yard pass to Anthony Gonzalez.

The Buckeyes putthe game away
on the next play when Pittman
scored on a 60-yard run.

“The bottom line is they came up
with the big play to put the game
away,” Notre Dame coach Charlie
Weis said.

“We had a couple of third downs
there when the game was in ques-
tion where if we got the ball back we
would have liked our chances to at
least get it to tie and get it to over-
time.”

The defense never gave them a
chance, though.

“That’s what we’ve been dealing
with all season,” defensive end Vic-
tor Abiamiri said. “It was disap-
pointing we couldn’t show how
good a defense we were.”

K-State Wildcats top North Dakota State Monday

MANHATTAN, Kan. (AP) —
Kansas State coach Jim Wooldridge
and Cartier Martin must be pretty
chummy by now, after spending
virtually the entire offseason talk-
ing about the junior forward’s role
in the program.

Martin showed again Monday
night why he has become its center-
piece, scoring 20 points and pulling
down seven rebounds as Kansas
State used a20-0 run in the first half
to pull away from North Dakota
State in an 82-56 win at Bramlage
Coliseum.

“It starts with his mind-set,”
Wooldridge said of Martin. “He’s
put up big numbers, but he’s all
about winning. When you get to that
point, there’s no cobwebs left. It’s
all about winning.”

It was Martin’s sixth 20-plus
point performance of the season, as
the Wildcats (9-2) opened a 40-12
lead by halftime and led by as many
as 30 in the second half.

Lance Harris added 16 points and
David Hoskins had 11 for Kansas
State in its final tuneup before open-
ing Big 12 play at Iowa State on
Saturday.

Mike Nelson scored 18 points
and Brett Winkelman had 16 tolead
North Dakota State (7-8), a new-
comer to Division I. Ben Woodside

added 10.

Kansas State had been allowing
only 61 points per game, but got a
lot of help from the Bison’s inept
offense. North Dakota State shot
only 32 percent from the field and
committed 26 turnovers.

“We played some awesome de-
fense,” Harris said. “That was abig
key.”

The Wildcats, who struggledina
66-62 win over Belmont on Friday,
jumped out to a 12-3 lead as
Dramane Diarra scored the game’s
first six points.

North Dakota State closed to
within five at 15-10 on Nelson’s
jumper with 9:29 left in the half, but
then Kansas State clamped down on
the defensive end, forcing nine of
the Bison’s 19 first-half turnovers
during its 20-0 spurt.

“That first half we really got af-
ter it,” Wooldridge said. “Our
athleticism and quickness bothered
them. To create that many turnovers
is pretty impressive. We kind of
broke theirback early in the game.”

Mario Taybron’s steal and lay-up
with 2:34 to go in the half gave the
Wildcats a 35-10 lead.

North Dakota State was 3-of-20
from the field before Andre Smith
stopped Kansas State’s run with a
basket inside, but Lance Harris

knocked down a 3-pointer from the
corner and Martin scored at the
buzzer to make it 40-12.

“I’ve never been through any-
thing like that in my life,” North
Dakota State coach Tim Miles said.
“It was humiliating. That’s what we
talked about (at halftime), what it
feels like to be humiliated.”

The Bison, who picked up their
first Division Iroad win at Montana
State last Thursday, never got
within 20 in the second half.

“Look at where we’ve struggled
this year — when they turn up the
pressure on us,” said Miles, who
started four freshmen and a junior.
“We panicked a little bit. We’re
good at that.”

Regardless of their problems on
offense, the Bison had just as much
trouble containing Martin, who
scored on an assortment of put-
backs, driving lay-ups and floating
jumpers. His deep 3-pointer mid-

way through the first half helped
spur the Wildcats’ big run.

“Scoring a lot of points is not a
goal of mine,” said Martin, who
entered the night second in the Big
12 in scoring at 19.4 points per
game. “I just do whatever I do best
to help my team win. I’m a role
player.”

Martin’s role has changed dras-
tically from last season, when he
averaged 10.5 points and played a
supporting role to Jeremiah
Massey. At Wooldridge’s request,
the Houston native has turned into
a team leader, along with its lead-
ing scorer and rebounder.

“We talk about it all the time. He
sees the benefits of his leadership,”
Wooldridge said. “I think he’s ex-
cited about it.”

SportsLine

Eagle wrestlers on the road Thursday

The Colby High School Eagle wrestlers will travel to Goodland Thurs-
day, Jan. 5 for a match. Action starts at 6:30 p.m.

Basketball at Goodland Friday

The Colby High School basketball teams will be on the road at Goodland
Friday, Jan. 6. “C” team and junior varsity game start at 4:45 p.m. The
varsity girls will play at 6:30 p.m. and the boys will play after.

Conference play begins for Trojans

Jayhawk Conference play for the Colby Community College Trojans
will begin on Wednesday at the Colby Community Building. The Lady
Trojans will tip-off at 6 p.m., followed by the men’s game at approximately
8 p.m. Tom Stephens’Lady Trojans were ranked #1 in the pre-season poll.
They currently have an 11-2 record. The men’s team, under the direction
of first-year head coach John Woods, is 7-6. The Garden City men’s team
iscoached by former Colby coach Brian Marso. Thdrojan wrestlers will

return to action on Thursday.

Eagle wrestlers to Liberal Saturday

The Colby High School Eagle varsity wrestlers will travel to the Lib-
eral tournament Saturday. Action begins at 10 a.m. The junior varsity
wrestlers will go to the WaKeeney tournament, which starts at 9 a.m.

Basketball camp planned

Applications are being accepted and evaluated for the Ten Star All Star
summer basketball camp.Camp location for the area will be Sterling, Colo.
For information, call (704) 373-0873.

Miami coaches

fired after bowl loss

CORAL GABLES, Fla. (AP) —
Miami fired four assistant coaches
after the Hurricanes’ season ended
with a humbling 40-3 loss to LSU
in the Peach Bowl — the biggest
bowl defeat in the program’s his-
tory.

Let go were offensive line coach
ArtKehoe, who coached on all five
of the school’s national champion-
ship teams, offensive coordinator
Dan Werner, linebackers coach
Vernon Hargreaves and running
backs coach Don Soldinger.

EAT HEARTY.....

American
Red Cross

-800-GIVE-LIFE

MERICA'S BLOODLINE"

STEAK FRY——

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

Your choice of Potato and Salad

COLBY VFW

MEMBERS & GUESTS
WELCOME!
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NOW PLAVING:
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COLBY CIN-
EMA

DEC. 30 - JAN. 5
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA

Fri. & Sat. : 7:00 & 9:30 (PG)
Sun.: 4:15 & 7:00 2:20
Mon. - Thurs: 7:00

KING KONG

Fri. & Sat.: 6:00 & 9:15
Sun.: 4:00 & 7:00
Mon. - Thurs: 6:00

COLBY THEATRE

DEC. 30 - JAN. 5
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2

Fri. & Sat.: 7:00 & 9:00 (PG) 1:34
Sun.: 4:00 & 7:00
Mon. - Thurs: 7:00

FUN WITH DICK & JANE

Fri. & Sat.: 7:15 & 9:00 (PG-13)
Sun.: 4:15 & 7:15 1:30
Mon. - Thurs: 7:15

(PG-13)
3:07

The 900 pound Gorilla

is waiting to work for you!

He is biggest and most effective
advertising medium in the
Tri-State Region

He works for you in

The Country
Advocate

Reaching 18,200 households with nearly 57,300 readers across
northwest

Kansas, eastern Colorado and southwest Nebraska, the Gorilla
packs a punch!

Call Crystal, Jasmine or Cindy
today at 462-3963.

GIVEHIM A TREA




